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THE AMBERLY ADVANTAGE 
A School Community Dedicated to Providing a Nurturi ng and 

 Challenging Learning Environment for All. 
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Please Vote On Tuesday May 4th  

����� �� ��	
��

���
����

�

���	
��
���������
�����������

7�	��������������������������	
�������������
��	���������������������	�����)���������
8����9����	
��/�,�+� ����	��&
����������
���	�	��	�:!�,��������� ��;0
���,����
8 ����������
�����	
�	�����������;�������9�
������������	�����	��������	��� ��	�;��#�
����������,�����&
�����������������������
,������������
����,����#���(#����	
����
�
#��+(#�����&
�����	���	�����	������
�
 �����������	
���+����������<��������	�����
!�������������!��)������	��������������� �
�
&
�������
��� ������������������	��	�,�
��������������������	������!���	�����������
��������,���!�����������!�������	���
���������,��������������	�������������,����
,�������������������������	,���!�������)��
����������
��������,�	�������������������
��!
��	�
���� �������������	
�	
���
��������  

������������� �
�
	� 
�����
��������
������
�
�� ����������
�
������
��
�
�� �����
���������
�������	��
�
�� ��

���������
��
����
�
�� ��������������������
�
 � ����
���
��������
�!����"����
���
#� ����
����
�����������
������
�
�� 
���������������$	$%		�

 



���������	
����
��
�����

2

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�&�'&(��)*+��,��-&.����/012��/&��011���
�+��0*+��-��,��+3&,+��+4+56+,�	789  

 

�7��:/+�
+;078+,+2�3&,��0-2+,;),8+-9�
"1+)7+�/+1<�(7�0-�+7805)80-;�8/+�-(56+,�&3�=0-2+,;),8-+,7�./&�

.011�)88+-2��56+,1'�8/07�3)11�6'�,+;078+,0-;�'&(,�4/012�3&,��
�0-2+,;),8+-�������

�&�,+;078+,�0-4&50-;�=0-2+,;),8-+,7�<1+)7+�*0708�&,�4)11�8/+��
�56+,1'��4/&&1��3304+�)8����%�>$$��

  

  

Are You 
Moving????  
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The school year is quickly coming to an end and there are many tasks that need to be taken care of before 
we can say goodbye for summer vacation. 
�  No cash refund will be made for balances on Food Service Accounts.  Balances remaining will be 

carried over for the upcoming school year.    Please plan meal payments accordingly through the end 
of the school year.  

�  Any medication housed in the school office must be picked up by parents/guardians by June 4th.  
After this date, medication remaining in the school office will be appropriately disposed of. 

�  If a new family moves in your neighborhood over the summer, please encourage them to register their 
children for school as soon as possible at the Administration Building on South Westnedge Avenue. 

�  As the weather warms up a reminder that the Portage Public Schools Dress Code for students requires 
that dress not be disruptive to the educational process. We discourage students from wearing “short 
shorts”, strapless tops, spaghetti strap shirts, bare midriffs, or pants/shorts that “sag” so 
undergarments are in view. Flip flops should not be worn to school on gym days and/or outside at 
recess time. Students should also not wear any clothing to school that advertises or promotes drugs 
or alcohol. 

Kindergarten Sister School Concept 
Portage Public Schools encourages parents/guardians to have their child enrolled in kindergarten in the spring 
prior to their first year of school.  The district works to create balanced classroom sizes for all schools.  In 
order to assist us in meeting this goal, a “Sister School” Concept will be implemented for the 2010-11 school 
year.  As students enroll, they will be placed in a school where the numbers best accommodate additional 
students.   Transportation will be provided if the district places a child at a sister school.  

  



���������	
����
��
�����

3

                                                                                                                                                    
  

Mark your calendar for Tuesday, May 18th from 6:30 – 8 p.m. for the annual Amberly Ice 
Cream Social.  The Ice Cream Social is an event in which we, as a school, say “thank you” to 
the very supportive and active families of Amberly Elementary School.  Plan to stop by the 
Amberly Cafeteria and enjoy some delicious ice cream and camaraderie on Thursday, May 
18th!  
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Ice Cream Social Tuesday, May 18th! 

