THE AMBERLY ADVANTAGE

A School Community Dedicated to Providing a Nurturi

ng and Challenging

Learning Environment for All.

Questions and Answers Regarding
The Proposed Elementary School
Boundaries for 2009

In anticipation of the opening of a new elementary
school on 12th Street in Fall 2009, a committee of
parents representing all elementary & middle school
has worked with school officials the last severahths
to develop a viable plan to revise elementary dtene
boundaries. In this process, every attempt wasenmad
maintain neighborhood school groups, prevent
overcrowding, minimize the numbers of students
moved, and minimize student time on buses.

Last spring, two options were presented to the
community for review and feedback. The committee

has posted a summary of the information via
Portage Public Schools webpage at:
http://www.portageps.org/information/attendancear
eas/default.aspx

Elementary Attendance Area FAQ

Why is PPS changing the EL Attendance Areas?
In the fall of 2007, voters approved a bond issue
which called for the construction of a new
elementary school west of US-131, as well as the
decommissioning of one of our older facilities,
Waylee Elementary. Updates are required both to
establish the attendance area for the new school,
and to accommodate the assignment of Waylee
neighborhoods to other schools. We will also use
this opportunity to address overcrowding presently
occurring at some of our other elementary schools.

working on the boundaries has processed this fe&dba
and has finalized a recommendation for the Board of
Education. This recommendation will be shared with
the Board on Monday, November 24th, at its regular
meeting. The Board will take final action to affithe
plan on December 15th

How was this plan developed?n the fall of

2007, the Attendance Area Study Committee
(AASC) was established to develop the guidelines
for boundary changes, as well as the new
boundaries themselves. The AASC is comprised of
parent representatives from all PPS elementary and
middle schools, along with selected members of the
PPS administrative staff. In the spring of 200&, t
AASC released two candidate proposals to the
public for review and comment. Based on the
feedback they received and a review of projected
enrollment data, the candidate proposals were
adjusted into a single recommendation for the
administration and Board of Education to consider.

In order to provide interested members of community
time to review the plan prior to the meeting, thstrett
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2009 Elementary Attendance Areas

No School Dates

Book Fair/ Favorite Book Day

What are the guiding principles used to make
decisions?

School Cancellation / Dress for the Weather Maintain neighborhood school groups

(neighborhoods attend the same school — EL,

Student Attendance MS, & HS)

Move as few students as possible
(continued next page)




Minimize student time on bus routes

Avoid social economic status imbalances 4
ensure boundaries lead to equitable servic

Maintain secondary school enroliments

You mention social economic status in your
guiding principles. What exactly does this mean
and how was it used?

As per State and Federal Law, we are required to
track and report the number of students partiaigat
in our free/reduced lunch program. This percentg
is often referred to as the Social Economic Statug
SES of the building. The present elementary
average is 22%.

As the AASC worked on the boundaries, this dat
was reviewed to ensure that no imbalances in the
SES rates for the elementaries were created. A
range of +/- 10% was established. None of the
specific changes to the boundaries were made to
balance SES; however some ideas were rejected
they would have lead to SES rates outside of the
target range.

When will the elementary boundary changes take
effect?

Elementary boundaries will be shifted in the fdll o
2009 to coincide with the opening of the 12th Strg
elementary school.

What if | wish my child to remain at his/her
current school?

The district will consider these ‘grandfathering’
requests on a case by case basis, granting those

requests where we are able to do so. Once thelBoar

takes final action in December, a mailing will be
sent to all families to confirm their assignment fo

the 09-10 school year, as well as outline the E®C{

for grandfathering requests in full detail.

| currently have an in-district transfer on file
with the administration. Will that be honored?

\1%

As always, PPS will review these on a case by case

basis, making accommodations where we are abl
it is our intent to honor as many of these existing
arrangements as we are able. We will notify
families with current in-district transfer

arrangements of any changes no later than April of

20009.

What about contingency plans assuming actual
enrollment does not match the projected
enrollment?

The AASC has identified four zones that may be
transitioned to alternate school sites should tegin
arise. This information will be included with the
public release of information.

Individuals with questions or feedback may
contact district administrators directly via the
"Contact Us" link listed on the district webpage.
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Amberly Elementary:
Summary of Attendance Area Changes

= New Areas:

From LCE: neighborhood
immediately NE of airport

- Released Areas:

none

| L NazHEMR ——

- Room changes:

n/a

Amberily Attendance Area Color: Yellow
Room changes subject to staffing & budget constraints.




