
Angling Road School Family Newsletter 
Welcome to the week of May 10 & 17, 2010 

Karen Witvoet, Principal 
Linda Bowen & Debbie Slager, Secretaries 
Telephone (269) 323-6000   FAX 323-6090  

Email:  kwitvoet@portageps.org 

Vision Statement: The teachers, staff, & parents of Angling Road School will 

educate our children to be confident, caring citizens, ready for the responsibilities & 

challenges of the future.   

 
Please sign up for our ELECTRONIC ANGLING ROAD NEWSLETTERS:  Get the Angling Road Family 

Newsletter by email. Just sign up by going to www.portageps.org, then Elementary, then Angling 

Road. Fill in your name and email address and that’s all there is to it!  Enjoy a snapshot of Angling 

Road activities and current school news.  

 

CALENDAR DATES: Please call in Student Absences - 323-6000.   

 May 3-30:   Kalamazoo Institute of Arts Student Exhibit  

May 11: 2
nd

 & 3
rd

 Grade Spring Musical, Daytime Performance 

at 2:30 p.m. & Evening Performance, 7:00 p.m.  

May 13 & 14:  JUMP ROPE FOR HEART during the school day! 

Students will Jump Rope for Heart at different times 

throughout the two days with their grade level friends!    

May 17-21: Scholastic Book Fair – Buy One Get One 

Free Books. Student will be able to purchase books 

during class library times, and/or Tuesday, May 

18
th

, 8:45-12:00 and Friday, May 21
st
 8:45-10:30 

a.m.  (All books are buy one get one of equal/lesser 

value free.)  Have fun!  
May 18:  5

th
 Grade Choir Concert,  2:30 p.m.  & 7:00 p.m.  

May 20-22:  ROOF SIT PROJECT, sponsored by CREW Kids!  

May 24:  Special Open House Celebration for our three retiring staff members, 

Mrs. Helen Fox, Mr. Bob Jaquays, and Mrs. Anne Schrock.  4:00-5:30 p.m.      

 May 26:  3
rd

, 4
th

, 5
th

 Grades go to the Kalamazoo Kings Game 

May 27:  GIRLS ON THE RUN 5K EVENT! 

May 28:  End of the Year Celebration FIELD DAY!  

May 31:  NO SCHOOL – MEMORIAL DAY observation 

June 1:  Rain Day for Field Day 

June 2:  5
th

 Grade Talent Show, 9:30 a.m. in the gym 

June 3:  CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY 2:00 p.m. in the gym 

June 4:  Last Day of School for Students and Staff  

June 14:    Report Cards will be mailed out to all families 

 

PARENTS/GUARDIANS:  Please complete the Participation/Activity Fee Survey below.     

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/6RDHJDN   Portage Public Schools is gathering information from 

mailto:kwitvoet@portageps.org
http://www.portageps.org/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/6RDHJDN


all families and district stakeholders concerning implementation of a participation fee for middle and 

high school students in most extra-curricular activities.  This fee would impact students that 

participate in extra-curricular activities such as athletics, school plays, debate, forensics, some clubs, 

and intramural activities. An extra-curricular activity is one that occurs outside of the school day is 

not part of a class. (Note: marching band, choir, and orchestra are excluded as they are part of a 

related class) The survey will assist the district in completing a final recommendation for the 2010-

2011 school year. Thank you in advance for taking the time to assist the district in providing the very 

best programming possible for students in Portage Public Schools.   

 

2010-2011 KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION: Children who will be 

five years old on or before December 1, 2010 are eligible for kindergarten during the 2010-2011 
school year.  Please contact our school office at 323-6000 to registration information.     
  

CURIOUS KIDS – CHILD CARE - REGISTER SOON! - Curious Kids offers 
child care for various ages at several sites throughout the district.  We provide meals and snacks, fun 
activities and a safe and welcoming environment!  Flexible payment plans and family discounts!  Please 

contact us at 323-6780 for more information! Angling Road Elementary School will host a 
Curious Kids Program for the 2010/2011 school year!   Call Curious Kids, 323-6764 for 
registration materials! 

 

Portage Education Foundation launches PEF Now Appeal 

 The Portage Education Foundation (PEF) has established PEF Now, an annual appeal created in 

response to community feedback.  When the legislature cut school funding in the fall, community members 

were asked for suggestions on how to address our school funding crisis.  One comment heard again and 

again was that individuals were willing to make donations to Portage Public Schools.  That's when PEF 
decided to start PEF Now.   

