
Angling Road School Family Newsletter 
Welcome to the week of April 19, 2010 

Karen Witvoet, Principal 
Linda Bowen & Debbie Slager, Secretaries 
Telephone (269) 323-6000   FAX 323-6090  

Email:  kwitvoet@portageps.org 

Mission Statement: The teachers, staff, & parents of Angling Road School will 

educate our children to be confident, caring citizens, ready for the responsibilities & 

challenges of the future.   

 
Please sign up for our ELECTRONIC ANGLING ROAD NEWSLETTERS:  Get the Angling Road Family 

Newsletter by email. Just sign up by going to www.portageps.org, then Elementary, then Angling 

Road. Fill in your name and email address and that’s all there is to it!  Enjoy a snapshot of Angling 

Road activities and current school news.  

 

CALENDAR DATES: Please call in Student Absences - 323-6000.      

 April 16:  RECORDS DAY – No School for Students 
April 19:  All School Assembly – “Mind Your Manners”  

 Kindergarten-2
nd

 Grades 9:00 a.m.,     3
rd

 – 5
th

 grades 10:00 a.m. 

April 23:  3
rd

 Grades with PNHS Environmental Club  

April 26:  5
th

 Graders visit Portage North Middle School  

April 30:  3
rd

 Quarter Report Cards go home with all students 

May 1:    ANGLING ROAD SCHOOL CARNIVAL, 4:00-7:00 P.M.  
May 6:  JUMP ROPE FOR HEART, 3:45-4:45 p.m.  

May 6:  Final PTO Meeting of the year 7:00 p.m. Media Center 

May 11: 2
nd

 & 3
rd

 Grade Spring Musical, Daytime Performance 

at 2:30 p.m. & Evening Performance, 7:00 p.m.  

May 17-21:  Scholastic Book Fair – Buy One Get One Free Books  

May 18:  5
th

 Grade Choir Concert, 7:00 p.m.  

May 24:  Special Open House Celebration for our three retiring staff members, 

Mrs. Helen Fox, Mr. Bob Jaquays, and Mrs. Anne Schrock.  4:00-5:30 p.m. AR café!     

 May 26: 3
rd

, 4
th

, 5
th

 Grades go to the Kalamazoo Kings Game 

May 27: GIRLS ON THE RUN 5K EVENT! 

May 28: End of the Year Celebration FIELD DAY!  

June 1: Rain Day for Field Day 

June 2: 5
th

 Grade Talent Show, 9:30 a.m. in the gym 

June 3: CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY 2:00 p.m. in the gym 

June 4: Last Day of School for Students and Staff  

June 14:   Report Cards will be mailed out to all families 

 

Michigan Elementary School Rankings – We were informed last week that 

Angling Road Elementary School is in the Top 10 out of the 1,681 elementary 

schools in the State of Michigan.  Michigan Elementary School Rankings are based 

on student achievement data of 3
rd

 & 4
th

 grade MEAP averages in Reading and 

Mathematics, providing a MEAP Combined average.  We are more than pleased 
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with our students’ academic successes and proud of our students, teachers, and 

families!  Congratulations to all of us!   

 As part of our school improvement reports, we want to know what you think 

about our school.  We put together a short survey to complete by April 19
th

.  Please 

complete the survey on the back of the newsletter or electronically.  Thank you.   

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RGGHZB6 

 

PARENTS/GUARDIANS:  Please complete the Participation/Activity Fee Survey below.     

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/6RDHJDN   Portage Public Schools is gathering information from 

all families and district stakeholders concerning implementation of a participation fee for middle and 

high school students in most extra-curricular activities.  This fee would impact students that 

participate in extra-curricular activities such as athletics, school plays, debate, forensics, some clubs, 

and intramural activities. An extra-curricular activity is one that occurs outside of the school day is 

not part of a class. (Note: marching band, choir, and orchestra are excluded as they are part of a 

related class) The survey will assist the district in completing a final recommendation for the 2010-

2011 school year. Thank you in advance for taking the time to assist the district in providing the very 

best programming possible for students in Portage Public Schools 

 

Vote on Tuesday, May 4 - Renewal of Building Site Sinking 
Fund (BSSF) Sought for School Repairs & Improvements 

A renewal of the .5 millage rate for the District’s Building Site Sinking Fund (BSSF) will 
come before voters on May 4. The average cost to taxpayers is $38 a year and will continue to 
generate about $1.2 million a year.  This renewal is for a period of five years, for school year 
2010/2011 through 2014/2015. The last renewal, in 2005, was approved by 70% of voters.   The 
BSSF has been renewed consistently since 1966, with receipts from this levy going into a 
separate fund for such things as making necessary repairs and improvements to school buildings, 
structures, and parking areas.  

Since many of our facilities are nearly 50 years old, numerous facility repairs like roofs, 
mechanical systems, flooring, and asphalt have been funded with this millage.  From 1966 
through 1998 the District levied 1.0 mill in this fund, and from 1998 to now, the District levied .5 
mill of BSSF, while the other .5 was transferred to debt millage with voter approval.   In 2001 
voters approved an increase of 1.0 mill through 2005 for the construction of two multi-purpose 
facilities at the high schools and for major renovations to the high school auditoriums.  
 

