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This time of the year gets very busy 
with lots of special events on our schedule and 
lots of work that we still need to complete.  
Please stress with your children the importance 
of good behavior and staying on task.  It 
sometimes becomes necessary for students to 
miss “special events” as a disciplinary measure.  
We’d like to avoid this happening if possible. 
 As we approach the end of another 
school year, we want to bid a fond farewell to 
our 5th graders who will be moving on to the 
Middle Schools. 

To all our wonderful volunteers and 
supportive parents, a BIG THANK YOU.  You 
help us make 12th Street a great place to work 
and learn. 

 

 
 

Yes, it is true, Mr. Jones is retiring from 
12th Street Elementary.  We thank him for a 
very successful first year!  He promises to 
be in the dunk tank at next year’s carnival. 
�  
 
 
 

 
 
 
FYI:   Some Pediatricians are recommending 
that children receive a booster for Varicella 
(Chicken Pox).  Check with your doctor to 
see if your child needs this.  It’s not required 
by the schools yet, but we want you to know 
about the recommendation. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MOVING??  
If you have finalized plans to move 
before school starts in the fall, 
PLEASE LET US KNOW NOW! 
 
If you move over the summer, please 
drop us a note at:  
 
 6501 S. 12th Street 
 Portage, MI 49024 
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Voluntary Student Accident Insurance 
Program: 
 
During this school year the Portage Board of 
Education made available a voluntary student 
accident insurance program.  Since the District has 
made this insurance available, an increasing 
number of parents/guardians have been taking 
advantage of this inexpensive policy.  This fact 
dictates that as a community service, we will 
continue to offer this voluntary insurance. 
 
The District offers this program because of trends 
in rising family health and dental insurance costs, 
increased deductibles, and co-payments.  
Furthermore, in an attempt to limit the Districts' 
rising insurance costs, this program provides an 
alternative for claims due to accidental injuries 
that unfortunately occur on our property.  This is 
the case for both during and after school hours. 
 
The plan described in the brochure you'll receive 
in the fall has been designed to respond to diverse 
family insurance needs.  Coverage provided can 
help decrease the burden of unexpected medical 
and dental expenses, including those left unpaid 
due to family insurance deductibles and co-
payments. 
 
Please watch for the enrollment forms at the start 
of the next school year. 
 
 
 
 

 
 YEARBOOKS 
 
 Did you forget to order a 12th Street 
Yearbook this year.  We have a very few left 
to sell at $13.00 each.  You must pay for 
them first – it’s first come, first serve. 

Call Amy Caranci @ 353-3055.  
THANKS! 
 

Attention Parents of 5th through 11th grade 
Bus Riders 
Do you want your middle or high school 
student to ride the school bus next year?   
 
All middle and high school students must 
register for bus service.  Obtaining an 
accurate list of students who will actually be 
riding our buses is very important for us to 
design efficient, low cost bus routes.   
 
If you would like your middle and/or high 
school students to ride the bus next year, 
please sign up early.  You may sign up 
online after May 1 at www.portageps.org or 
use the pre addressed postcards distributed 
by the school bus drivers during the last two 
weeks of school. 
 
As a reminder, middle and senior high 
school students grades 6-12, may be 
expected to walk up to 1-½ miles to school 
or up to 1 mile to a bus stop wherever 
appropriate walkways and traffic signs are 
available.  Eligible students signing up for 
transportation will be assigned to bus stops 
based on their home address. 
 
Students signing up by June 30 will receive 
a postcard in mid-August with specific 
transportation information. 
 
Students not replying by June 30 may 
compromise our ability to provide timely 
bus service for you in the fall. 
 
For more information, please ask your bus 
driver or call Transportation at 323-5151.  
Thank you in advance for your timely 
responses. 
Don’t delay, sign up today.  You don’t want 
to miss the bus! 

 
 



GIRL SCOUTS 
 

Right now, girls in our 
community are waiting to become 
involved in Girl Scouts.  In order to 
get Girl Scout troops up and running 
for these girls, we need adults to team 
up and become troop leaders or to be 
part of a troop committee!  We’re 
looking for volunteers who represent 
the diversity of the world we live in – 
women, men, senior citizens, younger 
adults, etc. – anyone who wants to 
help make a difference in the lives of 
girls.  For more information on 
becoming a mentor for girls, please 
contact the Girls Scouts of Glowing 
Embers Council at (269) 343-1516 or 
stop in at 1011 W. Maple St., 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008.   

 
Girl Scouts.  Where Girls Grow Strong. 
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Vote on Tuesday, May 4 
 
Renewal of Building Site Sinking Fund 
(BSSF) 
Sought for School Repairs & 
Improvements 
 
A renewal of the .5 millage rate for the 
District’s Building Site Sinking Fund 
(BSSF) will come before voters on May 4. 
The average cost to taxpayers is $38 a year 
and will continue to generate about $1.2 
million a year.  
 
