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Issue 10 - May 2008PNHS  1000 Idaho   Portage MI 49024    269-323-5400

Not a New Tax - Countywide Millage Renewal 
Means $3 Million for District
Portage School residents, along with all other citizens throughout the county, will be voting on a 1.5 
countywide millage renewal in the May 6 election. Portage Schools receives almost $3 million a year 
from this operational millage, which covers instructional program expenses. The millage was originally 
passed in May 2005. 

The District is holding informational Open Houses about the vote on these dates:

-	 Wednesday, April 23, 3:30-4:30, Portage Senior Center
-	 Wednesday, April 30, 6:30-8 p.m., West Middle School

There is also additional information online from the District’s homepage (www.portageps.org), including 
the following charts:

-	 PPS Revenue Below Inflation Since Countywide Millage Approval
-	 State Spending Changes: 2002-03 through 2008-09

This past November, PPS voters approved a bond which is for construction and remodeling, and cannot 
be used for instructional programs. 

Meanwhile, the Board of Education voted unanimously in February to place this renewal before voters. 
Without the $3 million provided annually from this millage, students in the District will face cuts in 
services and programs, such as: 

- Cuts in athletic programs, music and theatre programs, textbook purchases and other instructional 
materials, and busing, resulting in fewer bus stops and more walkers.
- Cuts in teaching staff, media specialists, counselors, and support staff that will reduce up to 40 posi-
tions, increase class sizes, and reduce course offerings. 
- Cuts in programs that give our students an edge, such as International Baccalaureate and AP fees and 
support, Education for Employment intern programs, Kalamazoo Area Math & Science Center services, 
Gifted & Talented (E2) Services, and Reading.

Even with the revenues from this countywide millage, the District has had to make about $1.3 million 
in cuts to balance the budget. Since the 2002-03 school year, the District has made $3.8 million in cuts. 
Meanwhile, even with a millage renewal, more budget cuts would be likely – and therefore failure of 
the renewal would result in an even greater shortfall. 

Those who need an absentee ballot will find a link on the District’s homepage (portageps.org) to print 
the form, or those without computer access can pick up the form at their clerk’s office or at the PPS 
Administration Building at 8111 S. Westnedge Ave, just south of Centre Avenue. 
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PROM - “A NIGHT AT THE RIVIERA”

The Seniors are formally invited to join the Juniors in a farewell celebration dance that they 
will never forget.  We hope to see all you Seniors and Juniors at the State Theatre in down-
town Kalamazoo on May 10th from 9 to midnight, dressed in your finest attire.  Tickets are on 
sale until May 10th in Mrs. Tribu’s room - room 302. Cost is $30.00 a ticket until May 8th, then prices go up 
to $35.00.  If you have any questions or would like to help with decorating, please contact Shari Smith at 
323-5527 or Tina Tribu at 323-5502.

ATHLETIC PHYSICALS FOR THE 2008-2009 SCHOOL YEAR

Portage Northern High School will be holding athletic physicals for the 2008-2009 
school year on Monday, June 2, 2008 @ 6:00pm-7:00pm at the high school. The cost 
of the physical is $30. The new 2008-2009 physical forms will be available on-line or 

may be picked up in the athletic office after April.
 
All athletes wishing to participate MUST have a current physical (completed after April 15, 2008)  
on file in the athletic office to even try out for a team. Athletes that show up for tryouts and do 
not have a physical form will not be allowed to participate until their physical is on file with the 
athletic office.
 
Mark June 2 on your calendar and get the physical done now and turned in now. 
It is strongly suggested that parents attend the physical with the kids so that the 
proper signatures on the form can be completed that evening and the form can be 
left at the high school. If parents are unable to attend, please download the form 
from the NHS web site and review the information included.  If you wish to sign the 
forms in advance, that would be most helpful.

FACILITIES UPDATE:

The Portage Northern Steering Committee, consisting of Jim French (Principal), Chris 
Riker (Athletic Director), Pat Hansson (Administrative Assistant), Dennis Collier (Head 
Custodian), and Mike Huber, Bryan Hill, and Stacie Phillips (teachers) continue to attend 
numerous meetings with the architects from TMP as we move forward to complete the 
final schematic design for the “new and improved” Portage Northern High School.  The committee has 
reviewed conceptual floor plans and has viewed walk-through animations of the new building.

