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PAWSOME EXPECTATIONS:  RESPECTFUL, RESPONSIBLE, SAFE, CARING
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Because of You… (Amberly School Community)
There are children living sad, stormy lives,
Who had moments of pure happiness, pure childhood, because of you!

There are students, reading and writing, with joy for first time, because of you!

There are children, realizing, at least for a moment, that they are pure gold,
because of you!
There are students, dusting off their forgotten dreams,
And thinking once more about the stars,
BECAUSE OF YOU!!!

Upcoming Events
B&N Bookfair – 
          Dec. 8 
Student Council Hat Day– Dec 9
Winter Break: Dec. 26 – Jan.6
School Resumes
January 9th
Donuts for Dads
January 19th 




Principal’s News – New MEAP Cut Scores
You may have already read in the newspaper or heard on the evening news the State of Michigan Department of Education has raised “cut scores” for the Michigan Educational Assessment Program (MEAP) this school year.  Students in grades 3 -5 at Amberly Elementary, like all students in these elementary grades within the state of Michigan, are required to take this test. So what are cut scores and why have they been changed for this school year?
Scores for all state assessments are reported in ranges called performance levels. The MEAP uses four performance levels: Advanced, Proficient, Partially Proficient and Not Proficient. A cut score is the point on the scale that separates one performance level from the next. 
  Why were new cut scores established?
The cut scores were raise to give Michigan parents, students and teachers a better sense of whether students are adequately prepared for the next step in their education and a future career in a global economy. The new cut scores apply to this year’s testing (2011-12).
The new cut scores represent a significantly higher standard for student achievement and are intended to more accurately reflect a student’s progress toward college and career readiness. On some pervious tests, students could have answered as few as 40% of the questions correctly to be considered proficient. Under the new scoring system, students will have to correctly answer a much higher percentage of questions. Michigan is one of only three states in the nation (along with New York and Tennessee) to move to this top tier level of test scoring. 
How different are the new cut scores?
The new cut scores represent student achievement relative to being on track to career and college readiness in high school and on track to proficiency in the next grade level for grades 3-9, whereas the old cut scores represented a more basic level of achievement. 
What impact will the new cut scores have?  Like all schools in Michigan, Amberly’s proficiency rates are expected to decline when they are publicly released in the spring.  While we anticipate an initial drop in the number of students reported “proficient” we are confident this change will be temporary due to our ongoing school improvement efforts and continued support to students experiencing academic challenges. 
Please remember that the MEAP is only one of the measures we use to monitor and determine student academic progress. As always, we will continue to partner with parents/guardians to assist all students in academic and social/emotional success.
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Mark your calendar to attend the Amberly Barnes & Noble Bookfair on Thursday evening, December 8th from 5 to 9 p.m.   Not only will this give you a chance to assist our school in gaining more reading materials in the Media Center, but it will also provide you specific time for holiday shopping!  You must present the voucher below at checkout for Amberly to receive credit for your purchase!  If you can’t attend the bookfair on December 8th, you may also support Amberly by purchasing online at bn.com/bookfairs and entering Bookfair ID 10600997 at the online checkout. Thank you for your support in making this event a success. 
Amberly’s Barnes & Noble Bookfair: 
Thursday, December 8th, 5 to 9 p.m. 
 The holiday season is often a time for reflection and giving thanks.  There is so much to be thankful for at Amberly Elementary School. Our staff is committed to teaching, continual learning and giving their best each and every day to our students.  Our parents/guardians are involved, supportive and present in our school.  Because of you so much good is happening at Amberly Elementary: a beautiful new main entrance, an expansion of our Baggie Book Program, wonderful enrichment programs to advance student learning, fifth grade camp, field trips, activities & presentations for students, positive, proactive communication, and a safe and welcoming school environment and your generous donations to assist students in need.   We are truly blessed to be in such a wonderful school community!  Thank you for joining hands to promote educational excellence for all the students of Amberly! 
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We have recently installed a new welcome sign as you enter our building as well as hallway banners promoting our Pawsome Expectations of Respectful, Responsible, Safe and Caring.
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Thank You Amberly Families!
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We have had a great response to families joining Ski Club this year.  Bus transportation is provided for students in grades 4 & 5 who have signed up for this transportation at the initial Ski Club meeting.  ALL STUDENTS IN THE AMBERLY SKI CLUB ARE REQUIRED TO WEAR SKI HELMETS WHILE SKING!!   If you missed the initial ordering of ski helmets at school via Bronson Hospital and Safe Kids Kalamazoo please contact Bronson Hospital regarding purchasing helmets at a discount rate directly through them. The website for this is: http://www.safekidskalamazoo.org/
The Ski Club will go to Timber Ridge every Wednesday from January 11th to March 7th (weather permitting). 

