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The staff and parents at Woodland school work cooperatively to develop the whole child in an atmosphere of respect and dignity
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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER
Happy New Year!
We hope you had a fun-filled and restful holiday.  With January’s arrival, we are looking forward to getting back to our daily schedule and routines and continuing to provide the best possible education for your child(ren).  
Here is a quick run down on Woodland happenings:
· We will be doing DIBELS reading assessments over the next two weeks, and fifth grade students will be completing Performance Series testing in reading and math.   
· We are excited to be offering training on bullying prevention for students, teachers and parents in February and will be starting a new behavior incentive program.  More details later. 
· Over break, our bus loop was expanded-yaaaa.  There will no longer be buses in the parent loop.  Thank you for your patience regarding this.  This will help ease the overcrowding at dismissal time

A big THANK YOU for the outpouring of support for Woodland's PTO Holiday Gift Giving Project.  Due to your generosity, we were able to provide gifts of toys and clothing for 18 Woodland children. We'd also like to thank the teachers for making this a part of their classroom celebrations and the shoppers who gave so generously of their time during the busy holiday season.  

We appreciate all you do to help your child be successful in school.  Something as simple as checking your child’s backpack each night for papers and notes, and taking a few minutes to discuss schoolwork can have a major impact on how your child does.  Thanks for your help!  We are also trying to help children learn to be independent and take responsibility for their belongings.  We want them to have everything they need for school when they arrive.  If parents are constantly bringing forgotten boots, lunches etc. to them during the day, it can become a pattern and can give the message that students do not have to be responsible for their things. Once in a while, of course, is fine.  We just do not want it to become a “crutch”. 


CONFERENCES
It’s hard to believe but it is almost time for parent-teacher conferences again.  It is so important for the success of your child for parents and teacher to have that communication link.  

Woodland conference dates are February 21 and 22.  Please make a note of it.  Your conference time will be coming home in early February.


DATES TO REMEMBER:
Jan 27		No school, End of Semester
February 1	5th Grade Parent meetings at middle schools 
Feb 21, 22	Conferences
Feb. 24		No school, Mid-Winter Break
March 29	½ day of school, dismissal 11:57
March 30	No school, Spring Friday
April 2-6	No school, Spring Recess
April 9		Classes resume
May 28		No school, Memorial Day
June 1	Half day of school
Last day of school

















BULLYING PREVENTION AT WOODLAND! MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
We hope you can join us for this fun family night on bulling prevention on February 9.  On February 9th and 10th renowned bullying prevention speaker Marcia McEvoy will be working with Woodland students on friendship skills and how to stop mean behavior and bullying.  Teachers will be trained after school; a parent presentation will be given in the gym 7:00-8:30 on Feb. 9.  This free event will help you as parents get information and tips that will help you help your child.

HELPING KIDS GET ALONG AT SCHOOL:  WHAT PARENTS CAN DO TO REDUCE STUDENT CRUELTY AND IMPROVE PEER-TO-PEER RELATIONSHIPS
Workshop Presenter:  Marcia McEvoy, Ph.D.
Licensed Psychologist
McEvoy Consulting, LLC
Grand Rapids, MI

Date:  February 9, 2012 
Place: Woodland Elementary
Time: 7:00-8:30 PM
No cost
In this workshop, parents will be presented with information about how to work collaboratively with the school to reduce mean behavior.  Strategies for addressing mean teasing, exclusion, name calling, bullying, ridiculing, threatening, intimidation, and harassment will be shared.  
In this often humorous and interactive presentation, parents will learn about the dynamics of mean behavior as well as the impact of peer cruelty on students.  Our school’s plan to address even mildly hurtful behaviors will be discussed.  Parents will be taught strategies to help their children whether their students are bystanders, targets, or acting aggressively.  Strategies will be demonstrated through a series of lively role-plays and video clips.
Come join us for this dynamic event!
About the Presenter:
Dr. Marcia McEvoy is a licensed psychologist who has worked in a variety of professional settings including public schools, community mental health, a child guidance clinic, and two universities.  She has been a clinician, prevention specialist, lecturer, author, and university instructor.  She presently owns her own private consulting business.  Dr. McEvoy is an expert in the area of violence prevention, including the prevention of youth suicide.  She is the co-author of a book entitled Preventing Youth Suicide: A Handbook for Educators and Human Service Professionals.  She is currently co-authoring a book on the prevention of school-based aggression, with an emphasis on bullying, mean teasing, intimidation, and harassment.  She has trained thousands of school personnel, parents, and students on this topic, and is sought as a consultant to schools all over Michigan and the midwest. 

KINDERGARTEN ROUNDUP
We are beginning to collect names of youngsters who will be attending kindergarten at Woodland next fall.  Any child, who will be five years old on or before December 1, 2012, will be eligible to attend kindergarten.  It is most important that you register prior to February 10, 2012.  Current Young Fives students need not re-register.

To register, please call Woodland at 323-6600.  Specific enrollment and medical information will be sent to you once we have received your registration information.  Your help in communicating this request to your friends and neighbors is appreciated.

2011-2012 REPORT CARD SEND HOME DATES
Report cards will be sent home with students on the following dates:
2nd Quarter:  Monday, February 6
3rd Quarter:  Monday, April 9
4th Quarter:   Mailed out from the office on 
                     Wednesday, June 6


REQUEST TO STAY INDOORS FOR RECESS
We believe that except on rare occasions, if a child is well enough to be in school they are well enough to go outside and enjoy recess.  In addition, an adult must always be present to supervise a child staying in for recess, which takes away from staff lunch times and office staff duties. Therefore, a note from a physician stating the child is to remain indoors for recess is required for a child to be individually supervised during recess time. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation with this matter.
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LABEL STUDENT OUTERWEAR!
Winter weather has arrived and students need to dress for it! Children should be wearing winter jackets, snow pants, boots, hats, and gloves or mittens to school.  PLEASE WRITE STUDENT NAMES INSIDE COATS, GLOVES AND BOOTS.  We have many students with look-alike clothing and a multitude of items that end up in Lost and Found.  Labeling clothing will assist us in returning lost outerwear to students. 
Note: If the actual temperature or wind chill (not predicted) at recess time is below zero degrees we will have indoor recess. Please have children come to school dressed with the anticipation of spending a thirty-minute recess outside. 

FIFTH GRADE PARENT NIGHT
Parents of fifth graders, please plan to attend the orientation meeting at your child’s middle schools. All middle schools will be holding their meeting on February 1 but the times may vary.  Letters are being mailed from the middle schools with more information.

TOYS and CELL PHONES AT SCHOOL 
Toys at school do cause considerable problems and classroom interruptions.  Even with the best intentions, children find it hard to leave them in their desk or lockers until playtime.  Therefore, teachers spend much time correcting and giving reminders.  It is also difficult to keep other envious children from touching, and sometimes taking, desired items.  We ask your cooperation in seeing that toys are not brought to school.  Bringing balls and game equipment for the playground is acceptable.  Electronic games, radios, tape recorders, dolls, transformers, Beanie Babies, and other small games and toys are NOT ALLOWED. 

Cell phones must remain off and in the student’s back pack.

VALENTINES DAY DANCE INFO:
You and your father/uncle/grandfather are invited for a night of dancing in the Woodland gymnasium February 10. Dance begins at 7pm and ends at 9pm.  Admission is $10.00 per couple/family.  A light snack will be provided. Pictures will be provided by Becky Shehorn.  A disc will be available for purchase for $5.00. Direct any questions to Judy Powers at tjcl17@att.net. Sponsored by Girl Scout troop 80819.
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