Northern staff members and some representative parents have been encouraged to participate in the de-
sign process by being part of various research teams.  The architects met with these teams in March and 
collected information from our staff and parents as to the wants ands needs of our students.  Additional 
research team meetings are scheduled for late April where changes to the design will be presented to the 
research teams.  The deadline for the final schematic design was April 11th.  

The next phase of the project is to work on design development.  This process will take the planning into 
a much more detailed view.  Colors, textures, room layouts, and many other areas will be explored and 
decided.  It is an exciting time!  
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STUDENT BOOK FINES - AN EXPLANATION

At the beginning of each school year, students are assigned their textbooks by their teachers.  Typically, 
each textbook has a number stamped in it and they are responsible for the care and return of that same 
textbook at the end of the school year.

If the teacher does not get that specific textbook returned, they may charge that student for the cost of 
replacing it.  (Or if returned damaged, they may be charged.)  This is called a STUDENT BOOK FINE and is 
recorded on the students file in the Main Office until: 
	 1)  The book is returned to the Main Office/or teacher in good condition, or
	 2)  The book is paid for.
These fines will stay with the student until they graduate and may accumulate over the course of their high 
school years.  Please note that these fines may include art fees, sport/music uniforms and any other prop-
erty that may belong to Portage Public Schools.

We will be mailing letters home, throughout the month of May and June, and ONLY to the parents who have 
a student on our list.  Your student’s Report Card will not be mailed home at the end of the school year and 
if you have a senior, they will not be allowed to participate in the graduation ceremony at Miller Audito-
rium until it is taken care of.  

If you receive one of these letters, we encourage you to discuss it with your student.  If you have any ques-
tions, please feel free to contact the Main Office. (323-5461).

ATTENTION PARENTS OF 5th THROUGH 11th GRADE BUS RIDERS

Do you want your middle or high school student to ride the school bus next year?  

All middle and high school students must register for bus service.  Obtaining an accurate list of students 
who will actually be riding our buses is very important for us to design efficient, low cost bus routes.  

If you would like your middle and/or high school students to ride the bus next year, please sign up early.  
You may sign up online after May 1 at www.portageps.org or use the pre addressed postcards distributed 
by the school bus drivers during the last two weeks of school.

As a reminder, middle and senior high school students grades 6-12, may be expected to walk up to 1-½ 
miles to school or up to 1 mile to a bus stop wherever appropriate walkways and traffic signs are avail-
able.  Eligible students signing up for transportation will be assigned to bus stops based on their home 
address.

Students signing up by June 30 will receive a postcard in mid-August with specific transportation informa-
tion.

Students not replying by June 30 may compromise our ability to provide timely bus service for you 
in the fall.

For more information, please ask your bus driver or call Transportation at 323-5151.  Thank 
you in advance for your timely responses.

Don’t delay, sign up today.  You don’t want to miss the bus!
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S PNHS IB Examination Schedule May 2008 
Morning examinations must finish before 1300 hours and afternoon examinations before 1800 hours local time. (IBO)  
Times shown below include the actual exam time plus time for candidates to complete the required paperwork and 
to complete requests for IB transcripts to be sent to the university of the candidate’s choice.

All examinations will be given in the media center.  Candidates must arrive five minutes before the scheduled time 
of the exam.  Candidates must be familiar with all regulations for administration of the examinations (posted in 
classrooms, offices, and on the IB page of the NHS web site).

Purses, electronic devices, and book bags are not allowed in the examination room.

DATE		  MORNING			   TIME		  AFTERNOON				    TIME

Monday	 English A1 HL, paper 1	 7:50-10:15	 Business & Management SL, 		  12:30-2:15
May 5								        paper 1
								        Psychology HL, paper 1		  12:30-3:00

Tuesday	 Business & Management SL, 	 7:50-9:35	 History HL, papers 1 & 2 		  12:00-3:30
6 May		  paper 2					     History SL, papers 1 & 2		  12:00-3:30	
		  Psychology HL, papers 2 & 3	 7:50-11:30

Wednesday	 History HL, paper 3		  7:50-10:40	 Math Studies SL, paper 1		  1:00-2:45
7 May

Thursday	 Math Studies SL, paper 2	 9:45-11:25	 Chemistry HL, papers 1 & 2		  12:00-3:30
8 May

