Anqgling Road School Family Newsletter

Welcome to the week of December 8, 2008

[""#$3S %&'""#$$
Email: kwitvoet@portageps.org

Angling Road Mission Statement: The teachers, staf& parents of Angling Road School will educate our
children to be confident, caring citizens, ready fothe responsibilities & challenges of the future.

CALENDAR DATES:
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From the Angling Road ART CREW and Mrs. Emersonhafik you so much for
your support of the ART CREW sale during confersncért CREW made $352.30
with all the profits going toward indoor recess @mbjects! Thanks to all of you for
supporting our students and a huge THANK YOU to .MEsnerson and the Art
CREW kids for organizing this outstanding project!

ANGLING ROAD BOOK FAIR! We want to send a huge THANK YOU to
our families, students, and staff for supporting ou Book Fair this year! We
earned $1,200.00 from Scholastic Books to be used books for our Media
Center! Thank you for supporting our library and enjoy the wonderful books you
purchased during the Book Fair!

Questions and Answers Reqgarding the Proposed
Elementary School Boundaries for 2009

In anticipation of the opening of a new elementalyool on 12th Street in Fall 2009, a
committee of parents representing all elementargiddle schools has worked with school
officials the last several months to develop aleigihan to revise elementary attendance
boundaries. In this process, every attempt waert@mdhaintain neighborhood school groups,
prevent overcrowding, minimize the numbers of stislenoved, and minimize student time on
buses.

Last spring, two options were presented to the conity for review and feedback. The
committee working on the boundaries has proce$ssdgedback, and has finalized a
recommendation for the Board of Education. Thtomemendation will be shared with the Board
on Monday, November 24th, at its regular meetifibe Board will take final action to affirm the
plan on December 15th

In order to provide interested members of commuinityg to review the plan prior to the
meeting, the district has posted a summary ofrif@mation via Portage Public Schools
webpage athttp://www.portageps.org/information/attendancestaefault.aspx

Elementary Attendance Area FAQ Why is PPS changing the EL Attendance Areas?

In the fall of 2007, voters approved a bond isshekcalled for the construction of a new
elementary school west of US-131, as well as tlvemenissioning of one of our older facilities,
Waylee Elementary. Updates are required both bésh the attendance area for the new
school, and to accommodate the assignment of Wagighborhoods to other schools. We will
also use this opportunity to address overcrowdieggntly occurring at some of our other
elementary schools.

How was this plan developed?n the fall of 2007, the Attendance Area Study Catten

(AASC) was established to develop the guidelinebéundary changes, as well as the new
boundaries themselves. The AASC is comprised @rgaepresentatives from all PPS
elementary and middle schools, along with selegtethbers of the PPS administrative staff. In
the spring of 2008, the AASC released two candigedeosals to the public for review and
comment. Based on the feedback they received aendew of projected enrollment data, the
candidate proposals were adjusted into a singlamewndation for the administration and Board
of Education to consider.



What are the guiding principles used to make decisns?

Maintain neighborhood school groups
(neighborhoods attend the same school — EL, MSS§ H

Move as few students as possible
Minimize student time on bus routes
Avoid social economic status imbalances and ertsowedaries lead to equitable services

Maintain secondary school enrollments

You mention social economic status in your guidingrinciples. What exactly does this

mean and how was it used?

As per State and Federal Law, we are requiredattktand report the number of students
participating in our free/reduced lunch prograntisipercentage is often referred to as the Social
Economic Status or SES of the building. The preskmentary average is 22%.

As the AASC worked on the boundaries, this data regiewed to ensure that no imbalances in
the SES rates for the elementaries were creata@ngde of +/- 10% was established. None of
the specific changes to the boundaries were maldelémce SES; however some ideas were
rejected as they would have lead to SES ratesdeutdithe target range.

When will the elementary boundary changes take eft¢?
Elementary boundaries will be shifted in the fdlRO09 to coincide with the opening of the 12th
Street elementary school.

What if | wish my child to remain at his/her current school?

The district will consider these ‘grandfatheringguests on a case by case basis, granting those
requests where we are able to do so. Once thalBalea's final action in December, a mailing
will be sent to all families to confirm their assigent for the 09-10 school year, as well as
outline the process for grandfathering requestaliretail.

| currently have an in-district transfer on file with the administration. Will that be

honored?

As always, PPS will review these on a case by basis, making accommodations where we are
able — it is our intent to honor as many of thegstig arrangements as we are able. We will
notify families with current in-district transferrangements of any changes no later than April of
20009.

What about contingency plans assuming actual enratient does not match the projected
enrollment?

The AASC has identified four zones that may bediteoned to alternate school sites should the
need arise. This information will be included wilie public release of information.

Individuals with questions or feedback may contatistrict administrators directly via the
"Contact Us" link listed on the district webpagewww.portageps.org




New Areas: o Room changes:

1. from CEL — small area NE
Westnedge & Milham

Released Areas:

> to MBE - very small area
NW corner of district

(two northernmost streets) Angling Attendance Area Color: Blue
Room changes subject to staffing & budget constraints.

© n/a
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Anqgling Road School Student Council Annual
Food Drive