This renewal is for a period of five years, for 
school year 2010/2011 through 2014/2015. 
The last renewal, in 2005, was approved by 
70% of voters.  
 
The BSSF has been renewed consistently 
since 1966, with receipts from this levy 
going into a separate fund for such things as 
making necessary repairs and improvements 
to school buildings, structures, and parking 
areas.  
 
Since many of our facilities are nearly 50 
years old, numerous facility repairs like 
roofs, mechanical systems, flooring, and 
asphalt have been funded with this millage.  
From 1966 through 1998 the District levied 
1.0 mill in this fund, and from 1998 to now, 
the District levied .5 mill of BSSF, while the 
other .5 was transferred to debt millage with 
voter approval.  
 
In 2001 voters approved an increase of 1.0 
mill through 2005 for the construction of 
two multi-purpose facilities at the high 
schools and for major renovations to the 
high school auditoriums.  
 
We’re Older Than You Think 

 
Schools in our District are older than many 
of our residents may think; however, we 
continue taking excellent care of our aging 
schools with the help of the Building Site 
Sinking Fund. Our buildings that are more 
than 40 years old and not currently being 
replaced or renovated by the current Bond  

Construction projects include: 
 
Administration Building: 88 years old 
Central Middle: 53 years old 
Amberly Elementary: 50 years old 
North Middle: 49 years old 
Haverhill Elementary: 48 years old 
Angling Road Elementary: 47 years old 
Woodland Elementary: 42 years old 
Central Elementary: 41 years old 
 
Questions About Voting? 
 
- Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.  
 
- Not sure where to vote? You only have one 
voting location now, so it is the same 
location where you vote in regular elections. 
Check your voter registration card or visit 
this web site and enter your home address 
for your polling station: 
www.michigan.gov/vote.  
 
Ballot Language 
 
“Shall the limitation on the amount of taxes 
which may be assessed against all property 
in Portage Public Schools, Kalamazoo 
County, Michigan, be increased by and the 
board of education be authorized to levy not 
to exceed .50 mill ($0.50 on each $1,000 of 
taxable valuation) for a period of 5 years, 
2010 to 2014, inclusive, to continue to 
provide for a sinking fund for the purchase 
of real estate for sites for, and the 
construction or repair of, school buildings 
and all other purposes authorized by law; the 
estimate of the revenue the school district 
will collect if the millage is approved and 
levied in 2010 is approximately $1,232,000 
(this is a renewal of millage which expired 
with the 2009 tax levy)?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Are you looking for an outlet for your child 
who loves to sing? 
Join the Kalamazoo Children’s Chorus 
 
The Kalamazoo Children’s Chorus 
(KCC) is a 501 (c)3 organization that has 
been providing excellent choral music 
education for more than a quarter of a 
century. 
The Chorus is divided into five choirs 
and placement is based on choral skills 
and vocal development: Preparatory, 
Treble, Concert, Bel Canto & Touring. 
During the school year, attendance at 
weekly rehearsals is expected. 
kalchildchorus@charter.net  
www.kalamazoochildrenschorus.org 
 
Membership in KCC is open to children 
entering third grade through high school and 
by audition only. Potential new members 
should prepare a song in advance and bring 
a copy of the music with them (CD 
accompaniment is not permissible). 
Auditions for the 2010-201 l season will be 
held on May 1st and May 8th from 8:00 am - 
noon at Centerpoint Church (2345 N. 10th 
St.) 
Schedule your appointment today - it’s easy: 
By email:  kalchildchorus@charter.net 
By phone:  547-7183 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
News from the Media Center 
We wrapped up March is Reading Month 
with a bike drawing.  Congratulations to 
Sawyer Sonnenberg and Andrea Roberts, 
our two lucky bike winners!  Thank you to 
Meijer’s Books for Bikes program for 
sponsoring our giveaway! 
 
Encourage your children to read over the 
summer!  It will help them to retain what 
they have learned during the school year and 
increase their readiness for school when it 
begins again in the fall.  This year’s Portage 
District Library summer reading program, 
“Make a Splash…Read!”, will run from 
June 4- August 11.  Participants earn prizes 
for reading books of their choice throughout 
the summer.  Registration for the reading 
program starts on June 4th and can be done 
online at 
www.summerfun.portagelibrary.info.  The 
library also has all kinds of fun FREE events 
planned, including craft programs and a visit 
from author Nancy Shaw.  Check out all of 
the events at www.portagelibrary.info, and 
take advantage of this great reading 
resource!       
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