Friday		  Chemistry HL, paper 3	 9:45-11:15	
9 May
		
Monday	 English A1 HL, paper 2	 7:50-10:15	
12 May
		
Tuesday 	 Spanish B HL, papers 1 & 2	 7:50–11:15
13 May 	 Spanish B SL, papers 1 & 2	 7:50–11:15
	
Wednesday 							       Biology HL, papers 1 & 2 		  12:00–3:30
14 May								       Biology SL, papers 1 & 2		  12:00–2:30
								        Environmental Systems SL, 	 12:00–2:30
								        papers 1 & 2

Thursday	 Biology HL, paper 3 	 9:45–11:15	
May 15 	 Biology SL, paper 3 	 9:45–11:00
	
Friday		  French B HL, papers 1 & 2	 7:50-11:15	 German B HL, papers 1 & 2	  	 12:00–3:30	
May 16		 French B SL, papers 1 & 2	 7:50-11:15	 German B SL, papers 1 & 2		

Tuesday 	 Music HL, paper 1		  7:50-10:45	 Physics HL, papers 1 & 2		  12:00–3:30
20 May 	 Music SL, paper 1	
	
Wednesday 	 Physics HL, paper 3		  9:45–11:15
21 May			
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ART NEWS
Congratulations!! A huge congratulations is extended to Brynn Vanlandegent for receiving TOP honors in 
the 2008 Michigan Art Education Competition.

Originally when winners were announced last month, we thought that Brynn received Governor’s Traveling 
Show. This was an error.  Not only did Brynn’s drawing earn Governor’s Traveling Show, but it also earned 
TOP 18 in State.

This year Portage Northern has earned two of the top 18 places in the state art competition….. 
Brynn Vanlandegent and Lindsey La Parl both received Governor’s Traveling Show and Top 18. They will be 
receiving awards at a Top 18 luncheon held in their honor at Western Michigan University on May 12th.

All four of Portage Northern state art competition winners will be honored at the WMU Youth Arts Festival 
May 10th-12 along with the others in the state. WMU’s new art department, Richmond Center, will house 
the show. Northern’s student artist are again Lindsey La Parl, Hannah Marcinek, Brynn Vanlandegent, and 
Alision Zdan.

REGULATIONS governing the IB examination session:

Candidates must know their registration category (D, A, or C – Diploma, Anticipated, or Certificate), •	
candidate number, and session number (May 2008).  The school number is 001028, and candidate num-
bers are available from the instructors.

No form of refreshment may be brought into the examination room.  (At the discretion of the IB coor-•	
dinator, drinking water is permitted.)

Seating charts will be prepared in advance by the IB coordinator.  Students must sit in assigned seats, •	
separated by at least 1.5 meters from other candidates in each direction.

Candidates may have only the following items at their desks:•	
	 pen with black ink
	 pencil (for multiple-choice questions only
	 colored pencils (for tables, charts, and graphs only)
	 eraser

Book bags, purses, and electronic devices of any kind (cell phones, MP3 players, etc. are NOT permit-•	
ted in the examination room – leave them in your locker!

Calculators, which are used only for certain exams (groups 3, 4, and 5), will be provided by the IB 	•	
	 coordinator or, alternatively, will be cleared before the start of the exam by course instructors.

White-Out or other correction fluid may not be used in IB exams.•	

Students who have registered for IB exams are expected to take them.  If a student decides not to •	
sit for an IB exam for which he/she is registered, district policy states that the school’s share of the 
student’s registration fees must be repaid to the school.
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FORENSICS NEWS

The Portage Northern Forensic team walked away with an impressive regional win at the Class A, Region II compe-
tition at Dexter High School on Saturday, April 19th. Forty-four Northern students competed in 14 events with 28 
entries.  All 28 entries, the maximum that a school can take, qualified for the Michigan Interscholastic Forensic As-
sociation State tournament which will be held at Eastern Michigan University on May 2nd and 3rd.  Individual winners 
include:

