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THE AMBERLY ADVANTAGE 
A School Community Dedicated to Providing a Nurturi ng and 

 Challenging Learning Environment for All. 
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You’re on your way home from work. You’re 
anxious for some encouraging talk and a little 
relaxation after a hard day. You need all the 
support you can get to recharge your batteries 
and feel strong enough to go back tomorrow and 
face another working day. 

You are greeted with, "Hi, Honey. How was it 
today? Where are your papers? I want to see how 
you did all day." "It was OK," you reply. "I really 
don’t want to talk about it. I’m really beat." 
"Well, no wonder you don’t want to talk about it. 
Look at these papers. You can do a lot better than 
this. Where was your mind today? You sit down 
right now and we’ll go over these proposals you 
wrote and get the spelling straightened out. And 
look at these paragraphs. You’ll never get 
promoted at this rate. I don’t understand this. 
You have so much more potential than this." 

 

How long would it be before you find a more 
comfortable place to go after work? "Who 
needs this?" you’ll say. "I can find someone 
who can show me a little more appreciation for 
my hard work!" 

Many school–age children face this same 
situation daily. They are greeted after school 
with, "What did you learn today?" and "Where 
is your homework? You get on it right now!" 

Children are also requested to bring home their 
papers so that the mistakes can be corrected. 
Even though this is done with love and caring, 
it trains them to focus on their weaknesses. 

The problem faced by students is that they can’t 
choose to go somewhere else after school. They 
can’t avoid facing a replay of their daily 
failures. They must return home and listen to 
whatever their parents have to say. It is very 
difficult for a child to say, "Mother! Do you 
realize you are training me to keep my school 
progress a secret from you?" Soon they quit 
bringing home papers. They make excuses and 
blame it on their teachers. "She never gives me 
my papers to bring home." 

The next step is for the parent to go to school 
demanding that the teacher develop some sort 
of foolproof reporting method. Teachers are 
actually faced with writing daily and weekly 
reports for parents. This never provides a long-
term solution because it addresses the wrong 
problem. It also robs teachers of valuable 
teaching and preparation time. 

 

 (continued on page 2) 
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����������	� from Love & Logic continued 

The real problem is that the child has learned that it is unsafe to discuss school with his or her parents. 
Rather than developing a reporting plan, it is much wiser to work on the real problem–helping 
children and parents learn to talk to each other in safe and supportive ways. This solution works, and 
it lasts a lifetime. 

You can teach your child to discuss school with you. While you are doing this, you can also lay the 
foundation blocks that will build a true winner out of your youngster. 

STEP ONE: Sit down with your children two to three times per week. Have them point out the best 
things they did on their papers. 

STEP TWO: Make sure your child describes to you the reasons for his or her success. As they put 
these into words, the reasons for the success will be imprinted on their brain, never to be erased. They 
will start to believe they are in control of their success. 

STEP THREE: Work with your children on their mistakes only when they ask for your help. Let the 
school work on deficiencies. Teachers have training to help with the deficiencies in effective ways. 

STEP FOUR: Be patient. This is a real change in operation. It will take the child a period of time to 
believe that this is not just a new phase his parents are going through. Look for the real benefits to 
show up in several months or maybe during the next few years, depending upon the child’s past 
history. 

Winners always think about how they are going to succeed. 

Losers always think about their possible failures. 
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Congratulations to Amberly Artists in grades first through fifth who have their work on display until March 
22nd at the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts as part of the Young Artists of Kalamazoo County Exhibit!  The Young 
Artist exhibit features student work from public and private elementary and middle schools. The exhibit 
celebrates the creative talents of our young artists and recognizes the importance of art education in their lives. 
The KIA is located at 314 South Park Street in downtown Kalamazoo.    
 

Amberly students with work on display at the Young Artists of Kalamazoo County Exhibit are: 
First Grade  Second Grade  Third Grade   Fourth Grade 
Ben Sosville  Rachel Bingham  Isabel Hernandez  Lindsey Longhorn 
Colin Gregory  Julia Semler   Vaishant Kamewaran  Devin Jaqua 
Luke Sykes      Taylor Lyke   Alicia Abdo 
Jenna Little      Joey Philion   Sara Weiber 
           Ariana Hopkins 
 Fifth Grade         Tanvi Shembekar 
Tom Lee  Carly Rude        Chrissy Winkel  
Sierra Teadt  Sophie Morin         Jaiden Reed   
Devin Abbot   Keenan Sullivan 
Hannah Teerman   Josh Manson          
�
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     2009-10 Kindergarten Registration    
Children who will be five on or before December 1, 2009, are eligible for kindergarten during the 2009-10 
school year. We would appreciate your assistance in estimating the number of kindergarten students who 
will attend Amberly next school year. If you have a child who will be eligible to enroll in kindergarten 
during the 2009-2010 school year, please contact our school office at 323-5900 to register him/her.  
Current Young Five students need not register. If you have a neighbor who has a child who will be five 
prior to December 1, 2009, please encourage them to contact the Amberly office.  
 
