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It’s time to start thinking about COLD 

WEATHER!! Here are a few things we need to 

clarify for you. 

 

SNOW DAY NOTIFICATION 

 

When Portage Schools cancels or 

delays the start of school, the 

announcement will be made in 

time to make the 6 a.m. news on local television and 

radio stations. Parents may also check the District 

web site at www.portageps.org and click on the 

"Parents & Visitors" link for the WWMT-TV 

Channel 3 school closing announcements (you will 

see the link on the upper right, under the weather 

forecast). Portage Cable Access Channel 20 also 

carries school closing announcements.  

      

SEVERE WEATHER CONDITIONS 

DURING THE DAY: 

Please stay tuned to the local radio 

stations, Channel 3 or Portage Cable Access 

(Channel 20) if you think the students may be sent 

home early. PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE 

SCHOOL TO ASK ABOUT THIS. We are 

informed just before the message is called in to the 

stations. We need to keep the lines open for 

emergencies. 

 

 

STUDENT ILLNESS 

 

As winter weather descends upon us, 

so does the cold and flu season.  With 

such a large concentration of people in an area, the 

“bugs” can spread very quickly. 

 

For the health and wellness of all concerned (staff 

and students), please keep children who are ill at 

home where they can rest comfortably and recover 

without spreading the cold or flu to others.  With 

your help we can have a healthier and therefore, 

more productive learning climate. 

 

For children who are recovering from a cold or flu, 

an extra day of rest at home, to regain their 

strength may be helpful.  Since all of our 

students go outside each day for a 30-minute 

recess, they must be healthy and ready to resume 

full activity.  Our health room is not adequate to 

accommodate the many numbers of children who 

request to stay inside.  If it is necessary that your 

child remain inside, please provide the office with a 

note from your physician stating the need.    

 

THANK YOU! 

 

Thank you for coming to Parent Teacher 

Conferences! Your interest and involvement at 

school shows your child that school is important to 

you and that you care about their progress. We 

appreciate all your support and your partnership! 
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Central Elementary is a 

place where children are 

safe and successful! 

 

PTO HOLIDAY SHOPPE 
 

The annual Holiday Shoppe is scheduled for the 

week of  December 7
th

. This has been a very fun 

event for students. Volunteers are needed to help. 

Please email pcepto@gmail.com. More information 

will be coming home soon! 

 

WINTER BREAK 

 

Students will have Winter break 

from December 22, 2008, through January 2, 2008.  

School will resume Monday, January 5, 2007.  The 

staff at Central Elementary extends to you warm 

wishes for a very joyous and safe holiday season. 

 

STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN DAILY RECESS 

 

Weather permitting; children have a thirty minute 

recess following lunch each day.  It is more 

enjoyable for the children if they are properly 

clothed – hats, gloves, boots, etc.  Your help is 

appreciated.  

 

OFFICE DEPOT REWARD PROGRAM 

 

If you shop at Office Depot, or their on-line site, 

and mention Portage Central Elementary, they will 

refund 5% of your purchase back to Central 

Elementary. Our Back to School ID number is 

70052072. This is a simple way to help our school. 

Thank you! 

 

MEDIA CENTER NEWS 

 

Thank you to everyone who shopped at the book 

fair. It’s always wonderful to see all those eager 

readers! Be sure to keep reading over winter break. 

Thanks again! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

 

Friday, January 23, is the end of the first semester. 

There is no school for students. Teachers will be 

working on records that day and preparing report 

cards.  
 

DETECTING AND AVOIDING HEAD LICE 

 

Anyone can get head lice, mainly 

through direct head to head contact, but 

also from sharing helmets, headphones, 

brushes, hair ties, pillows and other 

personal items.  Head lice can be an annoying problem 

for any family and does not reflect poor hygiene or any 

type of social status. We are asking all 

parents/guardians to do their part in preventing the 

spread of lice at school.  Please check your child’s hair 

regularly.  Lice infestation is much easier to treat if 

caught early.  

 

One sign that your child could have head lice is frequent 

head scratching.  Be sure to check your child’s head 

under good lighting.  Separate hair into sections.  Lice 

are reddish-brown wingless insects. Nits are grayish-

white oval shaped eggs that become “glued” at an angle 

to the side of the hair shaft.  Do not confuse nits with 

other hair debris; dandruff can be easily “flicked-off” 

from the hair shaft, where nits are more difficult to 

remove and need to be pulled off by using the fingernail 

or a tightly toothed comb. 

 

If you should discover a case of lice, please notify your 

child’s school, childcare center and any friends they 

may have been in close contact with. This is the best 

way to avoid the spread of lice and to protect your 

family and community.  Head lice can survive on 

humans for approximately 30 days. Regular head-

checks, thorough cleaning of personal items, removal of 

nits and treatment is necessary throughout this time 

period.  Thank you to parents who have called to 

inform us of a lice condition in their home. 

 

 

 
 


