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The staff and parents at Woodland school work cragjpyely to develop the whole
child in an atmosphere of respect and dignity

~ GREETINGS WOODLAND FAMILIES

~ Wow, what a winter we are having.

The snow just keeps coming down, but the blue sk
and sunshine gives us all hope that spring wilhsog
be here. As a reminder, please make sure that yq
children are coming to school equipped to play i
the snow. It is important that your child comes

with boots, snow pants, a hat and gloves every day!
We take students outside unless the wind chill

registers below O degrees. Speaking of hats a
mittens, we have LOTS in our lost and found
Please remind your children to check it out if they

are missing items. You are welcome to look tog.

The lost and found is in the lobby behind the digpl
case.

It's hard to believe but it is almost time for pat-e
teacher conferences again. It is so importanthier
success of your child for parents and teacher ¥e ha
that communication link.

We hope you enjoy this month’s edition of the
Woodland Newsletter.

Sue O’Donnell

WOODLAND WEBSITE

Check out the new and improved Woodlardsite
www.portage.org/schools/elementary/wod/default.ntm It IS
updated on a weekly basis. Many thanks to ot
webmasters Laurie Gilman and Tammy Lefaive.

REPORT CARDS SENT HOME FEB. 12
Report cards will be sent home with students on
Thursday, February 12

Ir

SNOW-SudentsNeedOutdoorWear!

Please send students
prepared for snow and cold
for 30 minutes per day.
Thank you

SPRING CONFERENCES
Your spring conference schedule was sent home
January 30. Please note that Woodland’s conference
dates are February 25 and 26. We look forward to
seeing you.

Students will attend schoall day onFebruary 25.
Students will attend schodlalf day on February
26.

ATTENTION: GIRLS ON THE RUN
PARTICIPANTS:

All the girls who applied have been placed onto
teams for this year's Girls on the Run program! If
you are participating, we will be having a shoe
fitting on Monday, February 16th. Our time with
the people doing the fitting is from 1:30-2:45.
Please make every effort to be in school and wear
socks on that day. If you have any questions,sglea
call Mr. Getsinger at 323-6630.

CUPSTACKING CLUB?

We are just finishing our cupstacking unit in
physical educatian A parent approached me with
the thought of possibly starting an after school
cupstacking club since her child was so excited
about this sport. At this point we are just tryiag
gauge the interest level for this before we takg an
further steps in our planning. If your child midye
interested in participating in this, pleassitact me
(Mr. Gestinger) at 323-6630 or
mgetsinger@portageps.org




On the evening of January 6, 2009, PPS hosted a

parent meeting sponsored by the State of Michi-
gan’s Office of the Attorney General entiti€yber
Safety Initiative Since the meeting, people have
asked, What do we have in place district-wide to|
promote cyber safety for our students?”

In grades 2 through 5, media specialists integtede
iSafe curriculum into tlir lessons. There are 13Nits

covering issues such as being a member of a cyher

community, web site reliability, FBI safety rulesca
cyber bullying. For more information regarding thg
iSafeprogramming, please visitww.isafe.org

When students use computers at school, eagh
student has his own internal network account, which

means his project fileare not accessiblevia the

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

If you have a child who will be five years old on o
before December 1, 2009, please call the office at
323-6600. Parents need to fill out enrollment
information as we plan for fall classes. Pleasgspa
this information along to neighbors and friends who
may have a child this age.

There will be a meeting for parents of incoming
kindergarteners on March 19 at 6:30 pm. This is
your chance to ask questions and sign up for
kindergarten screening.

If you will be attending 12 Street Elementary,
please call Waylee at 323-6500.

5TH GRADE MIDDLE SCHOOL PARENT
ORIENTATION

internet and therefore only school personnel cgn Please plan on attending the orientation meetings a

view them. Account usernames are generally

formatted as 3 initial — Last name - bldg
abbreviation. The password is the last four
characters of the student’s id at the elementami.le

the middle schools for 5th grade parents. The
meetings will be at:

Central Middle School on February 10 @6:30pm
North Middle School on February 10 @6:00pm

For example the student John Doe who attendls \yest Middle Schoolon February 10 @7:00pm

Amberly with a student id of 12345678 would have

a username of JDoeAMB and a password of 5678.

Jim Doe would have a username of JDoeAMBI.
These usernames can never be seen by anyone on
the world-wide-web.

For students who are using district-sponsored or

Letters are being mailed from the middle schools
with more information.

5" GRADE HUMAN GROWTH
DEVELOPMENT PARENT MEETING

A meeting for fifth grade parents regarding the am
Growth and Development curriculum will take plage o

AND

subscription-based websites at school or at home, Tuesday, February 17, 2009 at 6:30 -8:00 PM in the
their usernames and passwords are only used to gpin Community Ed Board Room at the PPS Administration

access to the content and are only viewable by thei

teachers or web hodio personal information is
published to the world-wide-web for public
consumption.

To protect students while working online, our
district uses aveb filter that blocks inappropriate
content Currently, there are 24 different categorie$
that are blocked from Portage Public Schoal

\°4

computers including sites related to mature content

chat rooms, instant messaging, gambling, illega

drugs, social networks, pornography, spyware and

violence.

Building.
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Just Arrived!

Reusable Grocery Bags!
Only $2.00!

Go Green and be one of the first to get one of |

Portage’s very own reusable grocery bags. Not

only do they help us save the environment, they &
stylish and show off our school pride!

Woodland’s Student Council members came up withesdiffierent ways to use these awesome
bags!

%

Bags are available for purchase now!
They will be sold each Wednesday morning in frant o
room 110 (Miss Braden’s room).
But you can also fill out the order form below amé will deliver the bags to your child at
Woodland.

Order Form for PPS Reusable Grocery Bags
Parent Name Phone #
Child’s Name Teacher
# of Bags Total
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Third grade edged out fourth grade to win the Daettthe Pigeon Read Your Book contest by turning
in more bookmarks than any other grade. Congitaakito all our readers at Woodland.

The Castle haseen a favorite spot for reading. Students in gosde levels have been coming down
to read in the castle’s upper level. Stop by akehyour child show you where s/he likes to read
silently.

Chess Clubhas started up again and we have over 30 boygidagbarticipating. We meet on
Wednesday at 3:45, and if you are in grades 2 eubnyay want to try it.

Watch for your & or 5" grade student as they enter Pirate Pete’s Mybteny in February. Students

will have a series of clues to solve and can hahe ftom Mom or Dad. Clues will be hiding in the
Media Center and your student will use variousregfee materials to solve the puzzle and unscramble
the clue hidden within. This hunt will involve gmem solving, higher level thinking skills, and
computer search skills to complete. Last yearsgrdid quite well and I look forward to the stuten
trying their skill this year.

Readers of the Roundtaliias started and over 20 students have alreadgctumrthe bookmark. Extra
bookmarks are available in the Media Center. phisnotion encourages students to read books from
our Media Center.

The Media Center hasmany books that aremissing and we need your help in looking
around the house for stray books. We are alsagomshelf check. Thank you for your help.

HINTS to avoid overdue books Keep books from school in a special place sottihey can easily be

found when needed. Make a note on the calendachwiiy is book exchange day. Remind your
student that it is his responsibility to get th@k® back to school.

Happy Valentine’s Day toou s q