We’re Older Than You Think  Schools in our District are older than many of our 

residents may think; however, we continue taking excellent care of our aging schools with the 
help of the Building Site Sinking Fund. Our buildings that are more than 40 years old not and not 
currently being replaced or renovated by the current Bond Construction projects include: 
Administration Building: 88 years old 
Central Middle: 53 years old 
Amberly Elementary: 50 years old 
North Middle: 49 years old 
Haverhill Elementary: 48 years old 
Angling Road Elementary: 47 years old 
Woodland Elementary: 42 years old 
Central Elementary: 41 years old 
 

Questions about Voting? 
Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.  
Not sure where to vote? You only have one voting location now, so it is the same location where 
you vote in regular elections. Check your voter registration card or visit this web site and enter 
your home address for your polling station: www.michigan.gov/vote.  
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Ballot Language  “Shall the limitation on the amount of taxes which may be assessed against 
all property in Portage Public Schools, Kalamazoo County, Michigan, be increased by and the 
board of education be authorized to levy not to exceed .50 mill ($0.50 on each $1,000 of taxable 
valuation) for a period of 5 years, 2010 to 2014, inclusive, to continue to provide for a sinking 
fund for the purchase of real estate for sites for, and the construction or repair of, school 
buildings and all other purposes authorized by law; the estimate of the revenue the school 
district will collect if the millage is approved and levied in 2010 is approximately $1,232,000 (this 
is a renewal of millage which expired with the 2009 tax levy)?” 

 

Portage Education Foundation – PROTECTING EDUCATION’S FUTURE 
NOW! “When a community believes in education and is willing to rally, 
powerful things will happen.”  At our PTO meeting on April 8

th
, the Portage 

Education Foundation gave us information about how we can financially support our 
school district.  Many parents had requested how to get involved with financial support to 
save teachers’ jobs, various programs, and how to impact the difficult decisions yet to 
come.  In an effort to address this, the Portage Education Foundation has developed a 
fund for families to contribute “Only $1.00 a day to help to keep the cutbacks away. Donate 
$1.00 a day per household and business to help us raise $1.3 million to help save 
programs and protect our education!”  For more information about contributing to this tax 
deductible fund through PEF, please visit www.portageeducationfoundation.org.  For a 
brochure or more general information, please contact the Angling Road School office.  
 

Angling Road School CARNIVAL – May 1, 2010  4:00-7:00 p.m. 
Please save the date for a great afternoon.  We need lots of parents to help with the Carnival 
Games.  There are SIGN UP POSTERS near the main office so please stop by and sign up to 
help with a game or two – Game Shifts are two hour time slots.    
If you are interested in helping with the Basket Raffle or have any questions about volunteering 
for the carnival, please contact Lisa Nagy, PTO President at 321-8726 or LKNagy1@live.com    

 
Basket Raffle Donations:  Please send items to school by Thursday, April 15th.  

ü Young Fives/Kindergarten – GARDENING ï garden gloves, trowels, rakes, watering cans, 
seed packets, flower bulbs, gardening books.  

ü First Grade – KITCHEN GADGETS ï cookbooks, apron, kitchen gadgets, oven mitts, dish 
towels, coffee, mugs, bread/cookie mixes. 

ü Second Grade – GAME/MOVIE NIGHT ï card games, board games, popcorn, word 
puzzle/number puzzle books, videos, DVDôs, movie passes, sidewalk chalk and bubbles. 

ü Third Grade – SUMMER FUN ï pool toys, goggles, diving toys, beach towels, sunscreen, 
sunglasses, sand toys, kites, Frisbees, and sprinklers. 

ü Fourth Grade – SPORTS ï basketballs, Nerf games, footballs, jump ropes, soccer balls, 
shin guards, golf balls, and university items.  

ü Fifth Grade – PAMPER ME ï lotions, candles, perfume, potpourri, shower gel, and gift 

certfificates for manicures, haircuts, or massages.  

  
2010 -2011 KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION:  Children who will be 

five years old on or before December 1, 2010 are eligible for kindergarten during the 2010-2011 
school year.  If you have a child or know of a neighborhood child who will be eligible to enroll in 
kindergarten during the 2010-2011 school year, please contact our school office at 323-6000 to 
register him/her.  Kindergarten Registration packets are available in the office.    

 
CURIOUS KIDS ï CHILD CARE -  REGISTER SOON!  -  Curious Kids offers 
child care for various ages at several sites throughout the district.  We provide meals and snacks, fun 
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activities and a safe and welcoming environment!  Flexible payment plans and family discounts!  Please 
contact us at 323-6780 for more information! 
ü Curious Kids @ Milham ς Care for children ages 6 weeks through 14 years.  Transportation via 

PPS buses to and from Amberly, Haverhill, Lake Center, Central, and 12th Street Elementaries. 
ü Curious YƛŘǎ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ¸ƻǳƴƎ рΩǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ рth grade at our satellite sites, located 

at Woodland and Moorsbridge Elementaries. 

