
Angling Road School Family Newsletter 
Welcome to the week of May 3, 2010 

Karen Witvoet, Principal 
Linda Bowen & Debbie Slager, Secretaries 
Telephone (269) 323-6000   FAX 323-6090  

Email:  kwitvoet@portageps.org 

Mission Statement: The teachers, staff, & parents of Angling Road School will 

educate our children to be confident, caring citizens, ready for the responsibilities & 

challenges of the future.   

 
Please sign up for our ELECTRONIC ANGLING ROAD NEWSLETTERS:  Get the Angling Road Family 

Newsletter by email. Just sign up by going to www.portageps.org, then Elementary, then Angling 

Road. Fill in your name and email address and that’s all there is to it!  Enjoy a snapshot of Angling 

Road activities and current school news.  

 

CALENDAR DATES: Please call in Student Absences - 323-6000.    
April 30:  3

rd
 Quarter Report Cards go home with all students 

May 1:    ANGLING ROAD SCHOOL CARNIVAL, 4:00-7:00 P.M.  
May 2: Special Exhibit at Kalamazoo Institute of Arts – see 

information below from Mrs. Emerson – Student Art Work is displayed!  

 
May 4:  Please vote on the Renewal of the Building Site Sinking 
fund sought for school repairs and improvements.   More 

information below.  
 
May 6:  Final PTO Meeting of the year 7:00 p.m. Media Center 

May 11: 2
nd

 & 3
rd

 Grade Spring Musical, Daytime Performance 

at 2:30 p.m. & Evening Performance, 7:00 p.m.  

May 13:  JUMP ROPE FOR HEART during the school day! 

We are working on a schedule and kids will Jump Rope 

for Heart at different times throughout the day with 

their grade level friends! Details coming soon!   

May 17-21:  Scholastic Book Fair – Buy One Get One Free Books  

May 18:  5
th

 Grade Choir Concert, 7:00 p.m.  

May 20-22:  ROOF SIT PROJECT, sponsored by CREW Kids!  

May 24:  Special Open House Celebration for our three retiring staff members, 

Mrs. Helen Fox, Mr. Bob Jaquays, and Mrs. Anne Schrock.  4:00-5:30 p.m.      

 May 26: 3
rd

, 4
th

, 5
th

 Grades go to the Kalamazoo Kings Game 

May 27: GIRLS ON THE RUN 5K EVENT! 

May 28: End of the Year Celebration FIELD DAY!  

June 1: Rain Day for Field Day 

June 2: 5
th

 Grade Talent Show, 9:30 a.m. in the gym 

June 3: CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY 2:00 p.m. in the gym 

June 4: Last Day of School for Students and Staff  

June 14:   Report Cards will be mailed out to all families 

mailto:kwitvoet@portageps.org
http://www.portageps.org/


PARENTS/GUARDIANS:  Please complete the Participation/Activity Fee Survey below.     

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/6RDHJDN   Portage Public Schools is gathering information from 

all families and district stakeholders concerning implementation of a participation fee for middle and 

high school students in most extra-curricular activities.  This fee would impact students that 

participate in extra-curricular activities such as athletics, school plays, debate, forensics, some clubs, 

and intramural activities. An extra-curricular activity is one that occurs outside of the school day is 

not part of a class. (Note: marching band, choir, and orchestra are excluded as they are part of a 

related class) The survey will assist the district in completing a final recommendation for the 2010-

2011 school year. Thank you in advance for taking the time to assist the district in providing the very 

best programming possible for students in Portage Public Schools 
 

Vote on Tuesday, May 4 - Renewal of Building Site Sinking 
Fund (BSSF) Sought for School Repairs & Improvements 

A renewal of the .5 millage rate for the District’s Building Site Sinking Fund 

(BSSF) will come before voters on May 4. The average cost to taxpayers is $38 a year 
and will continue to generate about $1.2 million a year.  This renewal is for a period of 
five years, for school year 2010/2011 through 2014/2015. The last renewal, in 2005, 
was approved by 70% of voters.   The BSSF has been renewed consistently since 1966, 

with receipts from this levy going into a separate fund for such things as making 
necessary repairs and improvements to school buildings, structures, and parking areas.  
Questions about Voting?  Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.  Not sure where to 

vote? You only have one voting location now, so it is the same location where you vote 
in regular elections. Check your voter registration card or visit this web site and enter 
your home address for your polling station: www.michigan.gov/vote.  

