
APT Meeting Minutes for 
January 19, 2010 (Pending Approval) 

 
Heather Beering – President- The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm.  There were approximately 25-30 people present.  
Welcomes and introductions were conducted.  The November 2009 minutes were distributed and approved.  

 
Treasurer’s Report: Julie Lawford 

The following Budget Reports were handed out: APT Profit and Loss Budget vs. Actual August 2009 through December 2009 
and the December 31, 2009 APT Balance Sheet.  Copies of these budget reports are available for review upon request. Heather 
Beering complimented Michele Sweat for coming in under budget with Holiday Art.  
 

President’s Report: Heather Beering 
 

New Teacher Contract- Since the last meeting, the teachers ratified a new contract, taking a reduction in pay, increasing benefit 
contributions and changing the school calendar. THANK YOU to PPS teachers, because this allowed the school year to continue 
with no loss of teachers mid-year. Teachers have until the end of January to decide whether to take the retirement incentive 
offered. Mrs. Daoust commented that no Amberly teachers plan to leave mid-year. 
 
Next Evening APT Meeting – The next evening meeting is March 16 at 7pm. Superintendent Marsha Wells will be our guest and 
can answer questions about district budget issues. 
 
Ski/Snowboarding Helmets – Helmets can be ordered for $20 (a significant discount). A team from Bronson Hospital will come 
to Amberly to measure kids for proper fit. Bike helmets will be offered in the spring. 
 
Thank You – Thank you to: Kim Gates and Michelle O’Hearn for organizing Movie Night in November, Michele Sweat for 
organizing Holiday Art, Rita McKenzie and Colleen Semler for planning Enrichment assemblies, and Lara Hobson for 
organizing the After School Enrichment program which is now underway.  
 

President Elect: Jeslyn Gordon Nothing to report. 
 

Past President: Jennifer Gatz  
Audit- If you can help with the APT audit committee contact Jennifer Gatz: 372-7083 or tjgatz@sbcglobal.net. No problems are 
suspected at this time, however, now is a good time to establish an audit process to verify our financial numbers, ensure 
accuracy and assess procedures. 
 

Fundraising Chair: Miranda Garside  
Tiger Trek Planning- The first Tiger Trek planning meeting will be Tuesday, January 26, 9am in the Amberly conference room. 
This school-wide walk-a-thon fundraiser is scheduled for Friday, April 23, 2010. 

 
Committee Reports 

 
Great Books: Anne Louise Coryell- The third graders will be reading the same book as last year. More parents are needed to 
help (1/2 hour, 3 weeks in a row, plus a fourth week for an hour or so) which will allow for smaller discussion groups. Heather 
Palmer is coordinating the fourth grade. Information will be coming home soon. 
 
After School Enrichment: Lara Hobson- Classes are underway. This year there are 175 participants in 15 classes. Four classes 
were cancelled due to lack of enrollment. APT awarded 4 scholarships. Feedback forms will be sent home at the end of each 
class. These were very helpful last year. Though not meant to be a fundraiser, the program has made about $250. 
 
Yearbook: Amy Stephani- The yearbook is due to the printer in 6 weeks. Order forms for yearbooks and dedications will come 
home in Friday folders this week. Parents can write one check for both. 
 
Enrichment: Heather Beering for Rita McKenzie- TOMA the mime visited Amberly for Young Author's Day on Tuesday, January 
12th.   He started with a performance for all students in the gym, talked to the students about writing, and charged them with 
returning to class and writing stories for him to perform. Amberly students enjoyed seeing their stories acted out during his 

afternoon performances. The next enrichment program is scheduled for Feb. 24th and 25th and will feature a presentation on 
Geological Science. 

 
CIC: Heather Beering for Rita McKenzie- At the CIC meeting held on December 16th, Ric Perry (Assistant Superintendent of 
Instructional Services) shared with members the final recommendations of the  Secondary Scheduling Study Committee. Dr. 
Perry stated in an e-mail to CIC and S3 Committee members, "The S3 Committee has concluded their work on the secondary 
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schedule until they meet to evaluate implementation in November 2010." Contact Rita McKenzie or Heidi Turchan to read a 
final copy of the report. Denise Bresson (Curriculum Director) presented a report on the new Academic Strategic Areas of 
Focus.  One focus will be on success in 9th grade coursework, which is vital to ensuring college readiness. Other areas of focus 
for the district include Social Studies and Science; audits will be conducted and subsequent changes or suggestions will be 
made. Other business included approving the addition of a new math course Algebra 2C/Intro to PreCalculus to the High 
School Program of Studies for the 2010-2011 school year. Finally, the music department presented a proposal for the purchase 
of new curriculum materials for 1st-5th grades. 
 

Special Presentation – Student Sensory Needs  
 

Robin St. Arnauld and Heather Moore, teachers at Moorsbridge Elementary, presented a program on student sensory needs 
titled “They Would If They Could”. They discussed how brain research is impacting how we educate and service children with 
ADHD, autism spectrum disorder, bipolar disorder, sleep disorders, depression and other challenges. 
 
Trish Tibble and Elizabeth Fillar, second grade teachers at Amberly, shared tools that they use in their classrooms to keep 
students engaged. These include dance time, drum break, stress balls, gum chewing, special seat cushions, weighted blankets 
for the lap, ergonomic desk chairs and water bottles (to hydrate the brain). 
 
 

Principal’s Report: Mary Daoust 
Mary distributed information from the Michigan PTSA: talking points regarding public education funding and contact information 
for local legislators. She urges parents to be in touch with legislators throughout the year, not just when there is a crisis. Call them 
to let your voice be heard. 
 

Old Business – No Old Business 
 

New Business  
Amberly’s 50th Anniversary: Heather Beering- Amberly will celebrate 50 years in the fall of 2010. Ideas are being discussed 
and your ideas are welcome. One idea is “50 Books for 50 Years”: parents could select a “candle” with the name of a book on it 
and write a check to donate that book to the library. 
 

Announcements 

¶ Upcoming Events 
¶ 1/21 Donuts for Dads, 8am 
¶ 1/22 Yearbook sales begin 
¶ Great Books, 3rd & 4th grades, info coming home soon 
¶ 1/26 Tiger Trek planning meeting, 9am Amberly conference room 
¶ 2/1-2/4  5th Grade Camp at Sherman Lake 
¶ February: Project Charlie, 1st grade, contact Michele Sweat MicheleASweat@aol.com 
¶ 2/19 Daddy Daughter Dance, contact Kathy Mizikar/Tina Jordan 
¶ 3/1-3/4 Achievement Expo 
¶ 3/4 Wizard of Oz performance and Talent Show 
¶ 3/19 Movie Night, contact Kim Gates gatormom@ctsmail.net  

 
Next Meeting 

The next APT Meeting will be Tuesday February 16 at 9:00am in the cafeteria. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm.   

 
 
    

 
 Minutes respectfully submitted by Jennifer Gatz, Past President 
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