Former PPS Students’ Comments
Regarding the IB Experience

General comments:

| graduated with the 1B Diploma. Looking back on eXperiences with
hindsight, | have no regrets; | would do it all oagain without hesitation. | feel that the
program prepared me for the workload that | woelckive in college. | could talk for
hours about the extended knowledge that | acqdiiced IB classes, but | feel that the
program offered more than rigorous classes. Otleeofreatest skills that taking IB
classes taught me was time management, and a®kbegyecgraduate will testify, time
management is a very important component of suctesss also able to gain confidence
in myself to achieve a seemingly daunting taskhsagcthe Extended Essay, or any
Internal Assessment, for that matter. | now undeisthat with hard work and time
management any task can be accomplished.

An important aspect of the IB program, one thael is often overlooked is the
'International’ part of the program. If my memsgrves me correctly, Portage Public
Schools is one of the 3 school districts in théestdé Michigan to offer the program. |
find that that is a characteristic that makes R@rfaublic Schools a much more appealing
school system. | have met people here from arou@dtate and country that graduated
from their respective high schools with the IB Dipla, or who took IB classes, and |
found that to be a great experience. | found itantathat | had received the same type
of education in Portage as some people had rec&ioedother states and countries. My
Resident Adviser for my hall here at the UniversityMichigan is from Turkey. One of
the first things we found out about each otheha tve both went through the 1B
program, and we share our experiences with it fiame to time. | now have a great
relationship with my RA. | have had similar expertes with kids from Detroit Country
Day School, a private school that offers the IBgoaon. We often have Theory of
Knowledge type discussions late at night, with etid that went to very different
schools, but who all took the class.

| have had no regrets about doing the IB Diplorttdaas given me a sense of
pride and confidence, and | am strongly againstehgoval of the IB program. Actually,
| feel it should be extended through all four yeafrsligh School at the very least.

University of Michigan
PPS Class of 2006

The IB program was extremely beneficial in prepgunme for college coursework.
The IB English classes in particular strengthengdumiting skills and gave me an
advantage because while other incoming studentggierd with introductory English
courses at the University, | was exceptionally preg to start in higher-level English
classes. The IB French program also providedomgtbase for the high-level French
classes that | began taking right away at the Usityeof Michigan.

My IB classes gave me equivalent if not more calegedits than AP courses that
| took. After taking the HL IB French exam, | wadeato walk onto my college campus



with half of a minor already completed, and | coskip more introductory classes than
people that performed equally but instead tookAReFrench exam.

In retrospect, | wish | had taken more IB classelsigh school. | went to
KAMSC for half the day where | took AP classes, thet IB program was more
personalized and unique. IB teaches studentsrtk ¢hobally, and these skills are
pertinent in every college course, especially egbcial sciences. Whereas AP courses
tend to be taught to the exam material, 1B couasesnore focused on practical
knowledge, and the exams are suited to the matdtake than anything, IB classes are
fun and engaging. They allow students to demotestheir strengths not only through
written tests or oral exams, but also through oreaheans via papers and projects. AP
programs are not nearly as comprehensive as théy tapture a student’s performance
and capabilities merely through one exam, andishisrealistic.

| would definitely recommend IB classes to any studecause the skills that
you gain from IB are universally applicable infaitets of one’s life. IB classes teach
students to be polished writers, confident spealegrd critical thinkers. These skills are
valuable not only in college, but also in the wiokce.

University of Michigan
PPS Class of 2004

By taking IB courses, my options for choosing atggesondary institution were
pretty open. Transitioning into my first choicewersity, | felt that the IB classes | took
were similar to a lot of the material | encountevathin my lecture halls and discussion
courses. Even though I did not decide to do tHdBuDiploma, | felt that the classes |
took were beneficial. The majority of the studahtst attend this school took advanced
courses, but for many of them IB was not an optibhad an advantage because |
challenged myself with the 1B courses in high s¢haond it helped me cope with the
rigorous curriculum | encounter now on a daily badf | could go back, | would have
taken many more IB courses in high school.