The month of November brings Thanksgiving
and a time for reflection. There is so much to be
thankful for at Amberly Elementary School. Our
staff is committed to teaching, continually
learning and giving their best each and everyday
to our students. Our parents/guardians arg
involved, supportive and present in our school.
Because of you so much good is happening a
Amberly Elementary: the passage of bonds thaf
will lead to improvements in facilities,
technology and safety, fifth grade camp, field
trips, activities & presentations for students,
positive, proactive communication, and a safe
and welcoming school environmefithank you

for joining hands to promote educational
excellence for the students of Amberly
Elementary School!

Gently Used Snowpants,
Boots and Coats Needed!
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We have a need at Amberly for gently used

snowpants of all sizes If you have gently used
snowpants, coats, and/or boots that no longeofit y
children we would greatly appreciate being able to
give them to a student in need. Just bring outarwe
items you are willing to donate to the office. Tha
you so much for your generosity!!

Toys for Tots Drive
P

The Amberly School Community is assisting with th
annual Toys for Tots gift collection. Collectionxss
can be found throughout the school. If you are
interested in supporting this drive, please bring a
unwrapped new toy, book, game, craft item, etthéo
school office and/or place it in a donation box.

Parent-Teacher Conferences:

November 24" & 25"

Amberly Elementary will be holding Parent-Teacher
Conferences on Monday, Novembef"Zdom 5-8

p.m. and on Tuesday, Novembef"Z#5%m 1-4 and

5-8 p.m. Parents/guardians signed up for
conferences earlier this school year during Open
House. Conference time reminders have also been
sent home.lf you have not signed up for a
conference, please contact the Amberly Office
immediately at 323-5900

First Quarter Report Cards
Student first quarter report cards are being sent
home with students TODAY, Friday, Nov. 2%
Teachers will be taking time during conferences to
explain grading criteria, benchmark assessments and
quarterly grade level expectations.

Tuesday Nov. 25- Half Day School
11:57 dismissal
AM Young Fives &
Kindergartners attend on
November 25

Wednesday, Thursday & Friday,
November 28, 27" & 28"

Thanksgiving Break — NO SCHOOL

School Resumes — Monday, Dec! 1




Remember to attend the Amberly Book Fair during
conference nights! This is a great time to shap fo
holiday gifts. The Book Fair will be open in the
Media Center from 5 to 9 p.m. on Monday,
November 2% and from 12 to 3:30 p.m. and 5to 9
p.m. on Tuesday, November®5

Amberly Elementary Curriculum Coffee
Wednesday, December'®

In an effort to keep parents/guardians aware of
academic achievement gains district and school;wide
Amberly Elementary School will be hosting a
Curriculum Coffee on Decembef &t 7 p.m. in the
Media Center. Come listen to Dan Vomastek, Portage
Public Schools Director of Assessment, present on
District Academic Achievement and Principal Mary
Daoust discuss Amberly School Improvement Data
and Goals Parents/guardians who plan to attend
are asked to RSVP on the announcement sent home
or by calling the school office at 323-5900.
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The Amberly Student Council is sponsoring
“Favorite Book Day” on Friday, Decembef.5We

are asking all students to bring their favorite btm
school that day and to donate $1 to participatbén
Favorite Book Read-In that day. Donated funds will
be used to purchase bookshelves and tables for the
new Portage Community Outreach Center study
center. This event will be fun for students arsbal
assist the needy in our community.

On Friday, December5Amberly students have
the opportunity to watch WALL-E at school!
Reservations for attendance to Movie Night are
due in the school office by Tuesday, December
2"°. Forms were sent home in Friday Folders
and are also available in the school offi€nly
Amberly students may attend this event.
Permission slips and parent/guardian check-in &
check-out are required for attendance. The
movie will begin at 6:30 p.m. and the event will
end at 8:30 p.nParents/guardians must come
in the building to drop off and pick up children.

Amberly Elementary will be filled with music
and song on Thursday, Decembef1The

Fifth Grade Choir students have been practicing
regularly to entertain families and friends at thei
first concert of the school yeaThe Fifth

Grade Choir will present “A Whimsical

Winter Concert”on Thursday, December 11

at 7 p.m. in the Amberly gym. Come and

enjoy songs celebrating the beautiful winter
season!