Broadcasting:   1st Hannah Moroz  3rd Alyssa Gapske

Extemporaneous:  1st Aakash Gupta  2nd Ben Brelje

Impromptu:  1st Colin Needham   2nd Chris Davis

Informative:  2nd  Sarah Zegree  3rd  Annalise Stromsta

Oratory:  1st  Riva Shah   2nd  Alison Zdan

Sales:  1st Bryn Falahee   2nd Ali Tibble

Impromtu 9/10:  2nd Brennan Mange  3rd  Gina Calco

Dramatic Interpretation:  1st Max Wardlaw   2nd  AJ Beckner

Duo:  1st  Nehemiah Blazek/Meaghan Harris   2nd Dakota Clement/Kaity Ragotzy

Multiple:  1st  Urinetown featuring Kaitie Badalamenti, Katie Barron, Michael Giguere, Megan Miles, Kasey McSoley, 
Christian Schreiber, AJ Sharief, and Chris Wessell
4th  Pocahontas featuring Sara Batts, Alex Billedeaux, Spencer Dudd, Bryce Maurer, Brady O’Brien, Elia Pepps, Alden 
Steenhoven, and Liz Stone

Poetry:  2nd  Derek Felten  3rd Kendra Furry

Prose:  1st Nich Mueller  2nd Karaminka Brown

Storytelling:  1st Becky Kovats  3rd  Becca Frandsen

Storytelling 9/10:  1st Evan Adams  2nd Nat Zegree

FOUR NORTHERN STUDENTS QUALIFY FOR NATIONAL 
FORENSICS LEAGUE TOURNAMENT

The Michigan District of the National Forensic League held their National Qualifier at Portage Northern High School 
on Saturday, April 26th.  Congratulations to four members of the Portage Northern forensic team who won the oppor-
tunity to compete at the National Forensic League tournament in Las Vegas from June 16th to June 20th.

Winners included:

		  Evan Adams-Humorous Interpretation
		  Nich Mueller/Max Wardlaw-Duo Interpretation
		  Aakash Gupta-US Extemporaneous Speaking

Coaches for Northern include head coach Laurel Scheidt and assistant coaches James Menchinger, Brian Snell, Mi-
chael Scheidt, Kirk Latimer, Elizabeth Heintzkill, Robert Weiner, and Scott Fuce.
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Notes from the Counseling office…
Senior News / Graduation News:

Be sure to check your “senior calendar” that was mailed out in April.•	
If you do not have one, pick up one in the main office.•	
Prepare for graduation.  Make sure all your credits and grades are up to date •	
and correct.  Contact your counselor if you have concerns.
Make sure that all your PE waivers are turned in, if applicable.  If you do not have waivers turned in, •	
you will not graduate!
Sign up for Grad Bash in your grade office.•	
Be sure to have your cap & gown ordered and paid for before graduation!•	

Senior’s Final Transcripts

It is the student’s responsibility to make sure their final transcript is sent to the college they plan to 
attend in the fall.  A list will be posted in the counseling office with the college choice each student 
indicated on their “Senior Survey”.  Students, who did not answer this question or chose more than one 
college, will not have a final transcript sent out.  It is imperative that college bound seniors check this list 
to insure timely completion of their college admissions file.

Important Dates for Seniors:

May 1:  Senior Academic Awards Night:	 6:30 p.m.•	
May 7:  Auditions for student speaker at graduation.•	
May 13:  Josten’s is here for cap & gown delivery.•	
Be sure to bring your cap & gown to graduation.  If you forget one or lose one, the prices are:  $48 •	
(cap & gown) and $12 (stole).
May 22:  Senior class meeting in auditorium: 4th hour.•	
May 23:  Senior Breakfast:  7-8 a.m. in cafeteria.  Senior envelopes (with graduation tickets, class pic-•	
tures, senior notes, etc…) handed out.
May 27:  Senior exams begin.•	
May 30:  GRADUATION!!! •	

2008-2009 Schedules

Students will be receiving their schedules for the 2008-2009 school year in late May.  At this time, the only 
schedule changes that will be permitted are those in which level changes are required (i.e. a class fail-
ure or poor class performance) or a student is missing an hour because of a schedule conflict.  Due to the 
need to maintain the integrity of the new scheduling process, no other schedule changes will be allowed.  
This includes teacher, lunch, or seminar requests.  We appreciate your cooperation with this matter.

National Honor Society

The PNHS Faculty Council of the National Honor Society convened the first week in April to make recom-
mendation for selection.  Students selected for membership into NHS were notified on April 18th.  There 
will not be another induction ceremony this year.  Students accepted will participate in the induction 
ceremony next fall.  For more information, you may visit the NHS eBoard at :  http://www.adimaggio.
portage.site.eBoard.com. 
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Advanced Placement Testing Schedule:

For questions or concerns, please contact the counseling office.