You Are Invited to a Retirement Reception for 
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On Tuesday, May 18th in the Media Center from  

6:30-8 p.m. during the Ice Cream Social  
 
Come help us thank these wonderful teachers for the years of service and wonderful 

learning experiences they have provided students of the Portage Public Schools.  Five 

of these retiring teachers, Mrs. Mann, Mrs. Derhammer, Mrs. Stahel, Mr. Kiracofe 

and Mrs. Simunovic,  are also graduates of the Portage Public Schools! 

 

 

Bicycle Helmet BLITZ At Ice Cream Social  
  

In partnership with Safe Kids Kalamazoo County and Bronson Hospitals, Amberly will be 
offering Bicycle Helmets at a reduced cost of $10 (cash only) to our students.  Information 
regarding pre-ordering these helmets will be coming home in Friday Folders.  Helmet 
samples and sizes will be available at the Ice Cream Social.  Students and adults who pre-
order helmets will also be fitted for correct helmet size. Helmets will be available in size 
toddler, small, medium, large and x-large and in colors blue, red, and silver.  Watch your 
Friday Folders for further ordering information! 
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Amberly students will be taking part in Project ACES on Wednesday, May 7th !  ACES stands 
for “All Children Exercise Simultaneously” and was created by Len Saunders in 1989 as a 
method of motivating children to exercise. ACES takes place on the first Wednesday in May as 
part of National Physical Fitness and Sports Month along with National Physical Education 
Week. It has been labeled as "the world's largest exercise class" by the media. Since 1989, 
millions of children from all over the world exercise together to promote proper health and 
fitness habits. With the obesity epidemic facing the youth of the world, children's fitness plays 
a major role in fighting heart disease. 
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We had another great day for Tiger Trek this year! The students did a superb job collecting pledges and 
walking/running to earn funds for their school!  Thank you to all the parent volunteers who made this event so 
successful!  A special thanks to Miranda Garside, APT Fundraising Chairperson and also Jen Gatz, Robin 
Neeb, Julie Lawford, Heather Beering and Jeslyn Gordon who organized communication, volunteers and 
pledge documentation! 

Remember, all Tiger Trek money is due Monday, May 3rd. Please collect pledges and return the money and 
Pledge Sheet in the envelope you received. Checks can be written to APT. We appreciate the support of the 
Tiger Trek from all Amberly families!  All proceeds will fund the 2010-2011 APT budget which supports 
many programs for Amberly students including school assemblies, field trip buses, fifth grade camp, Donuts 
for Dads, and holiday art.  Students reached their goal and will be “Dunking the Daoust” (Principal Mary 
Daoust) on May 28th during their recesses! 

Photos from Tiger Trek will be posted at: 
http://www.portageps.org/schools/elementary/amb/pictures/picturelibrary.aspx 
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Track and Field Day for 4th and 5th grade will be held 
on Tuesday, May 25th at PNHS track.   Mark your 
calendar for a day of fun in the sun (hopefully!).  Mr. 
Higgason will be sending home a note soon requesting 
parent/guardian volunteers to assist with this event. 
Parents are reminded that ALL STUDENTS 
MUST REMAIN AT THE PNHS TRACK FOR 
LUNCH.  Only students leaving school for the 
remainder of the day and who have notified the 
teacher or Amberly office in advanced may leave 
the track during Track and Field Day. 
   

 

�� �
Kindergartners and fifth graders will be 
performing for family and friends during the 
final month of school!   Kindergarten students 
will be performing a musical “Trip Through the 
Alphabet” for family and friends on Thursday, 
May 6th at 7 p.m.   The Fifth Grade Choir will 
be presenting their final concert at Amberly on 
Thursday, May 20th at 7 p.m.   Both 
performances will take place in the Amberly 
gym.  Please mark your calendars and plan on 
seeing our talented students perform. 