  

Portage Education Foundation launches PEF Now Appeal    
“When a community believes in education and is willing to rally, 

powerful things will happen.”  At our PTO meeting on April 8
th

, the Portage Education 

Foundation gave us information about how we can financially support our school district.  Many 

parents had requested how to get involved with financial support to our school district.  The Portage 

Education Foundation (PEF) has established PEF Now, an annual appeal created in response to community 

feedback.  When the legislature cut school funding in the fall, community members were asked for 

suggestions on how to address our school funding crisis.  One comment heard again and again was that 
individuals were willing to make donations to Portage Public Schools.  That's when PEF decided to start 

PEF Now.   
Since the 2002-2003 school year, PPS has cut $5 million from its budget.  While PPS has made 

every effort to prevent cuts from impacting its instructional services, the district cannot continue to provide 

an outstanding education without financial support.  Our schools are no longer receiving sufficient support 

from Lansing.  Many may question how we can build new schools when we are in the funding 

crisis.  These are actually two separate issues.  By law, monies raised from a bond initiative cannot be used 

for classroom activities or teacher salaries.  The bond was earmarked for new schools, renovations and 

improved technology.  Bond monies cannot be used to pay operational expenses.   
We are asking PPS parents and alumni, as well as local homeowners and area businesses -    

everyone who shares an essential role in the success of our public school system - to participate in this 

appeal.  Our goal is to raise $1.3 million, which was cut from our budget in the fall of 2009.  We are 
requesting $30 a month, the equivalent of approximately $1 a day - that's less than the average coffee or 

soda.  We hope that every family and area business will contribute to the extent that they can.  

Invest today in the future of Portage.  Working together, we can help the Portage Public 

Schools continue to offer an outstanding education to our students - an education not 

possible with public funding alone.    Please visit our website to learn more about this appeal and 

make a donation.  www.portageeducationfoundation.org.    

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/6RDHJDN
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2010-2011 KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION: Children who will be 

five years old on or before December 1, 2010 are eligible for kindergarten during the 2010-2011 
school year.  If you have a child or know of a neighborhood child who will be eligible to enroll in 
kindergarten during the 2010-2011 school year, please contact our school office at 323-6000 to 
register him/her.  Kindergarten Registration packets are available in the office.   
  

CURIOUS KIDS – CHILD CARE - REGISTER SOON! - Curious Kids offers 
child care for various ages at several sites throughout the district.  We provide meals and snacks, fun 
activities and a safe and welcoming environment!  Flexible payment plans and family discounts!  Please 
contact us at 323-6780 for more information! 
ü Curious Kids @ Milham – Care for children ages 6 weeks through 14 years.  Transportation via 

PPS buses to and from Amberly, Haverhill, Lake Center, Central, and 12th Street Elementaries. 

ü Angling Road Elementary School will host a Curious Kids Program for the 
2010/2011 school year!   Call Angling Road School office at 323-6000 for more 
info or Curious Kids, 323-6764 for registration materials!   

ü PRESCHOOL – 3 and 4 year old Preschool classes are available at our Milham site.  Certified 
teachers teach a ½ day class to students.  Please call Sue Haroldson at 323-6764 for more 
information!  Families registering by April 1st receive $20.00 off their registration fee! 

 

Voluntary Student Insurance Program   

During this school year the Portage Board of Education made available a voluntary student accident 

insurance program.  Since the District has made this insurance available, an increasing number of 

parents/guardians have been taking advantage of this inexpensive policy.  This fact dictates that as a community 

service, we will continue to offer this voluntary insurance. 

The District offers this program because of trends in rising family health and dental insurance costs, 
increased deductibles, and co-payments.  Furthermore, in an attempt to limit the Districts' rising insurance costs, 

this program provides an alternative for claims due to accidental injuries that unfortunately occur on our 

property.  This is the case for both during and after school hours. 