University of Michigan
PPS Class of 2006

| am currently a Junior at the University of Michigwith a dual major of
Political Science (focusing on International Relat) and Spanish. | have been studying
in Buenos Aires, Argentina for the past 8 monththatUniversity of Buenos Aires
(UBA) completely independent from my studies atthmversity of Michigan. By not
going abroad through a specific program, | hopeghkia more of a cultural immersion in
the country, which has turned out to be exactlycdge. (Because of the IB credit |
received, | have been able to take a year off fnoyrstudies at U of M while still being
able to graduate on time in May 2008.) It has gisen me the opportunity to study a
different subject from my concentrations at U of 8o | chose to study film and
cinematography! In addition, | have been travelngund all of South America in my



break from classes. The experience has been ibtzednd | plan to return to Michigan
in the fall to continue my studies there.

University of Michigan

PPS Class of 2004

Being a part of the IB for me was an unforgettaperience. | thoroughly
enjoyed the challenging courses and being ablaki iny education to another level. |
think that it's necessary for each person to fimelitmportance of the IB in their
education and for me, the best way to show my spgpto tell my story, as it would
never have existed without the 1B at my Portagé Isichool

| believe that each person who takes part in thed@ins with different reasons,
and for me | believe in the international aspeataiication and the importance of
understand other cultures and with that, otherdaggs, which is an essential part of the
IB. While | had many difficulties with learningetFrench language (and I still do), |
never lost the interest in their culture, and tharest only blossomed with the IB French
program. My senior year in IB French IV brought Ergnch to the level that | was able
to take a placement test at Western Michigan Usityeand place into a third-year class.
With that advanced placement and being an IB diploandidate, | was accepted into a
study-abroad program my freshman year of collegen currently spending my second
semester at the internationally known languagearsity,le Centre de Linguistique
Appliquéein Besancon, France. | am with a group of stugléoin literally all over the
world and the only common interest, and way of camitation, we have is to study and
speak French. While the classes are of coursess@geto progress with my
understanding and comprehension of the languagentst influential parts of my
journey have been just speaking with the studenisyi class.

Realizing first-hand the lives of people the sage as me in different parts of
the world is the true experience of knowing I'm alaine in the world. I've found the
hopes and dreams of the girl from Japan, the guw ffurkey, and the boy from
Kalamazoo, Michigan are more similar than | eveswrbefore. I've learned probably
more out of the classroom than in it, and | wouldaVve it any other way. However, the
best moments for me are when people ask me aboetiogation in the USA, and when
| say | went to an IB school, they immediately ladkme differently. I'm an IB student,
and when | tell French people that, they understasitiout me explaining it, that | had
an excellent education, that | worked hard in s¢haad that | take my future seriously.

| want close by again saying that while much of whalked about was only my
personal experience, it is an example of how thedB change education for students
and hopefully, as time passes, more students edllze the world is full of possibilities.
While the IB idea may seem small in Portage, theslBxpanding all over the world and
more and more universities, employers, and peapléaking notice. | am in full support
of IB program for what it gave me and right nowe thest | can give back is to encourage
others to discover what the IB can do for them. oWhows -- maybe they’ll end up in
France less than a year out of high school!

Western Michigan University
PPS Class of 2006



To all those wanting to know more about the IB paog, | would like to share
my experiences with IB classes and how they hawefiied me as a student at the
university level. | attended John Carroll Univeysas a freshman and have since
transferred to the University of Central Floridagdaherefore have experienced both
private and state college academic programs.

As | did not complete the IB diploma, | can ontteat to the benefits of certain IB
certificates. | completed IB Spanish, English anstéty classes and am now majoring in
Spanish and Education. At John Carroll Univerditgsted into high levels of Spanish
and English courses and completed my first yedr &iB.9 GPA average. This year, | am
continuing my studies here in Orlando. | have eagbsny college experience so far and
have been able to balance academics, my job, myyfamd friends.

There is no question that the IB program helpgorépare me for college level
academics. By taking IB classes, | was able toystatlege level subject matter and
experience how college courses are taught whllehatting the added support and
guidance of my high school teachers. | developedtility to study for a test
effectively, write a college-level essay, cond@seaarch, and take notes efficiently. | also
adapted to the heavy and fast-paced reading clunicaf a college-level course.