It's time again for the annual Portage Central vs.
Portage Northern Hockey Classic! The big game
will be held at Wing's Stadium on Monday,
December 18 at 6:30 pm. High school hockey
players will be visiting elementary buildings
during students' lunch hours on Thursday,
December 1. Students will be receiving paper
pucks. These pucks will get them into the game
free! Yes...free! Adult admission is $5.00.
KOHA players wearing their jerseys get in free!
Don't miss out on this awesome event! There
will be many prizes to win!




Thank You for Supporting
Holiday Sharing

Amberly families showed their generosity and
compassion for Portage families in need during the
Holiday Sharing campaign. During this annual food
drive, held during the week of 11/10 - 14, over877
food items and $90 were collected for the Portage

Community Outreach Centeirhank you to Trisha Lutz

and Gretchen Kauth for organizing Holiday Sharemy
to the Western Michigan University Tennis Team for
collecting and delivering the donated food items to
PCOC!

As the holidays come upon us, we often have stgdent

who want to give a gift to a special friend at sah&ift
giving between students should only occur when i§i
part of a teacher directed and approved holiday gif
exchange

When certain students exchange gifts with friertds a
school, someone is always disappointed or fed®igf
because they did not receive a gift and/or didhaoke a

gift to exchange. This disappointment often becoares

issue in the classroom, lunch and/or recess envieoi
The staff of Amberly request all gifts given to pexific
friend(s) are exchanged outside of the school
environment.

We believe that except on rare occasions, if aldhil
well enough to be in school they are well enougpgao
outside and enjoy recess. In addition, an adutmu
always be present to supervise a child stayingrin f
recess, which takes away from staff lunch times and
office staff duties. Therefore, a note from a phigsi
stating the child is to remain indoors for recess i
required for a child to be individually supervisdéaring
recess timeThank you for your understanding and
cooperation with this matter
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Winter Break will begin at the end of the schoo} da
Friday, December dwith students having no school
from December 2% through January"® School will
resume on Monday, January}, 2009.

Morning Notification

of School Cancellation
When Portage Public Schools cancels school due to
weather conditions or other emergencies, news
media is notified by 6:00 a.m. School cancellation
information is also available online and via the
phone. To access school cancellation information
online, visit the Portage Public Schools webpage at
, click on the “Parents &
Visitors” box and then on the next page look fa th
school-closing link on the right hand side. Thili
will take you to the WWMT-TV website that posts
school closings. District officials have found
linking to the WWMT-TV website is the fastest
method for families. Families may also call the
Portage Public Schools “School Closing Hotline”
at 323-6800or updates on school closure
information. A message is recorded and updated at
the same time news media is notified of closures.
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Winter weather has arrived and students need to
dress for it'Children should be wearing winter
[ackets, snow pants, boots, hats and gloves or
mittens to school PLEASE WRITE STUDENT
NAMES INSIDE COATS, GLOVES AND
BOOTS. We have many students with look-alike
clothing and a multitude of items that end up irst_o
and Found. Labeling clothing will assist us in
returning lost outerwear to students.
Note: If the actual temperature (not predicted) at
recess time is below zero or —15 degrees wind chill
we will have indoor reces#lease have children
come to school dressed with the anticipation of
spending a thirty-minute recess outside.
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Severe Weather and !
Closing School During The Day ! & )N)+,--.

The Michigan Code for Public Schools states thist it
When severe weather causes school to be closed  the responsibility of parents/guardians to seettheit
during the school day please remember the children between the ages of six and sixteen be in

Radio stations are notified first in order to alert
parents that school closing is imminent. They
also carry news in the evening concerning the
following school day.

If you have access to a computer, school closi
information is posted on the Portage Public
Schools website at http://www.portageps.org.
Television stations are another good source 0
information as they normally scroll school
closing information at the bottom of the
television screen.

When school is dismissed early, secondary
students are dismissed first so they are home
when younger siblings arrivElementary
student buses do not arrive at school for a
minimum of 1 to 2 hours after the initial schoo
closing has been announced.

Students who walk to school may be dismisse
before the buses arrive in order to allow them
arrive home prior to conditions worsening.