The plan described in the brochure you'll receive in the fall has been designed to respond to diverse 

family insurance needs.  Coverage provided can help decrease the burden of unexpected medical and dental 

expenses, including those left unpaid due to family insurance deductibles and co-payments.  Please watch for 

the enrollment forms at the start of the next school year. 

      

Recess Mileage Club! With the warm weather here, Recess Mileage Club is every 

Wednesday in April and May.   Mileage Club provides students with a productive, healthy activity to 

participate in during recess.  We will keep track of laps completed during recess time and will award 
certificates at the end of the year celebration!     Recess:  11:00 - 11:30 (4

th
 Grades), 11:30 - 12:00 (5

th
 

Grades),  12:00 – 12:30 (2
nd

 Grades), 12:30 - 1:00 (1
st
 Grades), and 1:00 – 1:30 (3

rd
 Grades).   A huge 

THANK YOU to Stephanie Taylor (Titus and Sy’s mom) and Lisa Paulius (Daniel 

and Julia’s mom), and Mrs. Thompson and Mrs. Skiles, our playground supervisors,  

for counting laps, encouraging our Mileage Club Kids, and volunteering their time 

for this fun event for students!   

 

School Bus Transportation for 2010-2011   

ü Do you want your student to ride the school bus next year?   
ü Do you want to save time and money and help the environment at the same too?  

In order for Portage Public Schools to provide a safe and orderly bus ride, we require 
all parents to register their students for bus service.     Portage students will not be 
scheduled for bus service unless the parents/guardians notify the transportation department in 
writing. You may sign up online after May 1 at www.portageps.org; or you may 

http://www.portageps.org/


download the form at 
http://www.portageps.org/departments/transportation/requestform/transportation
_requestform.pdf and submit it to the transportation office via fax, mail or your 
student’s bus driver.  If you do not have internet access, you may obtain a 
Transportation Request form at any Portage school or transportation office. 
 
As a reminder, all students may be expected to walk up to 1-½ miles to school. Elementary 
students may walk up to ½ mile to a bus stop and middle & high students may walk up to 1 mile 
to a bus stop wherever appropriate walkways and traffic signs are available.  Eligible students 

signing up for transportation will be assigned to bus stops based on their home address. 
 
If you would like your students to ride the bus next year, please sign up early.  Bus 
assignments will be based on the student’s home address as listed on the schools 
records.  Students signing up by June 30 will receive a postcard in late August with 
specific transportation information. 
Students not replying by June 30 may compromise our ability to provide timely bus 
service in the fall. 
For more information, please ask your bus driver or call Transportation at 323-5151.  Thank you 
in advance for your timely responses.  Don’t delay, sign up today.  You don’t want to miss 
the bus! 
 

Go to the KIA in May!  Special Portage reception 

at KIA on Sunday, May 2, 2:00-4:00 p.m. 

Congratulations to the following students who are representing our 
school in the Young Artists of Kalamazoo County exhibit at the 
Kalamazoo Institute of Arts! Olivia Kakabeeke, Maddie O’Meara, 
Melody Yang, Alexander Sanchez-Buchanan, Miette Smith, Jack 
Eiden, Cade Smith, Faith Andrews, Taryn Ross, Brennan Green, Ella 
Gilmour, John-Mark Torrence, Drew Spielvogel, William Prowse, 
Emily Bright, Brooke Rogers, Lizzy Verduzco, Lauren Chavis, Audrey 
Everett, Elliot Hoinville, Sam Proos, Lily Bryan, Zacharie Kelly, 
Nathan Chapleau, Sarah Dillon, Alyssa Rainwater, Alanah Izenbaard, 
and Robbie Gamez. Please join us for the Portage reception Sunday, 
May 2, 2:00-4:00. The exhibit runs through May 30. 
 

Thank you to our PTO, Carnival Committee, 

Parents, Middle/High School Students, AR 

Staff, and all the students for organizing a 

FANTASTIC ANGLING ROAD CARNIVAL 

for all of us!  We LOVE CARNIVAL!   
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