Moorsbridge Elementary School

Annual Report Narrative for 2008-2009 School Year 
I. Overview of School
A. Basics

- Mission Statement: Moorsbridge Elementary is a community of active learners dedicated to instilling life skills while building a foundation for academic achievement. 
- Principal Nancy Haas
- 585 students for 2008-09 Kindergarten through 5th Grade 
- 62 full-time and part-time faculty and staff (which includes 38 teachers)
- Main office: 323-6400 | 7361 Moorsbridge Road, Portage, MI 49024
B. Accreditation status: No (no state accreditation available other than NCA).
II. School Improvement Plan 
Reading Goal:  Students will in crease literacy skills as measured by DIBELS, STAR, District Benchmark Summaries, and the MEAP test.

Goal Growth:  100% of our students will be reading at or above grade level as measured by the DIBELS, STAR, and MEAP tests.

Writing Goal:  Students will improve their writing in the areas of content, organization, style and mechanics.

Goal Growth:  WE will close the achievement gap between genders and race and increase our writing scores a measured by MEAP by 5 percentage points.  Since we have too few African American students to receive a score for this subgroup in the grades 3 and 4, we will continue to follow this group’s District Benchmark Assessments and track their writing in the classroom, as compared to the white and Asian/Pacific Island Asian groups.  We will track our Africans American students in fifth and work to bring their scores comparable to the White and Asian/Pacific Islander groups.

Tib-bits about Moorsbridge: (According to the MEAP scores)

· Does not have a significant amount of African American students to create sub-groups each year.

· Does have a significant amount of Asian/Pacific Island students to create a sub-group each year.

· Has had a significant amount of economically disadvantaged children each year since 2005 to create a sub-group, except for third grade in the 2008-2009 school year.

· African American students scored the lowest (as compared to other groups) in all areas of the MEAP test.

·  Consistently scores above the State of Michigan average scores.

·  Has a very high mobility rate.

Points to Ponder

Third Grade:



-No gaps in gender, ethnicity and economics.

 

-Not enough SPED or ELL learners to create a subgroup.



-Scoring above the state average in both reading and writing.
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Fourth Grade: 



-No gaps in gender, ethnicity or economics in reading



-No gaps in gender group in writing



-Our economically disadvantaged students scoring 15 points below our advantaged group.



-Our Asian Pacific Islander group scored 13 points higher than our white group in writing.



-Scoring above the state average in both reading and writing.

Fifth Grade:

  

-No gaps in the gender categories.

-Our White students are scoring 16 points higher than our African American students in reading and 20 higher in writing.

-Our Economically advantaged students are scoring 19 points higher than our advantaged students in writing and 15 points higher than our advantaged students in reading.

Changes for the 2009-2010 School Year MEAP:

1. All schools will be testing on the same test on the same day.

2. Only Fourth Grade will take the writing test.

3. The 2009 MEAP will be using a two-column format to improve readability

4. Field test items do not count.

5. MEAP items are written by Michigan Teachers.

2009-2010 SMART Goals

Reading Goal: During the 2009-2010 school year, the number of K-5 students at Moorsbridge Elementary improving their reading (comprehension) skills will increase by 5 % in each grade level as measured by STAR, MEAP and the District Reading Benchmark scores.

	Grade
	District Reading Benchmark Skill
	08-09
	07-08
	MBE Lifetime

	Kindergarten
	Rhymes words Orally
	79%
	75%
	81%

	First 
	Recalls events /Facts
	71%
	NA
	79%

	Second
	Understands and applies comprehension strategies
	73%
	66%
	71%

	Third
	Understands and applies comprehension strategies
	77%
	58%
	62%

	Fourth
	Understands and applies comprehension strategies
	63%
	62%
	73%

	Fifth
	Connects and Compares Text
	70%
	77%
	77%


Writing Goal: During the 2009-2010 school year the number of students at Moorsbridge improving their writing skills in targeted traits will increase 5% at each grade level (see chart) as measured by the District Bench mark scores. For Fourth Grade, we will also use the MEAP as a measurement for evaluating growth of clear, organized paragraphs.

	Grade
	District Writing Benchmark Skill
	08-09
	07-08
	MBE Lifetime

	Kindergarten
	Expresses thoughts through pictures
	81%
	68%
	81%

	First 
	
	
	
	

	Second
	Clusters ideas into paragraphs
	68%
	71%
	58%
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	Third
	Writes a clearly focused paragraph with details and examples
	77%
	75%
	66%

	Fourth
	Creates clear, well organized paragraphs
	58%
	85%
	84%

	Fifth
	Strong persuasive language 
	56%
	66%
	79%


III. Student Assessment Data

See individual school data in District Report: http://www.portageps.org/information/annualreports/PPS_DisagbySchool3-5.pdf
IV. Adequate Yearly Progress Data
- Current: Met all elementary Annual Yearly Progress (AYP) requirements and earned an “A” on the state’s school report card.

- Previous year: Met AYP and “A” on school report card. 

V. Parent Involvement

A. Parent/Teacher Conference Attendance: 100% (March 2009)
B. Parent involvement policy: Parents are invited to participate in strategic management, curriculum review and revision, school improvement teams, site-based teams, parent-teacher organizations, and as active volunteers in the daily education of students.
VI. Core Curriculum

A. Status of core curriculum:

- English language arts, math, social studies, science, health, arts, physical, and technology education. 

- Curriculum and instruction are implemented and sequenced within the building to ensure both the horizontal and vertical cross-district alignment.

- Legacy of Literacy basal series integrates reading, grammar, spelling, phonics, and writing.

- Hands-on science.

- Scott Foresman Mathematics.
- Variety of instructional techniques, including: team teaching, thematic-integrated instruction, cooperative learning and process writing.

B. Variance from Michigan Curriculum Framework: None

VII. Teacher Qualification

A. Percentage of teachers holding different types of teaching certificates and advanced degrees: 
- 16% provisional certificates
- 68% hold masters degrees

B. Percentage of classes taught by teachers not “highly qualified” and status of meeting state objectives for district / buildings for “highly qualified:” 
- Zero (all teachers are highly qualified). 
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- We also have 11 teachers and our principal trained in Aesthetic Education for the Arts, which is a part of the Lincoln Center Institute for the Arts in Education Program.

C. Parents have the right to know the particular teacher qualifications of their student’s teachers. District point of contact for this information is Human Resources at 323-5174. 
Posted: October 6, 2009
