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Dear Parent, 

 

As we come to the end of the school year, I want to thank you again for your support and teamwork 

with us! You are your child’s most important and influential teacher and it has been a privilege to 

work with you. Thank you for sharing your gifts and talents with our students and staff. We say 
goodbye to those families moving on to Middle Schools, to 12th Street and other schools next year 

and wish your children continued success. We are very grateful to Gail Kristin who has been our PTO 

President for three years and are thankful Julie Mellor is taking this role on next school year. 

Moorsbridge is so fortunate to have an active and supportive parent group and we appreciate ALL the 

PTO does for us! 

 

The ending of the school year is always bitter sweet. There is the excitement of summer fun ahead, of 

more relaxed schedules, additional free choice time for children and less homework! Sometimes the 

transition from school to summer schedules can be stressful. Children like routine and may tell you 

they are “bored, there’s nothing to do,” etc. without the school day structure. I suggest you have a 

Family Meeting and talk about what the summer looks like for your family. Use the calendar to point 

out important dates or activities and let everyone have a voice or vote for something they would like 
to do this summer. There are many FREE things to do this summer and the Portage District Library’s 

“Make a Splash...Read!” is an excellent activity, which encourages reading and can be a head start on 

Accelerated Reader books. Encourage outdoor activities where students can be active, creative and 

play pretend games. PLEASE LIMIT TV, COMPUTER and VIDEO GAMES SCREEN TIME. Mon-

itor your child’s emails, chats and other social networking sites. Share the jobs around the house as a 

family as this teaches responsibility. Making their beds, picking up their bedrooms, setting and clear-

ing the table, matching socks, dusting, etc. are all age appropriate jobs for children. There are many 

ways to keep writing and math skills up over the summer too. Counting anything around the house, 

such as returnable cans, silverware, Legos, jewelry, toys, spare change, etc. can be fun for students. 

Writing letters to relatives, friends, contests, etc. keeps students practicing those important school 

skills. When you hear the whining, arguing or nothing to do song, give your child the option of taking 
a nap or finding something to do. My own children usually found something to do but I believe naps 

are beneficial for all ages!   

 

If you missed the wonderful 5th grade musical, “The Granny Awards” you can still watch it on Chan-

nel 20 on June 7th at 6:30 p.m. or June 8th at 5:00 p.m. Mrs. Working and the cast were superb and the 

students loved this fun show! 

 

Thanks to Nicole Reid (and family) and volunteers Sharon Gilbert, Tanya Greffe, Tracy MacDonald, 

Julie Mellor, Jen Rachowicz and Michelle Semelbauer for their work weeding our front garden areas 

and placing fresh mulch around the flowers and shrubs! 

 

We will be periodically checking our answering machine over the summer and you can always email 
me at nhaas@portageps.org with any questions you have. We will be sending out our back to school 

letters in late August with additional school calendar information. Please check the District and 

Moorsbridge websites for news over the summer. 

 

On behalf of the Moorsbridge Staff, we wish you a healthy, safe, fun and relaxing summer! 

 

 

 

Nancy Haas 

Principal 

mailto:nhaas@portageps.org
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Retirements 
 

We have several retiring staff members who will begin 

the next chapters of their life in the fall without us. 

Although we will miss them terribly, we are happy for 

the adventures that await them and their families and 

wish them all the best: 

 

Mrs. Kathy Bliss 

Mr. Mark Triemstra 

Mr. Denny Vogel 

Mrs. Deb Widman 

 

Due to budget cuts, we must also  say goodbye to our 

Guidance Counselor, Hannah Gagie. We will truly 

miss  Mrs. Gagie as she was a valuable member of our 

team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important PTO Calendar Dates 

 
*September 1st, 2010  PTO meeting at 4:00 pm 

and PTO New Family Welcome Tours 5:30-6:30 

pm. 

 

*September 7th Welcome Back Coffee *8:30 

(tentative first day of school) 

. 

 

 

Site Based Decision Making 

Team 
 

We appreciate our Site Based Decision Making 

Team: Zac Crouch, Lynn Daniel, Lissa Hartridge, 

Chelsea Herriman, Jennifer Jackson and departing 

members Mark Triemstra, Mary Rogers, Kim 

Konkel, Tanya Greffe and Sarah Kominek for their 

service this year. We welcome parents Amy Coon 

and Laura Jaeger, and teachers Todd Heerlyn, 

Darcee Thomas and Lori Kirshman who will be 

joining our team in the fall. 
 
 
 

 
Don’t forget to sign up for bus trans-

portation! Forms are on the website or 

you can call 323-5151. 

Lost and Found items will be available for you 

to check out until Friday, June 11th. We will do-

nate all left over items to a local charity. All 

medication is also available for pick-up before 

this date. 


