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The staff and parents at Woodland school work cadjpely to
develop the whole child in an atmosphere of respedtdignity

PRINCIPAL'S CORNER

Dear Families:
| can hardly believe that summer days ar
quickly approaching and the school year is nearin
its end. | want to thank all of you for your gemes
support of Woodland, our staff, students, and m
this year. Our parent volunteers have been ju
outstanding.

We cannot even begin to express our thanks to t
PTO for all of their hard work and support. Itais

generous, hardworking, and fun organization. If

you would like to get more involved in school
‘goings ons’ next year, | would encourage you t(
join the PTO. Our next PTO sponsored event th
year is our very firswalk for Woodlando be held
on Tuesday May® This will be a fun and healthy
activity that will also raise money for our school.

As we close this school year, | know many of yol
are already starting to think about next year. béay
you have a fifth grader who is moving up to middle
school or a little one who is about to take thegtfi
big step into kindergarten, or your family is
transitioning to a new school. It's all a new
beginning and we are there to support you along t
way. Please take a moment to read about the ‘new
at Woodland. Have a wonderful summer.
Sue

BIKE PASSES ~ GRADES 1-5

Students in grades 1-5 who wish to ride their bike
or scooters to school either on a regular bas@nor
an occasional basis must have a PERMIT on file
Woodland. Our goal is to see that students oper3
their bike/scooters in a safe manner. Forms may
picked up in the office and are to be taken homne fg
parent signature
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WALK FOR WOODLAND

We are excited to announce the first annual “Walk
for Woodland” at our school ofuesday, May 5,
2009 This healthy event, held during the school
day, is intended to raise money to offset the cobkts
field trips, Accelerated Reader, teacher appremiati
PTO-sponsored assemblies, and other enrichment
activities offered to our children during the schoo
year. But most importantly, it will be a fun onayd
event that will get our children moving!

DATES TO REMEMBER

May 5 Walk for Woodland

May 5 Election Day

May 8 Mother/Son event

May 19 PTO meeting 7:00

May 25 Memorial Day ~ no school

June 10 Last day of school for PM Young
5s and kindergarteners

June 11 Last day of school
Y day ~ dismissal at 11:57

2009-2010 KINDERGARTEN PAPERWORK DUE!

If you have a child entering kindergarten or Young
5’'s in the fall, please turn his/her paperwork s a
soon as possible. Thank you to those who have
already done so. The office will remain open until
June 17.



BOARD OF EDUCATION ELECTION MAY 5
Randy Van Antwerp and Joanne Willson ar
running for the four-year term and John Whyte i
running for the one-year term. Read about th
candidates at the Kalamazoo  Gazette:
http://www.mlive.com/special-
sections/kalamazoo/index.ssf/politics/

DRESS CODE

As summer approaches it becomes

necessary to remind students of a
our school dress code. As vy

know, kids grow over the winter.

Clothes that fit fine last summer may be too sbort
tight this year. Very short shorts/skorts are ng
permitted, as well as spaghetti strap shirts oe bar
midriffs. Shirt straps should be at least 1”. &\s
older students enter into puberty, short or tigh
clothing can become distracting. Also, T-shirtgtth
promote violence, profanity or inappropriate
language will not be allowed. Clothing will not be
permitted that is “revealing, suggestive or otheswi
distracting.”
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HIN1 FLU (SWINE FLU)

We realize that the recent flu outbreaks have chus
concern around the globe.
healthy hygiene habits with students such 3§

S
thorough hand washing (10-15 seconds) and
covering of sneezes and coughs (into the elbowj).
Our custodians are continuing to use flu seasan
precautionary measures as well such as misting

rooms with anti-viral spray at night. Studentslwil

be taking precautions before and after computer lab
Please take time to read the

keyboard use.
accompanying letter from the Health Department.

Attention Parents
Is your student reqistered to ride the bus in
September 20097

In order for us to plan efficient
routes,all students K — 12 are
required to sign up in writing

e
N\
% if they want to ride the bus.

)
(=
The Transportation Dept.

strives to serve all students with the
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most safe and efficient service possible. Bussstop
will be assigned within appropriate school. Please
sign up online after May 1 atww.portageps.org
complete a Transportation Reguest form at
http://www.portageps.org/departments/transportatio
n/requestform/transportation_requestform.pdf
(forms are also available at all school offices) or
send e-mail to_transportation@portageps.aith
your name, address, phone, school & grade to
reserve your seat today!

Portage students wilhot be scheduled for bus
service unless the parents/guardians notify the
transportation department in writing.

Obtaining an accurate list of students who will
actually be riding our buses is very importantusr
to design efficient, low cost bus routes and taugess
the safety of the students.

