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CHANGES IN SCHOOL CALENDAR AND 

TIMES 

 

With the newly approved teacher contract the start 

and end time of school has changed. School will 

now start at 8:30 and end at 3:47. Also the school 

calendar has been amended so that the last day of 

school will be Friday, June 4, 2010. Friday, June 4 

will be a full day of school for students.  Please 

make note of these changes. 

 

ENROLL NOW FOR KINDERGARTEN 2010 

 

Please let us know if you have a child who will be 

eligible to enroll in school in Fall, 2010.  To be 

eligible for entry in school, a child must be five 

years old on or before December 1, 2010.  If you 

have a neighbor who has a child in this age group, 

please pass the word along that it is time to notify 

Central Elementary.  Thanks in advance for your 

help. 

 

NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

 

Friday, January 29, is the end of the first semester. 

There is no school for students. Teachers will be 

working on records that day and preparing report 

cards.  

 

HOLIDAY SHOP 

 

It was great fun to have so many students participate 

in our Holiday Shop! Everyone had such a great 

time shopping for their families. If you had any 

damaged or defective items, you can call Fun 

Services and they will replace them. The number is 

1-800-772-7587.  

 

ABUSE PREVENTION VIDEOS 

 

Each year the Portage Public Schools provide 

videotapes for classroom viewing and discussion 

centered around the idea that education is the best 

defense against child sexual abuse.  Administrators 

and teachers reviewed the videotapes before they 

were purchased.  The consensus is that the materials 

are very good, and viewing two years in a row can 

be advantageous. 

 

 * Grades K-1 What Tadoo 

 * Grades 2-3 Yes, You Can Say No 

 * Grades 4-5 It’s Okay To Tell 

 

The main message is that students should “tell” 

anytime they are made to feel uncomfortable.  

Students also learn about “good” and “bad” 

touching, the right to say “NO” to an adult, and the 

fact that children are never at fault, if molestation 

occurs. 

 

Since you are your child(ren)’s first teacher, we 

make you aware of the upcoming classroom 

activities so that you can continue discussions at 

home.  If you have questions regarding the 

materials, please contact the school office.  As 

always, we strive to do whatever we can to insure 

the safety of “our” children. 

 

SPRING CONFERENCES 

 

Your spring conference schedule will be coming 

home in early February. Conferences will be held 

February 18th and February 24th.  This is a 

change from the original schedule. We look 

forward to seeing you! 
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Central Elementary is a 

place where children are 

safe and successful! 

        

PARKING LOT SAFETY 

 

Just a reminder about how important 

it is to drop off and pick up your 

children in the appropriate spot in the 

parking lot. We appreciate your attention to this and 

remind you that the turn around in the front of the 

building is reserved for buses. All parking should be 

done in designated spaces only. When picking up 

your child after school please do not park and have 

your child run between cars to reach you. All 

children should wait on the cement island for their 

parents to approach in the west turn around. Thank 

you for your help to assure the safety of our 

students entering and leaving the school. 

 

HANDLING ABSENCES 

 

Going to school each day is your child’s most 

important job. But if your child misses school 

because of illness, what should you do? Here are 

three guidelines: 

1. Call the school office to let them know your 

child is ill. (323-6100) 

2. Limit your child’s activities. Suggest quiet tasks, 

such as looking at magazines or doing a puzzle. 

You’ll help speed his recovery. 

3. For absences of more than a day, contact your 

child’s teacher about missed work. That way, he 

won’t fall too far behind. 

 

 

JUST A REMINDER. . .  

 

Please remind your child that no toys or electronic 

devices are to be brought to school. There are many 

items that are appropriate at home but may not be 

appropriate for school. These include CD players, 

hand held games, electronic devices, collectable 

cards, and radios, cell phones etc. Please remind 

students that gum is not allowed in school. 

 

Also no scooters, skateboards, or roller blade shoes 

(Heely’s) are allowed. These items are best kept at 

home, where children can be closely supervised 

while playing. We appreciate your help in reminding 

our students of these rules. 

 

 

 

NEW MATH PROGRAM UPDATE 

 

Early math literacy is critical to 

success at the next level and, ultimately, for post-

secondary educational opportunities. This year 

Portage Public Schools implemented a new 

elementary mathematics curriculum supported by the 

program, Scott Foresman. As you know, whenever 

we are learning new skills in a different context, 

there is an adjustment period. 

 

Teachers have been reflecting on the success of the 

implementation, as well as areas that students are 

struggling with relative to the new learning 

expectations and materials. We are very pleased with 

the success of our implementation and our students’ 

reactions to the new learning context.  

 

If you would like to know more about the program 

and how you can help your child in mathematics at 

home, you can contact your child’s teacher.  

Is The Bus Late?” 
 

“WHY IS THE BUS LATE? 

 

As weather and road conditions challenge us at this 

time of year, our bus drivers are instructed to think 

safety before schedule.  Therefore, some of our 

routes may be delayed in picking up and/or dropping 

off students. We will continue on routes and service 

all accessible bus stops.  Please have your students 

wait at their bus stops.  For current information 

about your bus, call the transportation office at 323-

5151.  We are here until the last regularly scheduled 

student is delivered home safely every school day.  

Thank you in advance for your patience and 

understanding during inclement road and weather 

conditions. 

.   