Since the 2002-2003 school year, PPS has cut $5 million from its budget.  While PPS has made 

every effort to prevent cuts from impacting its instructional services, the district cannot continue to provide 

an outstanding education without financial support.  Our schools are no longer receiving sufficient support 

from Lansing.  Many may question how we can build new schools when we are in the funding 

crisis.  These are actually two separate issues.  By law, monies raised from a bond initiative cannot be used 

for classroom activities or teacher salaries.  The bond was earmarked for new schools, renovations and 

improved technology.  Bond monies cannot be used to pay operational expenses.   
We are asking PPS parents and alumni, as well as local homeowners and area businesses -    

everyone who shares an essential role in the success of our public school system - to participate in this 

appeal.  Our goal is to raise $1.3 million, which was cut from our budget in the fall of 2009.  We are 

requesting $30 a month, the equivalent of approximately $1 a day - that's less than the average coffee or 
soda.  We hope that every family and area business will contribute to the extent that they can.  

Invest today in the future of Portage.  Working together, we can help the Portage Public 

Schools continue to offer an outstanding education to our students - an education not 

possible with public funding alone.    Please visit our website to learn more about this appeal and 

make a donation.  www.portageeducationfoundation.org. 
    

Voluntary Student Insurance Program  During this school year the Portage Board of 

Education made available a voluntary student accident insurance program.  Since the District has made this insurance 
available, an increasing number of parents/guardians have been taking advantage of this inexpensive policy.  This fact 
dictates that as a community service, we will continue to offer this voluntary insurance. 

The District offers this program because of trends in rising family health and dental insurance costs, increased 

deductibles, and co-payments.  Furthermore, in an attempt to limit the Districts' rising insurance costs, this program provides 
an alternative for claims due to accidental injuries that unfortunately occur on our property.  This is the case for both during 
and after school hours. 

The plan described in the brochure you'll receive in the fall has been designed to respond to diverse family 
insurance needs.  Coverage provided can help decrease the burden of unexpected medical and dental expenses, including 

http://www.portageeducationfoundation.org/


those left unpaid due to family insurance deductibles and co-payments.  Please watch for the enrollment forms at the start of 
the next school year.   
 

Angling Road Cafeteria Procedures :  I have had a couple of questions about our staff 

“asking the students to retrieve their lunches out of the garbage so they can finish their lunch.”  As a staff, we are 
trying to encourage students to eat all of their lunch that parents have either sent to school or paid for.  For about 
a month, we tried to “weigh” the garbage in an effort to encourage kids to throw away less food (we modeled this 
after what Sherman Lake does).  THAT DID NOT WORK so we stopped that! Our cafeteria supervisors 
“encourage” students to eat as much of their lunch as they can.  We would rather they take home the amount of 
food they don’t eat so that parents are aware of what their kids are eating (or not eating!)  We also want students 
to take home any unused/unopened lunch items!  So, please know that we are NOT asking students to eat out 
of the garbage!  Just like parents, we are encouraging students to eat nutritious and healthy lunches!  (Just FYI, 
we also encourage students to eat a sandwich, etc. rather than just popcorn or chips!)   Gee, I sound like a mom! 
Thank you, and please call me with any questions!  Karen Witvoet     
      

School Bus Transportation for 2010-2011   

ü Do you want your student to ride the school bus next year?   
ü Do you want to save time and money and help the environment at the same too?  

In order for Portage Public Schools to provide a safe and orderly bus ride, we require all 
parents to register their students for bus service.     Portage students will not be scheduled for bus 
service unless the parents/guardians notify the transportation department in writing. You may sign up 
online after May 1 at www.portageps.org; or you may download the form at 
http://www.portageps.org/departments/transportation/requestform/transportation_requestf
orm.pdf and submit it to the transportation office via fax, mail or your student’s bus driver.  If 
you do not have internet access, you may obtain a Transportation Request form at any Portage 
school or transportation office. 

As a reminder, all students may be expected to walk up to 1-½ miles to school. Elementary 
students may walk up to ½ mile to a bus stop and middle & high students may walk up to 1 mile to a bus 
stop wherever appropriate walkways and traffic signs are available.  Eligible students signing up for 
transportation will be assigned to bus stops based on their home address. 