John Carroll University and
The University of Central Florida
PPS Class of 2005

My former History of the Americas teacher told nmaiyare seeking feedback on
the IB program at PPS. | am an '03 grad and amtab@raduate from the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point. | loved PPS and | am stiitfriends with my friends from high
school. I am so glad | had a chance to go thdre.staff, faculty, and opportunities
offered change and influenced me, and | wouldaddrthose experiences for anything.

In regards to the IB program, | did not find itde a valuable preparation for the
military academy. |took English | & I, Physic&lll, and | don't remember if | took
any other courses. In terms of college creditcéneed nothing, but | did not actually
take the IB tests, knowing that USMA would not giie credit either way unless |
passed theitests. | was required to take English, Physied,@alculus as a cadet. That
is not to say the IB program doesn't have valyestidid not see a direct correlation
between those of us that had 1B, AP, or anythingaaded prior to coming to college. |
think having background knowledge in the subject waat made the difference, not the
source.

My personal opinions on IB - | really did not likee global approach. Yes, we
are operating in a global economy, and as sometwemll likely be deployed in the
next year or two, | understand the importance béotultures. We read literature but did
not focus enough on any one culture to make ithvantle. Learning culture is important
(and obviously lit is part of culture), but we digcuss that enough in IB to make it
worth the effort to read and study foreign litnry English class at West Point, we read
Iranian literature for an entire semester, but pens a semester discussing cultural



background and why the authors would talk aboutetbimg in a book. So now, for
example, | understand the Iranian concept of iisghekay to have a public life and then
having a completely contradicting private life. thesading the literature as a western
cultured person, | would find that concept asirand think the character in the book was
just a hypocrite; however, in that culture it ig thorm to have a public life and a private
life. 1 didn't feel IB delved into that cultural darstanding. So, if | am going to just read a
book and discuss the literary value and analogigke, etc. | would rather read books
from a culture | can relate to. Also, while globalderstanding is good, we still need to
take pride in our literary history and have a foonsour American literary greats.
American culture frequently references Americagréiture and | didn't feel IB taught
enough of that to equip graduates to recognizesaddrstand those references.

Please do not get me wrong, though - the teaclieny B courses were some of
the best teachers | have ever had. None of myisnts are aimed at them because they
were teaching the material and they taught it wesi).

My grammar will forever be better because of myEiBglish 1l teacher. My
understanding of physics is much better now becatiget teacher’s teaching style and
methods.

I'm sure this feedback is not of the nature youeweoking for, but | thought you
might appreciate an alternate view.

U.S. Military Academy at West Point
PPS Class of 2003

The International Baccalaureate Art class madefopnd impact on my college
career. | not only was the first student at Westdichigan University to receive college
credit for such an art class, it also put me alibeeest of my colleagues, as few were
accustomed to research for art projects. As mketckes were required by the 1B Art
class, | also was better equipgben my peers to put in the time and practice tdwar
making a fine, well balanced composition. The aesle also made my pieces much more
inspiring and personal than all other works aroomydclasses. | have learned that the
more work one puts into a piece, the better thearae will be. The program is just as
rigorous as a college course is, and | believedepared me to do well in such courses.
It has also been my experience that many of trednrexchange students in college are
the only ones that know of the IB program. Unfagtely,there are only a few schools
here in the United States.

Western Michigan University
PPS Class of 2005

| am happy to write to you about my feelings towtrel IB program in Portage.
Although I did not receive a lot of credit from th&classes | took, this was as a result of
Georgetown University's high demands (6 or 7 onté#ts) and the fact that medical
schools frown on receiving credit for classes taaeaor to college. However, | want to
emphasize that despite my inability to obtain dsedifound my IB education to be