Ski Club Begins Wednesday, January 11th!
The last day of school prior to Winter Break is Friday, December 23rd.  Students and staff will have from Monday, December 26th to Friday January 6th off for Winter Break.  School will resume at 8:25 a.m. on Monday, January 9th!
Community Sharing Food Drive – THANK YOU!!!
Community Sharing was a big success! With the help of students, parents, and staff, Amberly collected 1,173 food items and $62.75 this year! This food and money will be distributed to families in need here in Portage through the help of the Portage Community Center. Thank you to everyone who participated in making this annual food drive happen. In particular, a huge thank you goes out to our Amberly volunteers who gave up a Friday afternoon to carry, count, and deliver the donations to the Portage Community Center: Troy Bach, Julie Bosch, Marcie Compton, Anne Louise Coryell, Eileen Findley, Cia Frey, Maggie Higgins, Melanie Lockwood, Rita McKenzie, & Steve Mott.  Thank you also to Mary Daoust, Linda Dunphey, and Michele Frey for their help on this project in the office. Thank you to the Amberly teachers for helping to promote this cause in their classrooms. Finally, thank you to the Amberly students and parents who donated so generously to the Community Sharing Food Drive. Your generosity will make a difference in the lives of many this holiday season.
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Winter Break: December 26 – January 6 School Resumes January 9th!

Students with birthdays during the month of December and June (half birthdays) will enjoy an ice cream sundae cup with Mrs. Daoust on Tuesday, December 20th.  Students will have a choice of a vanilla or chocolate ice cream sundae cups. There are no nuts in the sundae cups – just ice cream and flavored syrup.  If your child has food sensitivities to any ingredients that may be found in the ice cream cups, please contact the office so a substitute treat can be provided. If your family does not celebrate birthdays, please also inform the office and an invitation will not be sent to your child.

December and June Birthday Celebrations: December 20th
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Holiday Rock N’ Roll Assembly: December 21st!
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Amberly students will be treated to fun upbeat holiday music when Dynamic West School Assemblies visits us on December 21st to present a Holiday Rock n’ Roll show.  This is sure to be a fun and exciting show to get us all in the holiday spirit!
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The Amberly Student Council will be sponsoring a Hat Day on Friday, December 9th!  Students are asked to wear their favorite hat and bring $1 to donate to the Portage Community Center.  Money collected will be used to purchase winter hats for those in need right here in Portage.  MARK YOUR CALENDAR – Friday, December 9th – wear your favorite hat and bring $1 for those in need!

Student Council Hat Day – Friday, December 9th!
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Dads, step dads, granddads, uncles and any other special person in a student’s life are invited to Donuts for Dads on Thursday, January 19th from 8 to 8:35 a.m. in the Amberly Elementary School Cafeteria.  Please come and enjoy a donut, coffee and/or milk with the child you serve as a positive role model for!



