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Portage Public Schools Board of Education 
Action Brief: An informal summary of Board action taken at its recent meeting. 
 (Official Board meeting minutes are posted after Board approval.) 
 
October 26, 2009 Regular Business Meeting  
 
Call to Order 
 
Roll Call 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approval of 
Consent Agenda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action Items 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Item of 
Information 
 
 
 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Jennifer Whistler at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Board Members Present: Melanie Kurdys, Dale Posthumus, Rusty 
Rathburn, Randy Van Antwerp, Jennifer Whistler, and John Whyte 
 
Board Members Absent: Deb Polderman 
 
Administration Members Present: Sarah Baker, Michael Batterson, Denise 
Bresson, Karla Colestock, Ric Perry, Tom Vance, Gail Van Daff, Dan 
Vomastek, Marsha Wells, and Tom Zahrt 
 
Administration Members Absent: Tom Noverr 
 
Motion offered by Mrs. Kurdys, supported by Mr. Van Antwerp, that 
the Board of Education approve the Consent Agenda items, as 
presented. 
 
Included on the Consent Agenda was the approval of Minutes of the 
September 28, 2009, Special and Regular Business Meeting and October 12, 
2009, Committee Of The Whole Work Session and the Red Ribbon Week 
Proclamation. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion offered by Mr. Rathburn, supported by Mr. Posthumus, that the 
Board of Education award the Lake Center Elementary Traffic Signal 
Bid to Severance Electric of Kalamazoo in an amount not to exceed 
$97,350.36, proceeds coming from the 2008 Bond Fund #2, as presented.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion offered by Mr. Whyte, supported by Mrs. Kurdys, that the 
Board of Education award the Central High School Technology 
Infrastructure project to Parkway Electric & Communications of 
Holland, Michigan, in an amount not to exceed $395,179.00, proceeds 
coming from the 2008 Bond Fund #1, as presented.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Motion offered by Mr. Posthumus, supported by Mr. Van Antwerp, that 
the Board of Education move the Audit Committee ad hoc charge to 
extend the work of the Committee so that it may assist the 
Administration to develop strategies to address revenue shortfalls in 
2009/10 and 2010/11 to an action item.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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Closed Session 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adjournment 

Motion offered by Mrs. Kurdys, supported by Mr. Rathburn, that the 
Board of Education approve the Audit Committee ad hoc charge to 
extend the work of the Committee so that it may assist the 
Administration to develop strategies to address revenue shortfalls in 
2009/10 and 2010/11.  Motion carried by a vote of 4-2. 
 
Motion offered by Mrs. Kurdys, supported by Mr. Posthumus, that the 
Board of Education move into closed session for the purpose of 
discussing pending litigation [Section 8 (e) of the Open Meetings Act].  
Upon a roll call vote, all Trustees present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The Board moved into closed session at 8:00 p.m. 
 
The Board returned to open session at 8:10 p.m. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

 