invaluable in preparing me to succeed at one ofdpeiniversities in the country,
Georgetown University, and for my major in Scientec¢hnology, and International
Affairs. In addition, | will demonstrate fluency Spanish this year, a requirement of the
school, thanks to my participation in IB Spanidfow that | am in my second semester
of my sophomore year of school, | have to sayithattrospect, the IB program was the
best preparation for college. Given the "cookiéarti houses and pristine community of
Portage, Michigan, | believe IB comes closest tovdeng an education that challenges
its students to look beyond our traditional perime® and understandings. Through the
rigorous academic curriculum, extended essay, laeaty of knowledge class, the IB
student is more prepared and equipped to dealtivathlemands of college. Although at
times | felt the curriculum difficult, | cannot irgane the difficulty | would've otherwise
faced in transitioning to college had | foregonehsan experience. Furthermore, I find it
a tragedy that more students fail to participatdeprogram. Although my word choice
may strike one as excessive--tragedy--1 find iLaate.

If we, as students, hope to remain competitiveoifege admissions, it is
invaluable that we have the IB program. We mukhawledge the fact, as Thomas
Friedman outlined in his work "The Lexus and thes®ITree", that the world continues
to shrink given the power of globalization andalslity to spread education throughout
the world. Given this new context in which studemiust compete, IB now, more than
ever, acts as an instrument to make us more clijtanaare and academically equipped
to address the dynamic and changing face of ouldwds a benefactor and recipient of
the IB Diploma, | implore you to convey to the coommity the necessity of the 1B
program in Portage.

Additionally, please thank the Board of Educationrhe, and | thank you, too,
for providing me with the past experience of beivadifrom such a program.

Georgetown University
PPS Class of 2005

The IB Art program was a positive and importaniqguin my development as an
artist. | entered the program my junior year ofrhgghool after only one full year of art
courses, and found the intellectual and concepégplirements of the course to be very
stimulating. My IB art portfolio earned a 6 in gnagl and helped me to get into the
schools that | wanted to attend. When | startatie@atJniversity of Michigan's School of
Art & Design, | found that | was more prepared arell-versed in various media and
concepts of art than my peers. The IB course regutudents to choose a theme of
study, which is very similar to how artists todagrw. The Research Work Book (RWB)
requirement of the IB program has become an impbgart of my process, and | still
use one every day! The RWB's that | have accundilater the past six years carefully
document my growth as an artistic thinker. | worddommend the class for anyone
seriously interested in exploring art as an imparthscipline, especially if they are
considering studying art in college. | am plannamgpursuing graphic design as a career,
after four years of studying art & design at Micmg

University of Michigan
PPS Class of 2003



I must admit that | have mixed feelings about myekperience. I've been trying
to think of how to respond to the questions yoledsknd haven't been able to come up
with very clear answers, so | apologize for thateally don't feel that high school
prepared me very well for college at all to be lstrvath you. | took everything very
seriously in high school and expected that to nzalléference in college. When, in fact,
high school and college are conducted very diffiyeri was only placed in higher level
Spanish and Latin classes. Although, | did reckredit for English | and 11.

| do not think that the IB program itself is meagiess, but rather the set-up of
high school education in general. It simply taugfliadents how to do homework
assignments and study for an exam that coveredluaqger. In college, you cover a
chapter a day in lecture, have an exam every otbek that covers not only the last 5
chapters, but the previous ones as well. Homevgomkn-existent, but reading material
is over-whelming. | will say that the final examsthe IB program were the most
equivalent to college examinations.

Marquette University
PPS Class of 2006

Although it was less than two years ago, | feed like been gone from PPS and
IB for so long. | just got back from a trip to Niegua, visiting NGOs and studying the
relationship between micro-credit/micro-loan progssand health there. | entered Beloit
with a year of French credit! | have ended up daking a semester of French, and I'd
really like to start taking Spanish next year. Eged me so much (my first year was
unusually easy) and I'm really glad | did it.

After graduating with the International Baccaladeediploma, | entered my first
year at Beloit College with three courses, onestimh higher level exam on which | had
scored proficiently. With these credits, | was ableeached sophomore status a semester
before most students in my class. Essentially)Bngredit is equivalent to almost one
semester credit at Beloit. This paper recogniti@as wrobably the least significant benefit
| have received from the program.