REGULAR TESTING SCHEDULE:		  TEST / LOCATION

Monday, May 5th:		  8:00 a.m.	 Government & Politics:  United States / DLC*

Tuesday, May 6th:		  8:00 a.m.	 Computer Science A / DLC
				    8:00 a.m.	 Spanish Language / Guidance Office Conference Room
				    12:00 p.m.	 Statistics / Career Center

Wednesday, May 7th:		  8:00 a.m.	 Calculus AB / DLC
						      Calculus BC / Career Center

Friday, May 9th:		  12:00 p.m.	 European History / DLC

Monday, May 12th:		  8:00 a.m.	 Biology / DLC
						      Music Theory / Career Center
				    12:00 p.m.	 Physics B / DLC
						      Physics C:  Mechanics / Career Center
				    2:00 p.m.	 Physics C:  Electricity and Magnetism / Career Center

Tuesday, May 13th:		  8:00 a.m.	 Chemistry / DLC
						      Environmental Science / Career Center
				    12:00 p.m.	 Psychology / Room 212

Wednesday, May 14th:	 8:00 a.m.	 English Language / DLC

Thursday, May 15th:		  8:00 a.m.	 Macroeconomics / DLC

LATE TESTING SCHEDULE:	 TEST / LOCATION

Wednesday, May 21st:		 8:00 a.m.	 Calculus AB / DLC
Calculus BC / DLC
				    12:00 p.m.	 Chemistry / DLC

Thursday, May 22nd:		  8:00 a.m.	 Statistics / DLC
				    12:00 p.m.	 Environmental Science / DLC

Friday, May 23rd:		  12:00 p.m.	 Biology / DLC

*DLC is Distance Learning Center:  small room to left upon entering Media Center

	
Scholarships

All students are encouraged to check out the counseling office scholarship bulletin board outside of our of-
fice.  For any scholarship questions or concerns, please contact Mrs. Schermerhorn at 323-5482.
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ACT National Testing Dates for 2007-2008

Test Date			   Registration Deadline
June 14, 2008			  May 9, 2008

SAT National Testing Dates for 2007-2008

Test Date			   Registration Deadline
June 7, 2008			   May 6, 2007	

Counseling Office Hours after June 13, 2008:

8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon and 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  June 13 – 27 (tentative)
Office re-opens August 18 (tentative) for same hours.
Registration for new students will be held the last week in August.		

Summer ideas for graduating seniors:
Make a college packing guide and begin to collect what you will need for the fall.•	
Contact your roommate to see what you can share.•	
Get a job and save some money!  You will need it!•	
Finalize your financial aid information.•	
Enjoy a SAFE, fun last summer with “old friends”•	

Summer ideas for juniors:
Visit colleges and get a list of possible schools pared down to final choices.•	
Work on college essays.  Check out college applications online for your prospective schools.  Be famil-•	
iar with what the application will require when you apply in the fall.
Make a “brag sheet” (similar to a resume) of your high school activities to give to your counselor in the •	
fall for your college applications.
Request letters of recommendation from teachers (if needed) for your applications in the fall.•	
Make plans to retake your ACT or SAT early in the fall, if you need to.•	
Get a job or do volunteer work.  Both look good on college applications.•	
Think about how to make your senior year the best ever!!•	

Summer ideas for sophomores:
Work or volunteer somewhere.  You will need the experience.•	
Accrue volunteer hours / experience now if you hope to be selected into the National Honor Society •	
your junior year.  Keep accurate records of events, names of coordinators, contact information and 
phone numbers.
Put together a resume that you can add to as you gain more experience.•	
Go online and visit college websites.•	
Plan how to get more involved in Portage Northern next year!•	

Summer ideas for freshmen:
Work or volunteer somewhere.  You will need the experience.•	
Accrue volunteer hours / experience now if you hope to be selected into the National Honor Society •	
your junior year.  Keep accurate records of events, names of coordinators, contact information and 
phone numbers.
Begin exploring your interests for post-high school.•	
Take enrichment classes somewhere.•	
Think about how to get more involved in Portage Northern next year!•	

Be safe and have a fun summer!!  For questions / concerns, please call 323-5475.  
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S PNHS SECOND SEMESTER 2008  EXAM SCHEDULE
ALL CLASSES MEET AT REGULARLY SCHEDULED ROOMS/LOCATIONS

   SENIOR EXAMS - May 27, 28 and 29 during regular class periods:
	

If seniors do not clean out their lockers,•	  ALL PAPERS AND PERSONAL ITEMS left in lockers will be        
discarded.
All BOOK CHARGES or other fees•	  owed by your student must be taken care of by noon, Friday, May 
30th, or your senior will not have the privilege of walking in the Graduation Ceremony.