On March 12, 2009, from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. a Kindergarten Screening Information Meeting will be 
held for parents/guardians of students eligible for enrollment in kindergarten during the 2009-10 
school year.  Further information regarding this meeting will be sent to parents/guardians who have 
contacted the Amberly Elementary Office and registered their child.  
 
Amberly’s Kindergarten Screening will be held on March 24, 25, & 26.   It is extremely important 
potential kindergartners for the 2009-10 school year are registered with the school office prior to 
these dates!  Please call the Amberly School Office as soon as possible at 323-5900 to register for this 
important screening.   
. 

                        
There are a number of non-student days planned for the month of March and April due to records days and 

Spring Break.  Please mark your calendar and plan for supervision of your child for the following dates: 
Friday, March 27th:   No School for Students – Teacher Record Day 

Friday, April 3rd:  No School – Spring Friday 

Monday, April 6 th – Friday April 10 th:  Spring Break 

Monday, April 13 th:  School Resumes 

Non-Student Days in March & April  

Thank you to all APT volunteers and the positive male role models of young ladies at Amberly who attended the 
Father-Daughter Tropical Luau on Friday, February 6th.  A special thank-you to Julie Harlan & Kathy Mizikar, 
Father-Daughter Dance Chairpersons, for all their time, work and dedication in making the event a success!  
Pictures from the dance are available on the Amberly Website at: 
  http://www.portageps.org/schools/elementary/amb/pictures/PictureGroupViewer.aspx?id=00000393 
 If you would like to save or send a favorite picture, simply right click on the picture and choose the appropriate 
option. 
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The APT Executive Board will hold the annual 
budget setting meeting on Friday, March 20th at  
10 a.m. in room 21.   APT committee chairs and any 
interested Amberly parents/guardians are 
encouraged to attend. The purpose of the meeting is 
to discuss and set a proposed 2009-10 APT budget.  
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Mark Saturday, March 21st on your calendar to stop 
by Barnes & Noble Bookstore at 6134 South 
Westnedge in Portage to purchase  your spring 
reading material!!  Can’t make it to the store?  You 
can order on line at: http://www.bn.com/bookfair  
with the code number 49542.  The Amberly Media 
Center will receive a percentage of all profits 
purchased with the coupon and/or code on this day!  
Help support reading at home and at Amberly by 
shopping at Barnes & Noble on Saturday, March 
21st! 
 

          
Students with birthdays during the month of March 
will enjoy an ice cream sundae cup with Mrs. Daoust 
on Thursday, March 27th.  Students will have a 
choice of a vanilla, chocolate or strawberry ice 
cream sundae cups. There are no nuts in the sundae 
cups – just ice cream and flavored syrup.  If your 
child has food sensitivities to any ingredients that 
may be found in any of the ice cream cups, please 
contact the office so a substitute treat can be 
provided. If your family does not celebrate 
birthdays, please also inform the office and an 
invitation will not be sent to your child. 
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Most of the United States begins                    
Daylight Saving Time at 2:00 a.m. on the second 
Sunday in March and reverts to standard time on 
the first Sunday in November. Please remember 
to turn your clock FORWARD one hour on 
SUNDAY, MARCH 9TH! 

#�������������$��%������������
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The day begins with an all                                 
school assembly by a classically trained Mime 
artist introducing students to the “art of silence.” 
During the program the performer discusses the 
differences between writing for the stage and 
writing for the page. He stresses the importance 
of structure and he tells the students how he got 
his inspiration for his stories.   After the morning 
assembly and prior to the afternoon assembly 
teachers will be asked to lead students in writing 
a story.  The day ends in an assembly in which 
the Mime acts out selected student writing.  
 
                                            
 
 
 
Girls On The Run practice will begin the week of  
March 16th.  All third, fourth and fifth grade girls 
who have previously signed up to participate in 
Girls on the Run will be notified if they will 
practice on Mondays & Wednesdays, or 
Tuesdays & Thursdays. Practice times will be 
from 3:45 to 5:15 p.m.  Please contact Kim 
Grindall at 323-5920 or at (�� �&���,$������$�-���   if 
you have any questions regarding practices or 
your daughter’s involvement in Girls On The 
Run.  
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March Birthday 
Celebrations 

 

 

 

Parents:  Do you have a concern about possible substance abuse use by your children or one of their friends?  Are 
you interested in knowing what some of the latest trends are?  Would you like information on where to go for help 
and what the Portage Public School system is doing to help students?  Then please join us for a parent meeting at 
Central Middle School in the media center at 6:30 pm on Wednesday, March 11.   
 