My feelings toward the IB program have only imprdwence graduating. | have
noticed the benefits of my IB learning experientamd out of the class room. In the
classroom, the IB program equipped me with skillssisearch, critical academic inquiry,
discussion, academic writing, time management,i@tednational and interdisciplinary
study. These values parallel many of the core reqents of the college | now attend.
My acquired skills and knowledge from the IB expade were exemplified in my first
days of class, from being the only person in mgshho knew what "epistemology"
meant (thanks to TOK) to now being able to buildmupy experiences with literature
reviews, content analysis, statistics, and suruelarge-scale research projects. The time
management skills that | developed in high schawkhbeen essential in my ability to
explore a wide variety of challenging courses.

Out of the classroom, the program has assistechmng ipursuit of scholarships,
research programs, and study-abroad participatigrearly exposure to research with
the IB's extended essay contributed greatly to ocgptance as a McNair scholar, a pre-



graduate school research program. In additionptbgram’'s commitment to international
and interdisciplinary perspectives played a sigaiiit factor in my acceptance into a
selective interdisciplinary course on Health an@dgicredit in Nicaragua (including a
trip to Nicaragua) and the School for Internationaining Kenya: Development, Health
and Society study-abroad program for the spring3%sion.

Socially, the rigorous nature of the IB program leakto an alumni community. |
have met many IB Diploma graduates at my schoohv@ndan share with humor and
fondness stories of crazy TOK instructors, CAS kpand past exams. We have our
unique “IB language” that distinguishes us as I8dgt CAS, EE, TOK, HL's and SL's.

Beloit College
PPS Class of 2004

| recently found out that | will be studying in Fnantle Australia next fall.
Thanks to your IB credits | can still double magod study abroad which is pretty
amazing. You should tell your students this iftkemplain about studying for the tests.
Notre Dame
PPS Class of 2005

| am a graduate of the class of 2006. | am culyenitudent at the University of
Michigan majoring in Aerospace Engineering. Whiteds in high school | took 1B
classes my junior and senior year including Engl&banish, Calculus, Physics, and
TOK. | did not try for the diploma only becauseniekv | wanted to be an engineer and
took two years of Drafting instead. Overall | féfe I1B program greatly benefited me for
my college career. Without a doubt IB English is teason | am able to write as well as |
do. | have found while being in the College of Eregiring that many engineering
students do not know how to write. Most of the stid | talk to have never heard of the
IB program and feel that they have never been taihghcorrect way to write. My
professors tell me that they see a tremendouselifée between students coming from
the IB program compared to other programs. Thegssafrs teach writing, including
technical writing, in very much the same way thas taught at Portage in the 1B
program. The few students that | have met that wentugh the IB program completely
agree with me. | believe that if | hadn't taken lfBeourse | would have not learned how
to write and would have been far behind enteririgege. As it is now | feel that college
is not harder than high school, just far more tooesuming. The IB Calculus class is a
definite must take class for all students inteigteany math field. After completing
calculus 2 in college | felt that | would have béest if | had been introduced to calculus
in college. The way that it is taught in the IBsdas much easier to comprehend and
apply and covers topics from calculus 1 througlewak 2 in college. TOK was by far
my favorite IB class that made me think in wayd the never thought before. More
than once this has helped me in college to viewohlpm I'm stuck on in a different way.



| have met a few people who have taken TOK at atbkools and they feel the same
way. We are able to connect on topics in TOK amsduss the different ways each school
covered them. Overall | believe the IB program preg me for college much better than
other students | have met as a freshman. The dglsmot necessarily the only way a
student can benefit from an IB course. Whether tetycollege credit for the class or
not, | believe the students benefit most from thewdedge taken out of the course. It
would be a huge loss to the school system to rertie/é8 program and | believe
students would not be as prepared for college.IBlgrogram is what sets Portage
Central and Portage Northern apart from all otleosl systems in the area and in
Michigan. It is obvious that those students arariare prepared for college and do better
when they get there.

