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The staff and parents at Woodland school work cooperatively to
develop the whole child in an atmosphere of respect and dignity

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER
¥ It’s almost unbelievable to think that at

2 the end of March, we will be three-quarters
of the way through the school year. This third
quarter is one of growth for students. It seems
everything starts to click and we can really see
maturity begin as they move their way toward the
next grade level.

Even so, it is also an antsy time for the students as
the days are dreary, the weather is unpredictable,
and they cannot spend much time outside. During
this time of year, it is not unusual for impulsive and
disrespectful behaviors to surface, taking students
off task academically. We are working as a staff to
consistently reinforce our school and classroom
expectations of safe, responsible, and respectful
behavior and ask that you remind your children of
school expectations as well. Not just behavior
expectations but of positive school habits too; the
importance of getting to school on time, homework
completion, being good listeners, and being
organized and prepared. As we work to get
students ready for the next grade level, it is very
important that we work as a team and your child is
aware that you also support the behavioral and
academic expectations we have at school.

Thank you for attending  Parent-Teacher
conferences.  As always, we had a wonderful
turnout! It’s so important that your child(ren) see
that we are working together as a team so success at
school is achieved!

Thank you for all you continue to do to support
Woodland!

Sue O’Donnell
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. It’s the Woodland
Wildcat Way!

SAFE RESPECTFUL RESPONSIBLE

We have been practicing and reinforcing these
expectations schoolwide with a focus on the
playground and cafeteria.  Students have been
constructing “snowpeople” on the cafeteria wall
when they use their safe, responsible, and respectful
behavior. All grades have completed their
snowpeople and have been enjoying lunchtime
movies or a talent show. During March we will be
doing a reading quizbowl in the cafeteria using
questions from their classroom reading books-so
read on!

Our school improvement team has also been
working on refining our office referral form and
consequence rubric. We believe these changes will
provide a greater consistency in disciplinary issues
and improved communication with parents. You
may view the new rubric on our website.




KINDERGARTEN PARENT INFORMATION
MEETING

A meeting for all parents of incoming kindergarten
students will be held on Tuesday, March 9, at 6:30
PM., in the Activity Room. At this meeting you will
learn about the kindergarten screening process, as
well as schedule your child’s screening date. Also,
information about Young 5’s and Kindergarten
programs will be given. If your child will be five
years on or before December 1, 2005, please call the
office at 323-6600 to register for kindergarten if you
have not done so.

DATES TO REMEMBER :

Feb 23-24 Conferences

Feb. 26 No school

March 26 No school

March 29- April 2 No school

April 5 Classes resume

April 16 No school

May 31 No school

June 4 Full day of school
Last day of school

REQUESTS TO STAY INDOORS FOR
RECESS

We believe that, except on rare occasions, if a child
is well enough to be in school he is well enough to
go outside and enjoy recess. We do not have extra
staff to supervise children staying inside. We do
understand  that  extenuating  circumstances
sometimes require your child to stay in; we will need
a physician’s note stating the reason your child must
stay inside and for how long.

CLASS PLACEMENT

Most parents/guardians are very concerned that their
child is placed with a caring and competent teacher.
It is little wonder parents/guardians often feel
strongly about having a voice in the selection of
their child’s class placement. However, there are
many things that need to be considered in order to
create successful classrooms. | would like to share
the process the staff of Woodland follows when
assigning class placement for the upcoming school

year. Hopefully, this will provide you with a better
understanding of how complex a balancing act this
can be.

1. Parents provide input on their child via the Parent
Input Form.

2. Teachers provide input on student academic
performance, behavior, and special learning
characteristics.

3. Teachers develop class lists using their input and
the information from the Parent Input Form.

4. Lists are reviewed by classroom teachers, special
area teachers, resource room teachers, counselor,
and principal.

5. Lists are finalized by principal.

PARENT/GUARDIAN INPUT

Via the Parent Input Form, parents/guardians are
invited to share in writing observations regarding
their child’s learning style and any educational needs
that should be considered. Written requests for
specific teachers will not be accepted. Parent Input
Forms will be sent home Monday, March 8, 2010.
They are also available in the school office and on
the Woodland Elementary School website.  All
Parent Input Forms to be considered for the
upcoming school year are due to the school office
on hard copy paper format by Monday, March 15,
2010. Email and/or faxed forms will not be
accepted.

I hope that by sharing this process, you will understand
parent/guardian input is one of the many sources used
to make informed decisions regarding class placement.
Please trust the Woodland staff’s interest in your
children and our knowledge of each other. Woodland
Elementary School strives to create vibrant, excellent
classrooms that serve the needs of all children.