Please DO NOT CALL THE SCHOOL! We
are unable to deliver last minute messages at
these times of emergency dismissals.
PLEASE INSURE YOUR EARLY
DISMISSAL “HEY I'M COMING HOME
EARLY” FORM IS UP-TO DATE. This

form is available on the Amberly website
under “Information” if you need to update it.

Please be certain that you review with your
child where s/he is to go in case school closeg
on days when there is a possibility of severe

weather
i jﬁ

following procedures: regular attendance at school. The Portage Public

Schools extends this expectation to all students,
regardless of age, attending 100% of all scheduled
days of instruction.
If your child is truly ill, s/he should stay hond,
course. If this is the case, please contact theatch
attendance line (323-5996) and request homework
Ng missed for him/her so the transition back to scivaol
be easier Please specify what your child is ill with
(stomach flu, respiratory flu, bronchitis, etc.)The
Kalamazoo County Department of Health requires
schools to report on a weekly basis illnesses and
communicable diseases students are afflicted with

Missing school for reasons other than illness can
become a pattern you do not wish to start with your
child. Studies show that children who have poor
attendance in elementary school are much moreylikel
to drop out of high school in later yealPdease show
your child how important you feel regular school
attendance is by attempting to schedule doctor
appointments and family vacations when school is

d notin sessior
to

Regular school attendance is basic to much of the
success students attain. Daily teaching, interastad
students with teachers and peers, discussionglvisu
displays, etc. are a crucial part of academic work.
Parents/guardians who wish to have their child miss
school for a family vacation should realize the
classroom instruction students miss can not be
duplicated.lt is difficult for teachers to provide studen
with make-up work prior to leaving for a vacatiomedto
the need to vary the pace and presentation olictain
to meet the needs of learners who are in attendétrise
up to the teacher’s professional judgement as tethan
course work can be provided in advance for theswofit
instruction students will miss due to vacation.adleers
will provide students with work missed upon the&iturn
from vacation and may seek to teach the child qotsce
missed during lunch or recess periods.
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Amberly has a way for parents/guardians to savedjrmoney and raise extra funds for both themselves
and the school at the same timelhe program is called SCRIP and is basicallyogm@m in which families
purchase gift cards for area major retailers andicproviders at face value through the schobé $chool
then receives a certain percentage of the salewithaplits — 50/50 with the individual purchasitig gift
cards.

For example Old Navy provides the school with 9% of the sdlieyou purchase $50 in Old Navy gift
cards - the school would receive $4.50 in profitalhwould be shared with the purchaser: Amberlgness
$2.25 and purchaser receives $2.2mce an individual has accumulated $10 in a scripcaunt, they will
be asked what $10 scrip gift card they would likREE!!

Several retail and service business gift cardaeadable for direct purchase in the Amberly offared/or
can be ordered for virtually hundreds of compani€xder sheets are also available in the Ambefiic©
Don’t run from store to store this holiday season.Purchase your qift cards for friends, families and
employees via the Amberly Scrip Program.
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h&{p Who Should You Contact?

The best source of information is always the adid initially provided the information and/or isoskest

to the situation. In most cases the teacher willthee best person to respond to questions. Questions
regarding student progress, assignments, testtass related information should be directed tadlaeher
responsible for the class. If parents/guardian fs@ecial situations they need to discuss, butirrsare of
whom to contact, the classroom teacher is alsocal gbarting point. Research shows students whose
parents and teachers have good communication atrdrag partnership have better attitudes and parfor
better in school. We hope to establish strongtigesrelationships with families to support stutlen
success!

Please remember to utilize the communication notglp - red “Note To Amberly Elementary School” to
assist in communication. These parent notes areyeéw staff to identify and respond to in a timely

manner.

Parents/guardians bringing and picking up studerftem school are to drop off or pick up students al
designated parking areas and/or in the main lob@y insure appropriate supervision, STUDENTS
WILL BE EXITING THE BUILDING FROM THE FRONT ENTRANES AND/OR THE SOUTH
PARKING LOT ENTRANCE ONLY! Students ARE NOT to exit from doors adjoining ph&yground
area (primary & third grade hallway, cafeteria Waly or art/music hallway doors)f you are meeting
your child after school, please do so at the maablby or either of the parking lot side walks (front
south parking lot).