ü Angling Road Elementary School will host a Curious Kids Program for the 
2010/2011 school year!   Call Angling Road School office at 323-6000 for more 
info or Curious Kids, 323-6764 for registration materials!   

ü PRESCHOOL ς 3 and 4 year old Preschool classes are available at our Milham site.  Certified 
teachers teach a ½ day class to students.  Please call Sue Haroldson at 323-6764 for more 
information!  Families registering by April 1

st
 receive $20.00 off their registration fee! 

      

School Meals and Chartwells Food Service  
Did you know?  If you qualify for reduced priced meals you only pay $ .30 for breakfast and $ .40 per lunch!  Thatôs a 
savings of $391.00 at the elementary level & $436.00 at the middle and high school level in a school year.  If you qualify 
for free lunches, you wonôt pay anything at all!   Students who participate in the Free and Reduced Meal Program 
provide extra state and federal funding for reading and math programs in their buildings.  Free and Reduced Meal 
Benefit Applications can be filled out anytime during the school year.  Applications are available through your 
school office, at www.portageps.org   or by calling 323-5155 

Little Caesar’s Pizza is back!   Little Caesar’s Pizza will be served in our cafeteria each Thursday.  If 

your child is interested in a second slice on pizza, $1.25 will be charged to their lunch account or students 

can bring in $1.25 that day!  

Recess Mileage Club!  

With the warm weather hopefully staying with us, Recess Mileage Club will resume each Wednesday in 

April and May.  Our first Wednesday will be April 14
th

!  Mileage Club provides students with a 

productive, healthy activity to participate in during recess.  We will keep track of laps completed during 
recess time and will award certificates at the end of the year celebration!    

Recess Times:    11:00 - 11:30 (4
th

 Grades), 11:30 - 12:00 (5
th

 Grades), 12:00 – 12:30 (2
nd

 Grades), 

12:30 - 1:00 (1
st
 Grades), and 1:00 – 1:30 (3

rd
 Grades).   

 

SHERMAN LAKE YMCA OUTDOOR CENTER 
Put Play in Your Day: Healthy Kids Day 2010 

Sherman Lake YMCA will host its annual Healthy Kids Day, the nation’s largest 
health day for children and families, Sunday, April 18th from 2:00-4:00 pm at the 
Sherman Lake YMCA. Events are free and open to the public.  Healthy Kids Day 

offers families an opportunity to play together and learn more about ways that encourage 
wellness and healthier living. Last year over 700,000 people participated in YMCA’s 
Healthy Kids Day events nationwide enjoying games, demonstrations, arts and crafts, 
educational resources, healthy treats, giveaways and more. It also offers parents the 
chance to learn more about the YMCA’s summer camp, meet camp staff, and tour the 
facilities. 
Some highlights to this year’s Healthy Kids Day include Jungle Joe’s inflatables, Fire 
Safety with Ross Township, Indoor Climbing Wall, Indoor swimming pool (children 7 & 
under must be accompanied by a parent/guardian in a swimsuit in the pool), Arts & 
Crafts.  
Come on out to Sherman Lake YMCA Outdoor Center on Sunday, April 18 th. For 

additional information, please contact Jackie Morse (269.731.3004) or 
jackiem@ymcasl.org 
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Calling All Parents – School Bus Transportation  

for the 2010-2011 School Year  
 

Do you want your student to ride the school bus next year?   
 

Do you want to save time and money and help the environment at the same 
too? 
  

In order for Portage Public Schools to provide a safe and orderly bus 
ride, we require all parents to register their students for bus service.   
 

Portage students will not be scheduled for bus service unless the 
parents/guardians notify the transportation department in writing. You may sign 
up online after May 1 at www.portageps.org; or you may download the form at 

http://www.portageps.org/departments/transportation/requestform/transportatio
n_requestform.pdf 
and submit it to the transportation office via fax, mail or your student’s bus 

driver. 
 
If you do not have internet access, you may obtain a Transportation Request 

form at any Portage school or transportation office. 
 
Obtaining an accurate list of students who will actually be riding our buses is 

very important for us to design efficient, low cost bus routes and to assure the 
safety of the students.   

 
As a reminder, all students may be expected to walk up to 1-½ miles to school. 
Elementary students may walk up to ½ mile to a bus stop and middle & high 

students may walk up to 1 mile to a bus stop wherever appropriate walkways 
and traffic signs are available.  Eligible students signing up for transportation will 
be assigned to bus stops based on their home address. 

 
If you would like your students to ride the bus next year, please sign up early.  
Bus assignments will be based on the student’s home address as listed on the 

schools records.  Students signing up by June 30 will receive a postcard in late 
August with specific transportation information. 
 

Students not replying by June 30 may compromise our ability to 
provide timely bus service in the fall. 
 

For more information, please ask your bus driver or call Transportation at 323-
5151.  Thank you in advance for your timely responses. 

 
Don’t delay, sign up today.  You don’t want to miss the bus! 
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