The Portage Public Schools and all public schools
throughout the country have a legal and ethical
requirement to provide students with balanced
classrooms based on gender, race, ethnic & language
groups, and academic achievement. | hope that by
sharing this process, you will understand
parent/guardian input is one of the many sources
used to make informed decisions regarding class
placement.  Please trust the Woodland staff’s
interest in your children and our knowledge of each
other. Woodland Elementary School strives to



create vibrant, excellent classrooms that serve the
needs of all children.

STUDENTS ABSENT DUE TO ILLNESS

The Woodland staff is committed to providing
quality education for all our students. We
appreciate the tremendous help and support from
our school community. Your understanding of our
policy is greatly appreciated.

1. Tests may contain information from and on
lessons or classroom discussions that a
student missed while absent.

2. Students absent for one day should make up
their work upon returning.

3. For extended illness, parents may request the
teacher prepare assignments that are possible
to make up. We ask that parents allow
teachers twenty-four (24) hours to prepare
homework packets. Arrangements to pick
up work may be made through the school
office or teacher’s email.

GIRL SCOUT FATHER DAUGHTER DANCE
Pictures from the Father Daughter dance are on now
online. You are able to view and
order from the website.
www.visionsl.photostockplus.com.
Mrs. Powers said the pictures are
really cute!

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS

The school store is open one morning a month. The
next times are March 17, April 21 and tentatively
May 19. Thank you for your support!

Cash for Cancer update:

Congratulations students! A total of $1300 was
raised for Cash for Cancer. The top fund raising
classes were:

1.(tie) Ms. Braden

Ms Kounelis at $190 each
2. Mrs. Garcia
3. Ms Minger’

Thank you students and families for all you do!!!
PTO NEWS

Woodland Elementary Yearbooks are now on sale.
By now you have received the order form for this
year's yearbook. We have extended the deadline for
ordering. Please remember to send in your order
form and payment of $12 NO LATER THAN
March 5, 2010. We're certain your student(s) will
be happy you did!

Mark your calendars - the Spring Movie Night is
coming on Friday, March 5th. We will be showing
Cloudy with a Chance of Meatbalésd serving a
spaghetti dinner. More information on this great
family event will be going home soon!

We are looking for volunteers to help us at the last
Texas Hold 'Em tournament this school year. It is
March 16th through March 19th. Please consider
helping us with this fundraiser. For more
information, please contact Angie Kennard at
angie@wdwtravels.com.

Please note that all PTO meetings are held on the
second Tuesday of the month in the Activity Room
at 7:00 PM. We'd love to see you there.

We would like to thank all of the families and staff
that attended the Chuck E Cheese fundraiser last
Thursday, February 11th. Once we know how much
we raised for Woodland, we'll be sure to post it on
our web site so be sure to keep an eye out for that.

Congratulations to this month's BoxTops winner -
Mrs. Beard's class!

This month alone, our students collected $393.50!
Thank you SO MUCH for your support of this
program!

Thank you for all your support!
Faith Plew
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Overdue Books - The Media Center is still having a problem with overdue books. You can help
your child develop the responsibility to return books on time by having a special place for them at
home. Encourage your student to return the books each week. We currently have over 300
overdue books. Please help.

The Media Center had a great response to the Readers of the Roundtable challenge. There is still time for your
student to finish his bookmark and turn it in. The students also panned for gold and did very well on this
exercise. Alternatively they might have completed a letter search for the author of a given letter. Ask your child
about his efforts.

Fifth graders had a chance to use some of the items from colonial times in the Media Center. Some of these
items were a ball and cup, string and disk (wizzer), and rings and rod.

Fourth graders were learning about electricity; Mr. Lauritsen will lead them on a mystery circuit activity in each
classroom. Ask you fourth grader about this activity.

Castle Builders — We have asked the students to help decorate the library Media Center and make a
castle to display there. If your child would like to share his artistic talents with our Woodland
family, he can draw a picture or build a castle. There is still room for display.

Read Across America — Tuesday, March 2, teachers and students will share
books and tell about their favorite stories. This event is sponsored by public school teachers and 1
public libraries all across America. It is also Dr. Seuss’s birthday. Ask your child for an update J

when he comes home. | will share Dr. Seuss stories in the Media Center this week.

Chess Club has started and we have nearly 25 participants from second grade through fifth grade. We
> will meet for three weeks in March.

The castle has been up for eight weeks and a steady stream of readers have been coming down
for silent reading. The teachers have been sending two students at a time from the classroom, as time
permits, to read on the second floor of the castle. All students, first through fifth grade, are invited to
the castle for silent reading. The castle is up while we focus on fairy tales and folktales during the
winter months.

March is Mystery Month when we will be focusing on mystery stories. We will also highlight mystery authors.
Fourth and fifth grade students are busy solving amystery, He nr y 6 s My & Huatringthe NedieCanseru r
The first clue is on a shield that was found when cleaning; the second is a treasure chest! Ask your 4" or 5"

grader to tell you about these clues found so far.

Remember to recycle cell phones and computer printer cartridges here at Woodland. Thank you!
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