Winter weather has arrived and students need to dress for it! Children should be wearing winter jackets, snow pants, boots, hats and gloves or mittens to school.  PLEASE WRITE STUDENT NAMES INSIDE COATS, SNOW PANTS, GLOVES AND BOOTS.  We have many students with look-alike clothing and a multitude of items that end up in Lost and Found.  Labeling clothing will assist us in returning lost outerwear to students. 
Note: If the actual temperature (not predicted) at recess time is below zero or –15 degrees wind chill we will have indoor recess. Please have children come to school dressed with the anticipation of spending a thirty-minute recess outside. 

[image: ]
DRESS FOR THE WEATHER & LABEL OUTERWEAR!
Requests to Stay Indoors for Recess
We believe that except on rare occasions, if a child is well enough to be in school they are well enough to go outside and enjoy recess.  In addition, an adult must always be present to supervise a child staying in for recess, which takes away from staff lunch times and office staff duties. Therefore, a note from a physician stating the child is to remain indoors for recess is required for a child to be individually supervised during recess time. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation with this matter.

As the holidays come upon us, we often have students who want to give a gift to a special friend at school. Gift giving between students should only occur when it is part of a teacher directed and approved holiday gift exchange.
When certain students exchange gifts with friends at school, someone is always disappointed or feels left out because they did not receive a gift and/or did not have a gift to exchange. This disappointment often becomes an issue in the classroom, lunch and/or recess environment.  The staff of Amberly request all gifts given to a specific friend(s) are exchanged outside of the school environment.  

Students Exchanging Gifts At School
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Donuts for Dads – Thursday, January 19th!

Regular school attendance is basic to much of the success students attain. Daily teaching, interactions of students with teachers and peers, discussions, visual displays, etc. are a crucial part of academic work.  Parents/guardians who wish to have their child miss school for a family vacation should realize the classroom instruction students miss cannot be duplicated. It is difficult for teachers to provide students with make-up work prior to leaving for a vacation due to the need to vary the pace and presentation of instruction to meet the needs of learners who are in attendance. It is up to the teacher’s professional judgment as to whether course work can be provided in advance for the units of instruction students will miss due to vacation.  Teachers will provide students with work missed upon their return from vacation and may seek to teach the child concepts missed during lunch or recess periods.


Anticipated Absence Due To Family Vacations
When severe weather causes school to be closed during the school day, please remember the following procedures:

· Radio stations are notified first in order to alert parents that school closing is imminent. They also carry news in the evening concerning the following school day. 

· If you have access to a computer, school closing information is posted on the Portage Public Schools website at http://www.portageps.org.  Television stations are another good source of information as they normally scroll school closing information at the bottom of the television screen.

· When school is dismissed early, secondary students are dismissed first so they are home when younger siblings arrive. Elementary student buses do not arrive at school for a minimum of 1 to 2 hours after the initial school closing has been announced.

· Students who walk to school may be dismissed before the buses arrive in order to allow them to arrive home prior to conditions worsening.

· Please DO NOT CALL THE SCHOOL!  We are unable to deliver last minute messages at these times of emergency dismissals.  PLEASE INSURE YOUR EARLY DISMISSAL “HEY I’M COMING HOME EARLY” FORM IS UP-TO DATE.  This form is available on the Amberly website under “Information” if you need to update it. 

· Please be certain that you review with your child where s/he is to go in case school closes on days when there is a possibility of severe weather. 
                    					
Severe Weather and Closing School While Already in Session
When Portage Public Schools cancels school due to weather conditions or other emergencies, news media is notified by 6:00 a.m.  School cancellation information is also available online and via the phone.  To access school cancellation information online, visit the Portage Public Schools webpage at www.portageps.org, click on the “Parents & Visitors” box and then on the next page look for the school-closing link on the right hand side. This link will take you to the WWMT-TV website that posts school closings.  District officials have found linking to the WWMT-TV website is the fastest method for families.   Families may also call the Portage Public Schools “School Closing Hotline” at 323-6800 for updates on school closure information. A message is recorded and updated at the same time news media is notified of closures. 
Please note: Anytime the district cancels classes due to severe weather, all afternoon and evening activities in all Portage Public School buildings are also canceled. 

Morning Notification of School Closing
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