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No More Homework Battles
Dr. Charles  Fay of the Love & Logic Institute

Battles over readg, writing, and arithmetic too
often drive a wedge between parents and
their kids. Many times these ongoing conflicts
give youngsters a distaste for learning and
send parents to bed a
are we doing wrong wi

The following tips are dedicated to creating
happier homes, where children are free to fall
in love with learning and parents no longer dre
homework hassles:

Tip #1: Each evening, set aside a time for
family learning.

This is a time for your children to do théiome-
work and for you to model the value of learning
by enjoying a book. The best way to create a I
of learning in your kids is to show them how
much you enjoy it.
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Tip #2: Avoid battles by offering choices
Research shows children are more likely to d
their homework if they are given many

small choices. For example:

» Would you rather do your homework right
after school or wait
AAre you going to do youhomework in your
room or at the kitchen table?

AAre you going to do all your homework right
now, or are you going to do half now and the
rest after dinner?

Tip #3:_Help only when your child really
wants it.

There is nothing that creates more homework
bat | es t han p awhenrhelps notv
wanted. Try asking:

Would you like some ideas on that, or would
you like me to leave you alone?

Your child’s destyre
healthy sign of independenaead responsibility.

Tip #4: Spend mostof your time noticing

what they do well

DO NOT focus on what your child does wrong
Allow your child to get help in thoseas from
their teaclers. Successful parents spend ninet
nine percent of their energy noticinghat their
kids do well. They sathings like:

» Show me the very best letter you made tode
You really worked hard on that!

ALook at that math problem. You got it right!

(contintied on nane 2\
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No More Homework Battles from Love & Logic continued

Tip#5:Hel p only as |l ong as 1L tdés enjoyabl e for
Too frequently, homework help turns into a homeworttibaSmart parents back outtbe helper
role as soon as they sense conflict brewing. Try hugging yourardsgaying:

| love you too meh to help if it means we are going to argue. | know this is really hard. Good lu

Tip #6: Help only as long as your child is doing most of the wotrk

Say the followingd yourself overand overagainthi s i's my chil dbés hoi
There is noting more destructive than stealing theuggle of learning by doing tamuch for your
child. Each time they achieve somethigifficult on their own, theisel-esteem soars and they are
better prepared for the real world.

Give these Love and Logic® 8pa try, and join thousands of parents who now have much happis
more responsible kidsMore great Love and Logic articles tips can be found at::

http://www.loveandlogic.com/articles.html

Board of Education Places BSSF Renewal On May Ballot ‘a
o
The Portage Public Schools Board of Education adopted a resolution in Februar y to place

a renewal of the .5 millage rate for our Building Site Sinking Fund (BSSF) before voters on
May 4. The average cost to taxpayers will be $38 a year (based on a $150,000 home).
This renewal is for a period of five years, for school year 2010/2011 through
2014/2015.

The BSSF has been renewed consistently since 1966, with receipts from this levy going

into a separate fund for such things as making necessary repairs and improvements to

school buildings, structures, and parking areas. Since many of our facilities are nearly 50
years old, numerous facility repairs like roofs, mechanical systems, flooring, and asphalt

have been funded with this millage.

From 1966 through 1998 the District levied 1.0 mill in this fund, and from 1998 to now,
the Distr ict levied .5 mill of BSSF, while the other .5 was transferred to debt millage with
voter approval. In 2001 voters approved an increase of 1.0 mill through 2005 for the
construction of two multi - purpose facilities at the high schools and for major

renovati ons to the high school auditoriums. Read the ballot language online:
http://www.portageps.org/departments/finance/BSSFlanguage22Feb10. pdf

m Please mark your calendar to vote on
VOTE May 4t
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@1&&\ 2010-11 Kindergarten Registration &
Children who will be fve on or before December 1, 2040e eligibé for kindergarten during the 20110
school year. We would appreciate your assistance in estimating the number of kindergarten studen
will attend Amberly next school year. If you have a child who will be eligible to kEinr&indergarten
during the2010-2011 school year, please contact our school office at5® to register him/her.
Current Young Five students need not register. If you have a neighbor who has a child wadivell b
prior to December 1, 201please encourage them to contaetAmberly office.