UNDERCLASSMEN EXAMS SCHEDULE

STUDENTS MUST TAKE THEIR FINAL EXAMS IN ORDER TO PASS THEIR CLASS

NOTE:  Seminar classes do NOT meet during exam schedule.

Thursday, June 5 		  Review day and locker clean-out (approximately 15 minutes per grade). 
* Please remind students that papers and personal items left in lockers will be discarded.

Friday, June 6 		  1st period exam 7:50-9:40 - 2nd period exam 9:50-11:40 
Monday, June 9 		  3rd period exam 7:50–9:40 - 4th period exam 9:50-11:40
Tuesday, June 10 		  5th period exam 7:50-9:40 - 6th period exam 9:50-11:40
Wednesday, June 11 		  7th period exam 7:50-9:40 - Make-up exams 9:50-11:00

BUS TRANSPORTATION 											         
On June 6th, 9th and 10th SPECIAL buses will leave NORTHERN at 12:00, to various neighborhoods.  •	

Students are to refer to SPECIAL BUS MAPS that will be posted at the Grade Offices, Main Office and •	
Central Stairway. {Study Hall is available in the afternoons in the cafeteria & buses will leave at the 
usual time.}

On Wednesday, June 11th REGULAR buses will leave Northern at 11:07 a.m. •	

SCHEDULE CHANGES FOR 2008-09 SCHOOL YEAR
	 All student schedule changes for next year are to be completed by June 11.

LAST DAY FOR CAFETERIA – Last day for Cafeteria lunch is Thursday, June 5th.  
LUNCH WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE IN THE CAFETERIA ON EXAM DAYS.  Students who must remain at school •	
may bring a lunch from home.

BREAKFAST will continue to be served on June 6th, 9th, 10th and 11th.•	

SHARED TIME STUDENTS should follow exam schedules. Attendance is expected at both sites if there is no 
exam schedule conflict. In case of conflict, follow the home school schedule.

SHUTTLE BUS SCHEDULE – Leave NHS		  Leave CHS
				    7:35			     7:35
				    9:45			     9:45
				    11:45			    11:45	 On the last day the time will be 10:45 a.m.
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On April 11th, eleven Portage Northern students and one Portage Central student attended the 
second spring Michigan Youth in Government conference in Lansing.  

Northern Junior, Ben Brelje was elected and served successfully as Red Speaker of the House 
while five other Northern Students served as committee chairs; Sophomore Aaron Cluster, Junior 
Kunpeng Xiang, Junior Ainslie Miller, Senior Adam Tibble, .  Northern’s well-respected and suc-
cessful delegation continued their illustrious career by receiving two awards for leadership for 
the fifth year in a row.  

Aaron Cluster received Best Senator blue and Junior Josh Mayer received Best Senator Red.  Of 
the five hundred submitted bills, only twenty-two were signed and of those, Juniors Taylor Smith 
& Katie Schultz had their bill signed into law by the MYIG Youth Governor.  A new MYIG program, 
the National Issues Forum had over thirty proposals  on national issues.  Junior Kunpeng Xiang and 
Senior Adam Tibble successfully debated for and achieved the passage of their proposals.  

Great job to all of our young people.  Michigan Youth in Government is lead by Amber Dixon.

VOLUNTEENS

The 2008 VolunTEENS Catalog and application is now available in the Guidance Office or online at 
www.volunteerkalamazoo.org.    VolunTEENS is a summer volunteer program that invites students (13-18) 
to explore careers, learn new skills, acquire job references, and earn community service credits for aca-
demic and scholarship programs. Each summer hundreds of students participate in this program so we 
encourage you to apply early.  Completed applications are accepted on a first come, first served basis.  

Additional catalogs are available at the Volunteer Center, 709-A S Westnedge Ave, Kalamazoo.  

For more information contact the Volunteer Center, 382-8350, volunteens@volunteerkalamazoo.org  or visit 
www.volunteerkalamazoo.org.  
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PNP
Keeping You Connected

GRAD BASH UPDATES

The countdown has begun.  Our seniors will soon be graduates 
and the party will begin. A special thank you to everyone who 
helped us raise the money for this very special event in our 
Senors’ lives.

