Portage Central High School
Annual Report Narrative for the 2008-2009 School Year
I. Overview of School

A. Basics
Mission Statement: “Learning for a Lifetime” The mission of Portage Central High School is to prepare students to become enlightened citizens who better understand and can live successfully within a global community.

- Principal Eric Alburtus and Assistant Principals Kim Lummis and Jason Frink
- 1,431 students, grades 9-12
- 155 full and part-time faculty and staff (which includes 90 teachers) 
- Main office: 323-5200 | Address: 8135 S. Westnedge Avenue, Portage, MI 49002
- School Code: 233070
B. Accreditation status: North Central Association of Schools & Colleges and National Association of College Admissions Counselors
II. School Improvement Plan
A. How data led to School Improvement Team selecting improvement objectives:

We used various data sources to help us see which students were struggling and where.  We analyzed failure rates in core areas in order to determine how we can better support our students who are at-risk of not graduating.  We also have worked to foster relationships among different student groups so that all students feel connected to our school community.

B. Overall curricular implementation or plans in each content area:

We are in the midst of writing and implementing curricula that better align with the Michigan Merit Curriculum, we are creating intervention systems that identify and then support struggling learners so that they can be successful at meeting our higher standards and graduate, and we are promoting acceptance of diversity through school sponsored activities.
III. Student Assessment Data

http://www.portageps.org/information/annualreports/DisagbySchool6-9.pdf

National Merit Scholars: 
2008-2009: 4
2007-2008: 5


Central High High School, 2008-2009, page 2
ACT:

2008-2009: 21.9 (state 19.6; nation 21.1)
2007-2008: 22.7 (state 19.6; nation 21.1)

College Equivalent Courses: 

2008-2009: 31
2007-2008: 31
IV. Adequate Yearly Progress / Report Card

A. 2008-2009: Yes / A
B. 2007-2008: Yes / A
V. Parent Involvement
A. Parent attendance rates from most recent Parent/Teacher Conference: 25% (March 2009).

B. Parents are invited to participate in strategic management, curriculum review and revision, school improvement teams, site-based teams, parent-teacher organizations, and as active volunteers in the daily education of students.
VI. Core Curriculum

A. Status of core curriculum: More than 150 curricular offerings are available, and the school has offered the International Baccalaureate program (in which half of the juniors and seniors take at least one class) since 1997-98. Graduates earn 26 credits and successfully meet these requirements/credit hours: English/4, Social Studies/3, Math/4, Science/3, Health/one half, Physical Education/1 and one half, Fine Arts/1 and electives in applied technology, computer literacy, world language, fine and performing arts, Education for Employment, and dual enrollment at area colleges. There are also alternative programs for students including independent study, career training, work experience, and volunteer services. 

B. Variances from the Michigan Curriculum Framework: None
VII. Faculty Qualifications

A. Percentage of teachers holding different types of teaching certificates: continuing 30%, professional 40%, provisional 29%, 1% occupational education.

B. Percent of teachers with masters degrees: 61%

C. Percentage of classes not taught by highly qualified teachers: Zero (100% are highly qualified). 
D. Parents have the right to know the particular teacher qualifications of their student’s teachers. District contact is Human Resources at 323-5174. 
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VI. Alumni
The Class of 2009:

53% at four-year colleges
33% at two-year colleges
1% at trade/technical schools
13% serving in the Armed Forces, in the workforce, traveling, or undecided. 
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