University of Michigan

PPS Class of 2006

IB prepared me more for college than can be sunupédd any response here.
Not only did | receive the academic benefits ohigan a highly rigorous and challenging
program, but the IB program forced me to grow agizaen of whatever community | am
a member of. The IB program gave me the desirenstantly be involved in my
community and encouraged me to be dedicated ttgabdland social activism, a
dedication that definitely continued with me ontdlege. | was recently elected to
Student Body President (my term begins in mid-Maoftmy college at the University
of Michigan. This position | feel is truly thankkesand it is my job to fight for students’
rights and to make campus a better place for emeryBart of my fight has been
increasing/revising the current system that U afisés to award credits to IB students.
Some progress has been made, but | hope to see pnagwess and changes for next
year's incoming freshman. | am one of two (outpgraximately 100) students on the
college's student government who is not going patiitics when they graduate. The 1B
program has taught me that no matter what youregsibn or your future goals, politics
and fighting to make your community a stronger plaan be (and should be) done by
everyone. IB also introduced me to a variety ofdacaic subjects | would have never
before considered, especially philosophy. Throu@TI gained a great appreciation of
philosophy and am now a Moral and Political Phif@spminor at U of M.

The teachers at PPS along with the IB program gasen me so much
inspiration and a drive that is absolutely inddsaiie. Before | head off to medical
school, I will be taking two years off to teach pledully in an IB-affiliated high school,
because, as cliché as this sounds, | want to m&vepportunity to change the lives of
students, like the IB program and my teachers obcngine.

University of Michigan
PPS Class of 2005

From the mother of a Diploma graduate in a phomversation about her son:
* Received 22 credits at Michigan Tech; had junianding by his sophomore year
» Earned the “highest score ever” in the universiy&man placement test



» His friend Samantha, from another school systens, jgalous of the science
experience the candidate had had in high schofdr+rfore” than she had had. [She
had to start at beginning physics, while the caadidhad been able to start at higher-
level science courses because of his 1B work.]

» Tested out of physics completely; can take a 406Heourse if he wishes to do so.

Michigan Technological University
PPS Class of 2005

Question 1. How well did the IB prepare you for cege?

*Earning the IB diploma prepared me very well foflege. The first three or
four semesters of college were challenging in tivay, however, | was much better off
than most other students of my semester standihg.|B program prepared me very
adequately to handle the amount of work and depstuadly presented to me as a
freshman and a sophomore at the University of Cctimg. As a junior, my course
work has been entirely major specific with a fewrses toward my minor. | am
majoring in English and have had absolutely nolitestanding out in my department.
The writing instruction that the 1B program prowsds excellent. When | took the
freshman English course required of all studenteeatJniversity of Connecticut, the
professor often used me as an assistant durinmgitorkshops and lectures. | am also
working towards a minor in philosophy and have ftimat the Theory of Knowledge
course has given me a solid background from whadipproach my University level
philosophy courses that other students have not hddhs allowed me to participate a
great deal more in class discussions than othdests who are less well prepared.

| began writing for the student newspapire Daily Campusghis past fall. In
the few months that | have been working there Eehasen chosen for promotion several
times over writers who have been there for sewgzats and have reached the highest
position a writer can have, Senior Staff Writerdditionally, | have been asked to apply
for an executive editorial position for next fallcredit this fast paced success to a certain
flexibility of thought and innovative way of appidang problems that the 1B program,
when most effective, imparts to its students. rgthing | learned as an IB student, by
far the most valuable has been the thought prabess promotes. As an IB student |
learned to approach problems from a variety of@ghd academic disciplines. Rie
Daily Campust has allowed me to earn notoriety as an ablefl@extble writer that can
be trusted to cover any assignment and do so velly Whis thought process has
benefited me in all areas of my academic endeasveell, especially in my writing.

*IB prepared me most in writing long papers. Ualiky classmates, our first
long papers never daunted me. Also, it, espediBlilistory and 1B Psychology
Il prepared me for the types of books | use inegsl



*The study habits | acquired through the IB prograere very helpful. | think it
helped me to stay focused and organized throudtightschool.

*| think that the 1B program was helpful in prepagifor college in a few ways.
Probably most significant was that it taught me howtudy and plan my time. There
were times (senior year) that were a little overwiiieg having 6 IB classes plus TOK
everyday, that when | went to college it actualgmmed easier. Also, | think that
preparing for and taking the IB exams preparedanenfy university exams.