Assistant principal Denny Roehm (WMS) and Portage Police Detective Matt Wolfe will present some of the 
concerns regarding drugs and alcohol, what you can do at home and how to get more help if you know someone in 
trouble.  
 

Student Safety:  A Conversation about Drugs & Alcohol: March 11th  
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The Amberly Tiger Trek will occur on Friday, April 24th!  This event is being sponsored by APT and is a non-
catalog fundraiser that supports healthy living, exercise, and active student involvement. Starting on April 1st, 
Amberly families will be asked to collect pledges from family and friends to sponsor their student in walking or 
running laps on a course behind the school. Pledges can be a flat dollar amount or a per lap amount.  After the 
Tiger Trek on April 24th, families will have approximately 2 weeks to collect pledges.  
 
We are currently seeking parent/guardian volunteers to assist with and cheer on students as they participate in 
this event.  Please see the bright orange volunteer request sheet sent home in Friday Folders.  Students will 
walk/run on Friday, April 24th in grade level teams as scheduled below: 
     9:20 – 10:00 a.m.:   First Grade 
     10:10- 10:40 a.m.:     AM Young Fives and Kindergarten 
     10:50 – 11:30:    Fifth Grade 
     11:40 – 12:20:      Fourth Grade  
     12:30 - 1:10   Third Grade 
     1:20- 2:00   Second Grade    
     2:10-2:40   PM Young Fives and Kindergarten 
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The PREP Program is a state-funded preschool program designed for children who will be four (4) years old by 
December 1, 2009, or turning five (5) after December 1, 2009.  Qualifying children must reside in the Portage 
Public School District and meet grant guidelines to determine eligibility.  PREP preschool is free to eligible 
children and families.   
A PREP Preschool Open House will take place on Thursday, March 19th, from 6 to 8 p.m. and on Friday, March 
20th, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  in Room 116 of the Curious Kids Building located at 1010 West Milham Avenue. 
Applications for the 2009-10 school year can be obtained during the Open House. If you have any questions 
regarding PREP preschool, please contact Georgia Boyle or Heather Schillaci at 323-6711. 

Note: The program & placement of children in the program is contingent upon  
the availability of funds provided by the Michigan Department of Education. 

*����������+������ 
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With the warm weather hopefully returning soon, Recess Mileage Club will resume.  Mileage Club 
provides students with a productive, healthy activity to participate in during recess.  We are in need 
of parent/guardian volunteers to assist with supervision and logging student miles during recess 
times.  Mileage Club will begin on Monday, April 13th and run through Friday, June 5th.  If you are 
able to volunteer during a recess time, please contact Marcia Elliott at melliott@portageps.org or via 
phone at 323-5975.            Recess Times are: 
          Grade 3:  10:50-11:20 
          Grade 2:  11:20 – 11:50 
          Grade 1:  11:50 – 12:20 
          Grade 4:  12:20 – 12:50 
          Grade 5:  12:50 – 1:20 
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Student Absences:  
Parents Responsibilities 

 
 

 
Parents/guardians must contact the school office if 
their child is absent from school.  The office is the 
official recorder of student attendance and must 
be the contact, not the classroom teacher.  
Classroom teachers will be notified of student 
absences and if parents/guardians would like 
homework for their child, this can be requested 
through office staff.  
�
Amberly Elementary also has an attendance line. 
Parents/guardians may call in a student’s absence 
at any time and leave a recorded message.  To 
access the attendance line dial 323-5996.  Callers 
will be asked to leave your child’s name, grade, 
teacher, date of, and reason for absence.  Please 
do not call teachers with student attendance 
information – it is essential the office be 
contacted to document student attendance 
information.  
 Parents may also email notification of a child’s 
absence.  To do so please email: 
ldunphey@portageps.org and include the 
following information in your correspondence: 
child’s name, grade, teacher, date of and reason 
for absence.  
 
 
 

  

 

No Latex Balloons At Amberly 

It is estimated that between 8,800 and 53,000 Michigan 
school children could have or develop latex sensitivity. 
Allergic reactions to latex can range from mild to life-
threatening.  Amberly currently has students who are 
allergic to latex. Because of this and the increased incidence 
in latex sensitivity, NO latex balloons are allowed in the 
school building.  Non-latex gloves & Band-Aids are used in 
our health room.        