On March 23 from 6:307 7:30 p.m. aKindergarten Screening Information Meeting will be held for
parents/quardians of students eligible for enrollmentn kindergarten during the 2010-11 school year
Further information regarding thiseeting will be sent to parents/guardians who have contacted the
Amberly Elementary Office and registered their child.

Amber | yos Ki nde rwilhberheldonApSl cl3tre Bfh & b58. It is extremely
important potertial kindergartners for the 201011 school year are registered with the school office
prior to these dates! Please call the Amberly School Office as soon as possible at=3230 to register
for this important screening.

Non-Student Days in March & April *\@/’

= == Il |
There are a number of nonstudent days planned for the month of March andApril due a records dayand
Spring Break. Please mark your calendar and plan for supervision of youchild for the following dates. n

Friday., March 26" : No Schooli Spring Friday

Monday, March 29" i Friday April 2" : Spring Break I
Monday, April 5™: School Resumes

Eriday, April 16 ™ i No School Students Records Day

Wonderful FatherDaughterHoe Down!

Thank you to all APT volunteers and the positive male mweels of young ladies at Amberly who attended th

FatherDaughte Western Hoedown on Friday, February"19\ speial thank-you to Kathy Mizika& Tina

Jordan, Father-Daughter Dance Chairpersas for all their time, work and dedicatiothey gave to makte

event a successPictures from the dance are availabtan the Amberly Website at:
http://www.portageps.org/schools/elementary/amb/picturesifeiGroupViewer.aspx?id=00000522

If you would like to save or send a favorite picture, simply right click on the picture and choose the approg

option.
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http://www.portageps.org/schools/elementary/amb/pictures/PictureGroupViewer.aspx?id=00000522
http://www.portageps.org/Website%20Controls/PictureDataControl/PictureViewer.aspx?id=00014240&source=http://www.portageps.org/schools/elementary/amb/pictures/PictureGroupViewer.aspx?id=00000522
http://www.portageps.org/Website%20Controls/PictureDataControl/PictureViewer.aspx?id=00014249&source=http://www.portageps.org/schools/elementary/amb/pictures/PictureGroupViewer.aspx?id=00000522
http://www.portageps.org/Website%20Controls/PictureDataControl/PictureViewer.aspx?id=00014240&source=http://www.portageps.org/schools/elementary/amb/pictures/PictureGroupViewer.aspx?id=00000522

Tremendous Talent, Wonderful Wiz,
Awesome Achievement Expo!

Thank youto all the volunteers and students who made Thursday, M&ramigght to remember at Amberly
Elementary School. Specialthapko u’ s t o —Directar ofdhe Widaed of Oz, Bobby and Amanda
Dekoekkoek- Directors of theTalent Showand Diane Hanlin & Heather Beering- Coordinators of
Achievement ExpoPictures from the dance are availabten the Amberly Website at:
http://www.portageps.a¥schools/elementary/amb/pictures/PictureGroupViewer.aspx?id=00000536

If you would like to save or send a favorite picture, simply right click on the picture and choose the
appropriate option.

Amberly Tiger Trek:
Collect Pledges & Get Ready towalk On April 231!

The Amberly Tiger Trek will occur on Friday, April 28! This event is being sponsored by APT ang
a noncatalog fundraiser that supports healthy living, exercise, and aaitenginvolvement. Startinge
on April 5", Amberly families will beasked to collect pledges from family and friends to sponsor t§
student in walking or running laps orl&8 milecourse behind the school. Pledges can be a flat dole
amount or a per laamount. After the Tiger Trek on April 28, families will have approximately 2 .
weeks to collect pledges. °

[ J

[ J

We are currently seeking parent/guardian volunteers to assist with and cheer on students as the
participate in this eventPlease see the brightrange volunteer request sheet sent home in Friday®

Folders. Students will walk/ruron Friday, April 2% in grade level teanas scheduled below: .