As a reminder, all students may be expected to walk
up to 1-%2 miles to school. Elementary students may
walk up to ¥ mile to a bus stop and middle & high
students may walk up to 1 mile to a bus stop
wherever appropriate walkways and traffic signs are
available. Eligible students signing up for
transportation will be assigned to bus stops based
their home address.

If you would like your students to ride the bus thex
year, please sign up early. Bus assignments will b
based on the student's home address as listeceon th
schools records. Students signing up by June 30
will receive a postcard in late August with specifi
transportation information.

Students _not__replying by June 30 may
compromise our ability to provide timely bus
service in the fall.

For more information, please ask your bus driver or
call Transportation at 323-5151. Thank you in
advance for your timely responses.

LUNCH RECESS

As you know, our weather can be unpredictable at
this time of year. We are finding that some clatdr
are unprepared for the outdoorsPlease be sure
your children dress for the weather.Try to send
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tennis shoes with your student as they are thestsaf
footwear for our playground. All students are
expected to participate in daily recess. Thank you
for planning ahead for Michigan weather!

CUPSTACKING CLUB CONTINUES!
Due to popular demand, the Cupstacking Club will
continue on the following Wednesdays in May
May 6, 13, and 27 (we will NOT meet on the"p0

It will again be held from 3:45-4:30 in the actyit

room. Students will once again be required todrin
a permission slip indicating who will be picking
them up. A big thank you to Jolie Corda, Jill
Howell, and Susan Baird for being willing to keep
this club going! If you have any questions, pleasge
call Mr. Getsinger at 323-6630 or email him at
mgetsinger@portageps.org.

WES CALLISON VISITS THIRD GRADE

Wes Callison, WWMT meteorologist, recently
visited Woodland to speak with our third graders.
The third graders are learning about severe weather
cloud formations, and weather instruments.

VOLUNTARY STUDENT ACCIDENT

INSURANCE PROGRAM:

During this school year the Portage Board of
Education made available a voluntary student
accident insurance program. Since the district has
made this insurance available, an increasing number
of parents/guardians have been taking advantage of
this inexpensive policy. This fact dictates thataa
community service, we will continue to offer this
voluntary insurance.

The District offers this program because of treimds
rising family health and dental insurance costs,
increased deductibles, and co-payments.
Furthermore, in an attempt to limit the districising
insurance costs, this program provides an alteenati
for claims due to accidental injuries that
unfortunately occur on our property. This is thse
for both during and after school hours.

Please watch for the enrollment forms at the start
the next school year.

STAY INFORMED OVER THE SUMMER;
SIGN-UP FOR PPS E-MAIL UPDATES

The District offers a free list service for anyomeo
would like to get regular e-mail updates about
Portage Schools, any of the individual schools, or
about the two district foundations, The Portage
Education Foundation and the Portage Athletic
Foundation.

To sign-up, simply visit the District's homepage at
www.portageps.organd click on the box in the
lower right corner. That will take you to a page
allowing you to select the list service messages yo
would like. Once you subscribe, you will receive a
confirmation alerting you that your order went
through. Call 323-5000 with any questions.

Portage Schools is also on Twitter, the micro-
blogging social media tool. You can sign up for
your free Twitter account at the District homepage
at www.portageps.organd then click the “follow”
icon on our Twitter site to receive regular brief
updates about Portage Schools.
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The Media Center wants to give a big THANK YOU tbdad our volunteer helpers. You have
helped the Media Center have a great year. Weflmokard to your return next year and make
it the best year ever. We are algoking for new volunteers in the fall. Watch for the sign up
sheet on the first day of school. If you would likehelp as a media volunteer please let me
know or contact the PTO.

Camp Read A Lotis a hit with the students! Each student in secbmdugh fifth grade is
busy reading books and filling out a back pack read their efforts. | have had many visitors
to the media center tent and hope to see more resideme down to read. Keep reading
Woodland!

Congratulations are due to the students and parents who partcpatthe book sale! Over
$3000 in books purchased for summer reading. Atenk you for all the support. We want
to give Mrs. Griesbach a special thank you for ntdering to coordinate all our volunteers and

spending Wednesday night helping out with the Beak. !

Our next book fair will be in November. One optitanencourage your child to read over the
summer is to use the Portage District Library.

Chess Clubhad our last meeting April 2. We will start agaext January. We had&

over 30 students playing chess this year. Stud®iatg also come to the Medi
Center to play chess during indoor recess. Théyheed to bring a partner to plaM

against.

Harry Potter Challenge event has concluded and the standings for thiasafellows.

First Place : Potters Readers Matthewlivider 3¢ grade
Second Place: Golden Griffins  Frances Luma4a Hayat, Josh Valbuen grade
Third Place: Wolverines Carter Gernaat andhdel Tarn 5 grade

Fourth Place You Know Who Jake Godsil andddm Hayat'Bgrade

Honorable mention to the three other teams that@mpeted.

Have sSUPER SUMMER and keep omeading! w
-4-