The next Grad Bash meetings are:

May 6	 7:00 Media Center
May 20	  7:00 Media Center

VOLUNTEERS are needed for Grad Bash.  The Grad Bash let-
ter was sent out in March outlining the various aspects of Grad 
Bash, including a form to complete if you would like to volun-
teer on May 30.  There are 2 shifts, including 11:30 pm-1:30 am 
or 1:30 -3:45 am.  You can also volunteer for the entire night. 
Volunteer positions include chaperoning the event, chaperon-
ing the bus ride or working the prize area.  Parents wishing to 
volunteer the night of Grad Bash can contact Val DeKam at 
327-8870. 

As always for more information regarding these updates, check 
out the web page for Grad Bash or call:
 
Jane Bainbridge 544-2724        Connie Livingston 385-3573

Get Your Grad Bash Video!
You can use this coupon to order your Grad Bash 
video.  Coupons are also available in the Senior Letter 
that will be mailed in April.  The video makes for a 
great gift and wonderful memories. 

Any questions?  Please contact Donna Knight at  
DonnaMKnight@charter.net. 

Yup, it’s May already!  I know we say this every year, but I 
just have to...  where did the year go???  There are so many 
exciting events coming up - Academic Honors programs, 
Prom, Talent Show, Slamapalooza, tons of athletic events, 
Senior Breakfast, Graduation, Grad Bash, etc.  Watch the 
school website for dates and times - you don’t want to miss 
a thing!

At our April PNP meeting, Diana Rankin was here from 
Target to present a check to PNHS for $712.92 from Target 
Rewards.  This is how easy all those little 5%’s from your 
purchases can accumulate!  And she reported they have giv-
en us over $14,500 to date - wow!  If you have a Target card 
or Target Visa, please consider contacting them to make sure 
you have designated PNHS as your non-profit-of-choice.

We will be holding elections for board members for the 
2008-09 school year at our May 14 meeting. If you are in-
terested in learning more about this great opportunity to “be 
part of the change we wish to see” around PNHS, please 
email me at kbmarsh@chartermi.net. I would love to answer 
your questions, and be assured that by just asking, you are 
not committing to anything.  

As always, if you are not able to attend regular meetings, the 
minutes are posted to the PNHS website usually within about 
10 days of the meeting date. Our last meeting of this year is 
Wednesday, May 14 at 11:30am in the Media Center.   

An Update from our 
PNP President 
Brenda Marsh

Awards Program a Truly Memorable Time

Thank you to all the parents who helped make the PNHS 
Awards Ceremony a wonderful occasion.  The students 
appreciated the  honor cords (paid for by PNP) and the treats 
and refreshments after the event made the entire evening 
complete.  

GRAD BASH 
Registration and Ticket Purchase
You can still sign up!

Haven’t signed up for Grad Bash?  Don’t worry, you can still 
sign up by visiting Mrs. Foster in the Third Floor Office.  Make 
sure to bring your form, $40 and she will sign you up.  If you 
are under 18 you will need a parent signature. 

Grad Bash sign-ups will occur up to the week of May 19. 

Don’t Forget To Vote on May 6 

As parents we need everyone to support our 
students and their education.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 Academic 
Awards
Juniors - 
   9:00 a.m.
Sophomores - 
   10:45 a.m.
Freshmen - 
   1:15 p.m.
Seniors - 
   6:30 p.m.

2 3
SAT Test date

4 5 6
Blood Drive

7 8 9
Talent Show 
7:00 p.m. 
Auditorium

10
Prom - 9:00 
p.m. - Midnight
State Theatre

11 12 13
Cap & Gown 
distribution 
8:00 a.m.-1:00 
p.m.

14
PNP Meeting 
11:30 a.m. 
Media Center

15 16 17

18 19 20
Spring Choir 
Concert 7:00 
p.m. Auditorium

21 22
Senior class 
meeting 4th 
hour

Band Concert
7:00 p.m. 
Auditorium

23
Senior Breakfast 
7:00-8:00 a.m. 
Cafeteria

24

25 26
Memorial Day
No school

27 28 29 30
Graduation Day
Seniors report 
6:00 p.m.
Ceremony 7:00 
p.m.
Miller 
Auditorium

31

May 2008

Portage Northern Huskies

AP and IB Testing

AP and IB Testing

Senior Exams 

IB Testing

Forensics - State Competition

thirteen