—_ ' .- [EEEC - o —_ . oA oa ' I - —_ a st AArd.
O 0 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000060000006000000000 009000

® 0000000000000 00000O0C0OCOGFNOGNOGNOGNOSGENOSNOSGENOSNONENOSNOSNOSE "~~~
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9:207 10:00 a.m.: First Grade .
10:10- 10:40a.m.: AM Young Fives and Kindergarten .
10:507 11:30: Fifth Grade °
11:407 12:20: Fourth Grade .
12:30- 1:10: Second Grade °
1:20- 2:00: Third Grade .
2:10-2:40: PM Young Fives and Kindergarten °
.
[ J
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http://www.portageps.org/schools/elementary/amb/pictures/PictureGroupViewer.aspx?id=00000536
http://www.portageps.org/Website%20Controls/PictureDataControl/PictureViewer.aspx?id=00014478&source=http://www.portageps.org/schools/elementary/amb/pictures/PictureGroupViewer.aspx?id=00000536
http://www.portageps.org/Website%20Controls/PictureDataControl/PictureViewer.aspx?id=00014470&source=http://www.portageps.org/schools/elementary/amb/pictures/PictureGroupViewer.aspx?id=00000536
http://www.portageps.org/Website%20Controls/PictureDataControl/PictureViewer.aspx?id=00014470&source=http://www.portageps.org/schools/elementary/amb/pictures/PictureGroupViewer.aspx?id=00000536

March & April Birthday Celebrations
Students with birthdays during the montiiarch will enjoy anice cream
sundae cumvith Mrs. Daoust on Monday, March Z2and students with
April birthdays will celebrate on Tuesday, April®27 Students will have a
choice of a vanilla, chocolate drawberry ice cream sundae cups. There
no nuts in the sundae cupgust ice cream and flavored syrufd.your child
\@, has food sensitivities to any ingredients that may be found in any of the
cream cups, please contact the office so a substitigattcan be provided
If your family does not celebrate birthdays, please also inform the office
an invitationwill not be sent to your child

I Music, Music |

M US|C! Flrst graders will be performing for falyand frierds on Thursday, April
g 15" at 2 p.m. in the Amberly Gym! The first grade show is always a
b, L » musical, heartvarming treat for all. Please mark your calendar and plan
’}»‘ﬁf on seeing our talented first grade students perform.

: Two main reasons Amberly is such a great pladeam and grow are our|

Secretaries OUTSTANDING SECRETARIES, Michele Frey and Linda Dunphey.

Da These two ladies are constantly serving the needs of students, teache

y parents/guardians and always do so in a pleasant and positive manng

Apri| 21 st Please be sure to stop by send a note of thanks to Michele and Linda
on Secretaies Day, Wednesday, April 21

Lost & Foun d We will be doing “spring cleaning”
Clean Out & during he week of Sprinreak (March 26" - April 2"%). Lost and Found is
) ) located on the coat rack next to the Multipurpose Robinpour child has lost an
During Spring item, please renmd them to check for it in this arealost and Found is cleaned
Break out monthly with items donated to a local charity.

Volunteers Needed For Recess Mileage Club!
With the warm veather hopefully staying with uRecess Mileage Club will resume. Mileage Club
provides students with a productive, healthy activity to participate in during recess. We are in
parent/guardian volunteers to assist with supervision and logging student miles during recess {
If you are able to volunteer during a recess time, please coméacia Elliott at
melliott@portageps.orgr via phone at 328975.

Recess Times are:
Grade 2 10:5611:20
Grade 3 11:20-11:50
Grade 1: 11:56-12:20
Grade 4: 12:26-12:50
Grade 5: 12:56-1:20
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Spring Pictures Thursday, April 22*

Spring Picturesvill be taken on Thursday, April 22 Information and order forms
will be sent home with students in Friday Folders after Spring Break. There will
number of different picture backgrounds to choose fr@ease be sure to mark whig
background gu would like on the order formOnly students who have an order

form with payment will have their pictures taken.

Student Absences
Parents Responsibilities

>l
Parents/guardians must contact the scho
office if their child is absent from school.
The office is the officialrecorder of
student attendance and must be the
contact,not the classroom teacher

Classroom teachers will be notified of
student absences and if parents/guardiar
would like homework for their child, this
can be requested through office staff.