 

          May & June         
       Birthday Celebrations     
Students with birthdays during the 
 month of May & June will enjoy an ice cream 
sundae cup with Mrs. Daoust on Thursday, May 
27th.  Students will have a choice of a vanilla, 
chocolate or strawberry ice cream sundae cups. 
There are no nuts in the sundae cups – just ice 
cream and flavored syrup.  If your child has 
food sensitivities to any ingredients that may be 
found in any of the ice cream cups, please 
contact the office so a substitute treat can be 
provided. If your family does not celebrate 
birthdays, please also inform the office and an 
invitation will not be sent to your child. 
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Over the past two decades Matt Glowacki has spoken to over 600,000 
students and teachers nation wide. In spite of being born without legs, Matt 
has shared his messages about diversity and disability with two United States 
Presidents, has traveled to 26 countries as a member of the United States Sit 
Volleyball Paralympic team, owned and operated two successful businesses, 
and designed wheelchairs for athletes all over the world. 
“Walking is Overrated” is a humorous program designed for students from 
kindergarten through high school that focuses on acceptance and diversity. In 
all the variations of the program, Matt explains the challenges of growing up 
as a child with a disability. Competitive Paralympic sports are introduced and 
demonstrated with volunteers from the audience and of course, Matt takes 
spontaneous questions from the audience about any topics of interest. 
Audiences find his program to be very inspirational and motivating as well as 
humorous.  

“Walking is Over Rated” With Matt Glowacki 
Monday, May 24th! 

 

Reminder: 
No School May 31st – 

Memorial Day 
 

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL  
JUNE 4TH – 

Full Day of School! 
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Spring has arrived and many of our four-legged friends are ready to be outside. While many people 
love animals at Amberly Elementary School, we need to be sensitive to those who have allergies 
and/or may fear animals. All pet visits to school must be pre-approved by the teacher to insure 
student safety and that no child will have their health put at risk due to an animal allergy.  In 
addition, our students vary in their comfort levels with animals. We do not want to disrupt the 
educational environment by having to deal with a frightened child due to an unexpected encounter 
with an animal.  All pet visits to school must be pre-approved by the classroom teacher.  
 Also, please do not bring your pet to school when dropping off or picking up your child.   

                    Immunizations Needed  
         for Sixth Grade                                          
Parents/guardians of fifth graders are reminded of 
the immunization requirements for sixth grade: 

¨  One does of meningococcal conjugate vaccine 
(MCV4) 

¨  One dose of tetanus/diphtheria/accellular 
pertussis (Tdap) 

¨  2 does of varicella vaccine or has a history of�
varicella (chickenpox) disease. 

Incoming sixth grade students MUST receive the 
above immunizations and bring a copy of the 
immunization record to the perspective Middle 
School Office prior to the start of the 2010-11 school 
year. 
 

 
�
 
 
Thank you to all Amberly families who participate 
in the many fundraising projects we do. This school 
year we have received $300 from Target Take 
Charge in Education, over $3000 in General Mills 
Box Top rebates and $100 from Cartridges for Kids.  
All theses funds are used to purchase needed 
equipment, pay for Birthday Celebrations and assist 
in paying for additional enrichment activities. Thank 
YOU!!! 
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School begins at 8:30 a.m.  It is very important 
all students arrive to school on time. Going hand 
& hand with tardiness is the problem of students 
frequently being picked up from school early.  
Of course, there is an occasional necessity for an 
appointment and last minute emergencies, but as 
much as possible, students need to be in school 
until 3:47 p.m.   Students need to learn at an 
early age punctuality and dependability are 
important assets for success throughout their 
lives. 
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Amberly families will be notified of their child’s 
class placement via the mail by mid August.  
Letters from the principal and the upcoming year’s 
teacher, along with registration materials and a 
requested supply list will be mailed to each 
Amberly student by August 20, 2010.  

 

Thank You For All Your Support 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
MRS. DUNPHEY!! 

Congratulations to our own wonderful Amberly 
secretary, Linda Dunphey. Mrs. Dunphey 
recently was honored with the 2010 Kalamazoo 
County Education Association Office 
Personnel of the Year Award.  This award is 
well deserved as we all know Amberly 
Elementary School has the best school 
secretaries in the world!!   