*The IB program gave me the preparation and expieatéo excel far beyond the
typical writing abilities of a freshman in colledeellow classmates possessed inferior
knowledge of grammatical consistency, researchhsbipes, and literary familiarity.

*It prepared me very well for college. | was atidake challenging English
classes and succeed easily because of the abiliiamed in IB English. The same is
true for my IB history classes.

*IB provided invaluable preparation for collegerfpaularly in writing. My IB
History and English courses gave me ample expeziaitt researching, writing, and
editing essays. During my first year of collegepmaf my classmates hadn't written
anything more extensive than a three page papeaue of 1B, | was unfazed by my
first few essay assignments.

*Especially IB English, those classes helped mledaon how to write well. | was
more prepared than most of my peers in my freshamglish course because | had such
a good background in grammar and writing techni¢i&Spanish also provided me with
a superb background to move on from once at callegeuld say however, that IB bio,
while a good course, wasn't structured in a wayIthauld really apply to my college
courses. I'm glad | took it because it certainlypbd me in the long run but a different
structure would be better.

*IB Spanish has prepared me very well for Spanisitafted college in 300-level
classes), and IB English has helped, but | find kim@w do a lot more different kinds of
writing assignments than | had experience wittBirEhglish.

*Whether or not you even put forth any effort ie tf8 program, at the very least
you are accustomed to seeing many of the typessigraments you will get in college. If



however, you put in the work required for IB, yae awuch better prepared to do the
assignments.

*| was really prepared for college because of Bi@iogram, especially because
of English. | feel like I'm a lot more advancedrithe students in my English class, and
this was after | was able to waive the Gen Ed requent for English. | did a lot better in
my Calculus class after taking IB/AP Calc in higihgol and the same goes for IB/AP
Psychology (I'm taking that this semester too)oAlsecause the IB program was so
rigorous, it really helped establish a work etmd @ sense of responsibility and time
management. | can't even imagine why the commuvotyld want to get rid of the 1B
curriculum. It sets Portage apart from a lot ofestbommunities, especially since most
others don't even have the IB program.

*The IB program prepared me for classes at U ofxiileanely well. The work
load is comparable and it allows people to thinkeraitically, essential here. However,
| do hear often from people at Western or Statelhaver prepared them and that
classes are easier than in high school. It depieaison where you are going how
necessary the program is.

*The IB program did a great job preparing me fotege. The classes that | was
not able to get credit for and had to repeat, Risyand Calculus, | was extremely well
prepared for. Both have been pretty much a retewne of what | already covered in
IB.

*| feel the IB program prepared me incredibly wiell college. IB taught me how
to think analytically, it set a standard for my Wwethic, and most importantly, it taught
me how to write well. | continue to be shockethaiv well IB prepared my writing skills
compared to other students at 1U.

*IB has prepared me extremely well for collegd.khow far more than most
people about quite a variety in subjects and | wel prepped for college writing. | just
wrote a 3000 word paper in 3 days, something tleektended essay helped facilitate
with organization experience.

Question 2: What sort of recognition did your IB class work getyou at college
(admission points - class credit - etc.)?



*| received 17 credits for all of my work with thB program (which is equivalent
to one semester with a heavy course load at U of M)

*| did earn class credit for most of my classesodk AP tests to supplement the
SLs which did help. The best thing that IB did floe, as far as recognition comes, was
that it allowed me to study abroad. Though | dilave the language requirements full
filled for my program, the French department deditteat since | took IB French 5, that
was sufficient preparation.

*| did not do the diploma, and | ended up joss$sing scoring high enough in
history and English by one point, so | only gotditéor Spanish. A six on the IB Spanish
HL exam got me 6 credits at Michigan - which isigglent to two Spanish classes.

*| came to the University of Michigan with 16 crélivhich is very nice.
Michigan also looks at the IB program very stronghyd awards admission points to it.