Amberly Elementiry also has an
attendance line Parents/guardians may ce
i n a student’'s abs:¢
a recorded

mesage. To access the attendance line
dial 3235996. Callers will be asked to

| eave your <chil doés
date of, and reason for absencePlease

do not call teachers with student
attendance informationi it is essential
the office be contacted to document
student attendance information.

Parents may also email notifioati of a
chil d’ s abwpleasemal:
ldunphey@portageps.oemnd include the
following information in your
correspondence: c hi
teacher, date of and reason for absence.

Shoe Collection Ends March 23!
The Soles for Souls shoe collection will conclddethis
year on Tuesday, March ©3 Mike Northuis, organizer of
this service, will be getting the shoes ready for shipment
Haiti and Uganda.
Thank you to everyone who has donated shoes for this
cause! Over 9,000 pairs of shoes have been colletiied t
school year This could not have been accomplished
without your support!! Thank you!

Birthday Invites & Deliveries
The staff of Amberly Elementary School request that
studentsNOT hand-out party invitations at school
Disappointment students mayefebout not being invited tc
a party, causes a disruption to the educational environm
Invitations to parties should be made outside of the scho
environment.
We also request deliveries of flowers or balloons not be
made at school.These deliverieto students often turn into
a distraction to the learning process. Consequently,
balloons and flowers will not be delivered to classrooms
will remain in the office until the end of the school day fol
the student to pick up.

No Toys, Gameboys & |IPods At School
Students are not to bring toys, Game Boys, Walkmans o
other electronic devices to schodlhese can be expensive
and the school can not be responsible for items lost. Toy
games brought from home also create controversy in rec
to who maytouch or play with the item. We have investe:
in new playground equipment, balls, sidewalk chalk, etc.
and indoor recess games for all students to use and shai
Except for special “show
teacher, students are not to brtogs or electronic devices
to school.
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Bus Responsibilities for
Parents/Guardians

1 Support safe riding practices and reasonable
discipline practices.

1 Model, teach and hold children accountable f
appropriate behavior.

1 Make certain children arrive at the bus stop @
time and be responsi
behavior until the buarrives.
Parents/guardians are responsible for their
students going to, from and at the bus stop.

1 Provide alternative transportation for their
children if oversized objects must be
transported to or fr
riding privileges arewspended for a cause.

1 Have a family emergency plan if the student
arrives home early or if parents/guardians arg
not present at the time of arrival.

Box Tops
For Education

Amberly Elementary School participates in collectil
Boxtops br Education. If you have been collecting
boxtops youcan deliver thento the schooloffice.
These boxtops assist the school in earning funds f
needed equipment and supplies. Boxtops for
Education can be found on General Mills, Betty
Crocker, HamburgeHelper and many other boxed
food products.

Cartridges for Kids Eﬁsf\i ,

Amberly also participates in Cartridges for Kids. Tt
company provides funds to schools for empty inkje
laser, fax and copier cartridges and used cell phon
Please bring your ertypcartridges to the office so w
can use them for this fundraiser. We have had a ¢
response from parents/guardians who have brougl|
empty cartridges from their place of business.
THANK YOU!

moneyo and with the

+ Money At School +
Elementary aged students should never have more than a dollar or two in loose bills/change atAkcho
itemsin the School Store cost $1 orledd| e as e
s tPleabe do ndl sendnadlow ¢ounchild to breng o 1

send any lunch money

more than $1 or $2 to school for the School Store.

Free Preschool Through The PREP Program!

The PREP Program is a stdtmded preschool program designed for children who will be four (4) yedis/ol
December 1, 2010, or turning five (5) after December 1, 2010. Qualifying children must reside in the Po
Public School District and meet grant guidelines to determine eligibility. PREP preschool is free to eligib

children and families.

Applications for the 20090 school year can be obtained at Woodland Elementary School or by contactin

Georgia Boyle or Heather Schillaci at 38814..

Note: The program & placement of children in the program is contingent upon
the availability of funds praged by the Michigan Department of Education.
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