Congratulations Mrs. Dunphey!! 
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Twenty-six Amberly students had their artwork chosen to be displayed as part of the Kalamazoo County 
Young Artists Exhibit.  The Young Artists Exhibit features student work from private and public 
elementary and middle schools in Kalamazoo County.  The exhibit celebrates the creative talents of our 
young artists and recognizes the importance of art education in children’s lives.   Amberly Artists who 
had their art work featured are:  
Grade 1:  Ben Deuel, Emma Sniden & Liza Croyell  
Grade 2:  Emily Neeb, Luke Sykes, Meghan Beuker, Zoe Zeluff, & Maggie Johnson 
 Grade 3:  Colin Morris & Jeremy Hook 
 Grade 4: Milea DeBoe, Frank Zlomek & Issac Sykes 
 Grade 5:  Jacob Mastenbrook, Bailey VandeGiessen, Devin Jaqua, Emma Ridenour, Jared Hoerle, 
Sullivan Cummings, Sara Wieber, Ariana Hopkins, Caroline Jordan, Cassie Thompson, Zak 
Kirschman, Sarah Richards and Danielle Janowicz 
 

Congratulations to these artist whose work is on display during the month of May  
at the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts. 

�$%&���'(��	$%����)��(��$%&���'(��	$%����)��(��$%&���'(��	$%����)��(��$%&���'(��	$%����)��(� ����
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In efforts to improve customer service and continue to place more information online, Portage 
Public Schools has launched a new “Enroll Now” section on its website. There is an “Enroll Now” 
link on the homepage, in the upper left corner of  www.portageps.org. The direct link is: 
http://www.portageps.org/enrollment/default.aspx 
 
The enrollment page contains links to all the information and forms necessary for enrolling a new 
student. The site, launched in April, includes enrollment instructions for both residents and non-
residents, including information regarding “Schools of Choice”.  
 
There are links to the “Program of Studies” and counseling office contacts for middle and high 
school students.  There are also links to information including what immunizations are required, 
how to find the “Street Guide” for those who may not know which school covers a specific 
neighborhood, and a listing of postal addresses for school for those who want to mail in enrollment. 
A Frequently Asked Questions section also provides further information. 
 
Having this information online will be especially useful for families moving in from out of town 
who have limited “time on the ground” and for parents/guardians enrolling kindergarten students. 
Some families may use this site as a way to obtain the forms so they can be filled out at home and 
the brought into the school, while others – especially those moving into Portage - may access 
materials and mail enrollments to the school  
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In order for Portage Public Schools to provide a safe and orderly bus ride, we require all parents to 
register their students for bus service.   
 
Portage students will not be scheduled for bus service unless the parents/guardians notify the transportation 
department in writing. You may sign up online after May 1 at www.portageps.org; or you may download the 
form at http://www.portageps.org/departments/transportation/requestform/transportation_requestform.pdf 
and submit it to the transportation office via fax, mail or your student’s bus driver. 
 
If you do not have internet access, you may obtain a Transportation Request form at any Portage school or 
transportation office. Obtaining an accurate list of students who will actually be riding our buses is very 
important for us to design efficient, low cost bus routes and to assure the safety of the students.   
 
As a reminder, all students may be expected to walk up to 1-½ miles to school. Elementary students may walk 
up to ½ mile to a bus stop and middle & high students may walk up to 1 mile to a bus stop wherever 
appropriate walkways and traffic signs are available.  Eligible students signing up for transportation will be 
assigned to bus stops based on their home address. 
 
If you would like your students to ride the bus next year, please sign up early.  Bus assignments will be based 
on the student’s home address as listed on the schools records.  Students signing up by June 30 will receive a 
postcard in late August with specific transportation information. 
 
Students not replying by June 30 may compromise our ability to provide timely bus service in 
the fall. For more information, please ask your bus driver or call Transportation at 323-5151.  Thank you in 
advance for your timely responses. 

Don’t delay, sign up today.  You don’t want to miss the bus! 

 

STUDENT DIRECTORY OPT OUT 
 

Portage Public Schools occasionally provides student directories to organizations such as Parent 
Teacher Organizations, colleges and libraries offering special programs to school age children, and 
political action committees. This information may include the student’s name, address, telephone 
number, email address, date of birth, parent/guardian names, honors, activities & awards, grade level 
and dates of attendance.  We also provide contact information for those students who may benefit 
from targeted programs to other educational and community partners offering supplemental 
educational programming and services.  Parents wishing to opt a student out of directory listings 
should contact the school’s main office to request an omission. Please note: exercising this right will 
exclude this information from all external requests for directory information, including PTO’s. It 
will not impact the inclusion of information in school publications such as yearbooks, school 
newsletters, extra-curricular programs, etc.   If you wish your student’s information excluded from 
these publications as well, please contact the school’s main office.  