If you would like your students to ride the bus next year, please sign up early.  Bus 
assignments will be based on the student’s home address as listed on the schools records.  
Students signing up by June 30 will receive a postcard in late August with specific 
transportation information. 
Students not replying by June 30 may compromise our ability to provide timely bus service in 
the fall   For more information, please ask your bus driver or call Transportation at 323-5151.  Thank you 
in advance for your timely responses.  Don’t delay, sign up today.  You don’t want to miss the bus! 
 

Go to the KIA in May for the Student Exhibit –now through 

May 30th.  Congratulations to the following students who are representing our school in the 

Young Artists of Kalamazoo County exhibit at the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts! Olivia Kakabeeke, 
Maddie O’Meara, Melody Yang, Alexander Sanchez-Buchanan, Miette Smith, Jack Eiden, Cade 
Smith, Faith Andrews, Taryn Ross, Brennan Green, Ella Gilmour, John-Mark Torrence, Drew 
Spielvogel, William Prowse, Emily Bright, Brooke Rogers, Lizzy Verduzco, Lauren Chavis, Audrey 
Everett, Elliot Hoinville, Sam Proos, Lily Bryan, Zacharie Kelly, Nathan Chapleau, Sarah Dillon, 
Alyssa Rainwater, Alanah Izenbaard, and Robbie Gamez.    

 

Thank you to our PTO, Carnival Committee, Parents, 

Middle/High School Students, AR Staff, and all the 

students for organizing a FANTASTIC ANGLING 

ROAD CARNIVAL for all of us!  We LOVE CARNIVAL!   
 

http://www.portageps.org/
http://www.portageps.org/departments/transportation/requestform/transportation_requestform.pdf
http://www.portageps.org/departments/transportation/requestform/transportation_requestform.pdf


Enrollment Information Is Now Online 
 

In efforts to improve customer service and continue our efforts to place more information online, Portage 

Schools has launched a new “Enroll Now” section on its website. There is an “Enroll Now” link on the 

homepage, in the upper left corner of www.portageps.org. Meanwhile, the direct link is: 

http://www.portageps.org/enrollment/default.aspx.  

 

The enrollment page contains links to all the information and forms necessary for enrolling a new student. 
The site, launched in April, includes enrollment instructions for both residents and non-residents (and 

includes information about “Schools of Choice”).  

 

There are links to the “Program of Studies” and counseling office contacts for middle school and high 

school students. There are also links to information including what immunizations are required, how to find 

the “Street Guide” for those who may not know which school covers their neighborhood, and a listing of 

postal addresses for each school for those who want to mail in enrollments. A Frequently-Asked-Questions 

section provides further information and will be expanded as needed. 

 

Having this information online will be especially useful for families moving in from out of town who have 

limited “time on the ground” and for parents enrolling kindergarten students, reducing the number of trips 

to their school. Some families may use this site as a way to obtain the forms so they can be filled out at 
home, and then brought into the school, while others – especially those coming from out-of-town – may 

access the materials and mail the enrollments into their school.  

   

JUMP ROPE FOR HEART 
WHEN:     May 13, 2010 and May 14, 2010 

This year we will be holding our event during the school day for a one  

hour period with each grade level jumping together.  

2
nd

, 3
rd

, 4
th

 and 5
th

 grades on Thursday and 1
st
 grade on Friday 

(E² and students absent on Thursday may join the Friday group for jumping.)  
  

Angling Road Elementary will be sponsoring its annual JUMP ROPE FOR HEART 

event!  This year everyone will have the opportunity to jump and learn about their hearts 

in an all school event organized by grade level. Students will learn jump-rope skills while 

learning how their hearts work and how to take care of them through physical activity 

and nutrition. You can help by asking friends and family to give in support of your 

child’s efforts. The American Heart Association web site makes it easy. Your child can 

set up a Web page and you can email friends/family to make secure donations. Visit 

www.americanheart.org/jump  to get started. Money or check donations may also be 

made and put into your child’s sponsor envelope. Checks made payable to the American 

Heart Association. 

 

Remember: We ask that your child NOT go door to door asking for donations. If your 

employer has a matching gifts program, please include the matched amounts on the 

Sponsor Form of the collection envelope.  
 

¶ Collection envelopes due by May 14. 

¶ If you have any questions, please contact school.   
(Nancy Rogers 323-6001 or Sue Split 323-6028, office 323-6000) 

http://www.portageps.org/
http://www.portageps.org/enrollment/default.aspx
http://www.americanheart.org/jump