Birthday Invites & Deliveries 
The staff of Amberly Elementary School request that 
students NOT hand-out party invitations at school.  
Disappointment students may feel about not being invited to 
a party, causes a disruption to the educational environment.  
Invitations to parties should be made outside of the school 
environment. 
We also request deliveries of flowers or balloons not be 
made at school.  These deliveries to students often turn into 
a distraction to the learning process.  Consequently, 
balloons and flowers will not be delivered to classrooms and 
will remain in the office until the end of the school day for 
the student to pick up.  
 

No Toys, Gameboys & IPods At School  
Students are not to bring toys, Game Boys, Walkmans or 
other electronic devices to school. These can be expensive 
and the school can not be responsible for items lost. Toys & 
games brought from home also create controversy in regards 
to who may touch or play with the item.  We have invested 
in new playground equipment, balls, sidewalk chalk, etc. 
and indoor recess games for all students to use and share.  
Except for special “show and tell” times approved by the 
teacher, students are not to bring toys or electronic devices 
to school.  
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Elementary aged students should never have more 
than a dollar or two in loose bills/change at school.  
All items in the School Store cost $1 or less. Please 
send any lunch money in a sealed envelop marked 
“lunch money” and with the student’s name 
printed on it.   Please do not send or allow your 
child to  bring more than $1 or $2 to school for 
the School Store.  

Student Arrival At School 
The elementary school day begins at 8:43 a.m. Students should not arrive on school grounds 
prior to 8:30 a.m. Students who arrive prior to this time will be unsupervised; we are always 
concerned for student safety and would appreciate your cooperation in this matter.  For student 
safety and supervision all students should enter via the main entry door, the south parking lot 
door or bus loop door. These are the only doors used for entry to school in the morning. 
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Amberly Elementary School participates in collecting 
Boxtops for Education. If you have been collecting 
boxtops, you can deliver them to the  school office.  
These boxtops assist the school in earning funds for 
needed equipment and supplies. Boxtops for 
Education can be found on General Mills, Betty 
Crocker, Hamburger Helper and many other boxed 
food products.  
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Amberly also participates in Cartridges for Kids. This 
company provides funds to schools for empty inkjet, 
laser, fax and copier cartridges and used cell phones. 
Please bring your empty cartridges to the office so we 
can use them for this fundraiser.  We have had a great 
response from parents/guardians who have brought in 
empty cartridges from their place of business.  
THANK YOU!! 

  
 
 
 
 
·  Support safe riding practices and reasonable 

discipline practices. 
·  Model, teach and hold children accountable for 

appropriate behavior. 
·  Make certain children arrive at the bus stop on 

time and be responsible for their child’s 
behavior until the bus arrives.  
Parents/guardians are responsible for their 
students going to, from and at the bus stop.  

·  Provide alternative transportation for their 
children if oversized objects must be 
transported to or from school, or when a child’s 
riding privileges are suspended for a cause.  

·  Have a family emergency plan if the student 
arrives home early or if parents/guardians are 
not present at the time of arrival. 

 

Bus Responsibilities for 
Parents/Guardians 
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Student absenteeism and tardiness can be a serious problem at school.  The Michigan Code for Public Schools 
states that it is the responsibility of parents/guardians to see that their children between the ages of six and 
sixteen be in regular attendance at school. The Portage Public Schools extends this expectation to all students, 
regardless of age, attending 100% of all scheduled days of instruction.  
 

Amberly Elementary School has installed attendance software that will automatically send out letters to 
students’ parent/guardians when a child is absent and/or tardy 10, 18, and 27 days.  Letters will be sent 
regularly no matter what the reason is for the absence to offer support if needed and as a reminder of the 
importance of good school attendance.  
 
If your child is truly ill, s/he should stay home, of course. If this is the case, please contact the school office and 
request homework missed for him/her so the transition back to school can be easier.   Missing school for reasons 
other than illness can become a pattern you do not wish to start with your child.  Studies show that children who 
have poor attendance in elementary school are much more likely to drop out of high school in later years. Please 
show your child how important you feel regular school attendance is by attempting to schedule doctor 
appointments and family vacations when school is not in session. 

 

 

We will be doing “spring cleaning” at Amberly and cleaning out Lost and Found 
during the week of Spring Break (April 7th- April 10th).  Lost and Found is located 
on the coat rack next to the Multipurpose Room.  If your child has lost an item, 
please remind them to check for it in this area.  Lost and Found is cleaned out 
monthly with items donated to a local charity.   
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