*Unfortunately the University of Connecticut doest give the IB diploma any
sort of special recognition at this time. Whemtezed the University as a freshman,
there was, to my knowledge, only one school inethiire state of Connecticut that
offered the IB program and it was in its very figstar of the program. As a result the
diploma was relatively unheard of. Despite thcklaf recognition, | would, given the
choice again, choose to earn the IB diploma agéire IB program is not just a program
to prepare students for higher education; it is alprogram that helps students become
better human beings. IB courses promote a braattemore understanding worldview,
which is an invaluable quality for a person to haveoday’s world with a quickly
growing world economy and global community. WhBrstudents leave Portage high
schools and arrive at their particular college mrersity campus, they will find this most
helpful as they begin encountering internationadlehts. Additionally, should the
student chose to study abroad during college a$pect of their IB education will better
enable them to get the most out of the experiel¢bile these benefits are not the sort
that this question was looking for, I think it iditle shortsighted to only consider
“selling” the IB program to students based on hoangncourses they’ll be exempted
from or how many credits they will enter collegetwi These are all wonderful things
and shouldn’t be forgotten, but in the glamour mteeing college a semester ahead or
even as a sophomore, | think there are many beradfthe 1B program that are over
looked. | have found the IB program has not ordgl hBcademic benefits but has helped
to shape who | am as a person and how | interabttive world around me. | hope that
the public realizes that while students leavingrtbehool system may not all be
receiving great academic recognition at whatevege they chose to attend, the
program will have shaped them into the sort ofuittlial that cannot help but reflect well
on the high school that they came from. While I@mty a junior at the University of
Connecticut | have already begun publishing inarati magazines, including the



nation’s leading independent environmental maga&nerhe Environmental Magazine
which has a wide readership not only in the Uni¢ates but also in Canada.
Additionally, a great deal of my writing is availalon the Internet.

These personal successes of mine reflect well oiadrss IB Diploma program,
and | credit a great deal of this to how the progreelped to shape the individual that |
have become. | am not alone in such accomplistsneither. One of my fellow IB
diploma graduates from my class is currently aftapdhedical school in Europe while
most of the people we graduated with have at [@astfull year of their undergraduate
education left. This, too, reflects well on ouglnischools.

*At the University of Michigan | received 19 creslitt English, 4 History, and 9
Spanish. Because | took the French exam as a&thhdvel, | did not receive credit,
although | did test into 4th semester French. dksaatimission to the University of
Michigan, | believe that in my case the IB diplohedped. | did not apply until just
before the closing date, and just over a week #fegrl received my acceptance letter.

*As WMU did not accept class credit for IB at thmaé | graduated, | wasn't able
to use it for that purpose (They accept it now)§RRass of 2000)

*| received the equivalent of a two college clagses®ach of my IB HL classes.

*From getting a 6 on the IB Spanish exam, | reaie8eeneral credits

*| received nine total credits, including testingt @f Spanish entirely. 1 did
however choose to continue with it, and what Inedrin high school prepared me just as
much as college prepared the other students inlasg.cAlso, even if you don't end up
receiving credit, the information you absorbed wéfinitely help you out in college
classes.

*| went into college with 12 credits, 8 from Endligfrom getting a 6 on the test)
and 4 from Psychology (from getting a 4 on the)t@dtese scores let me waive my Gen
Ed requirement for a very basic writing class, @net me advance in Psychology; |
didn't have to take Psych 101, | got to take al206l course right off the bat.
Additionally, since | took IB/AP Calculus, | got falfill my math requirement with just
one class (Calculus again), instead of the twortiadt students have to take, even
though I did not get credit for Calculus from tlestt



*| got a 5 in English, 6 in Spanish - | think gigme 4 and 5 credits respectively.
Also, the Spanish gave me humanities distributiedlits. IB is far more accepted than
AP credit because it is a 2 year program.

*IB classes gave me 17 credit hours, which is ntlba® one semester of classes.

*I'm not sure how many credits are attributed taedctly, but with my IB
English exam score, my IB Spanish exam score, myP&rh exam score, and the intro
Spanish exam to Indiana University, | received 28lits before my first semester.

At my second semester, | am now technically a sopte and have been
admitted to the school of Arts and Sciences witlti@slits. My 1B English score
exempted me from the English requirement here aaifid my IB Spanish score took
care of the 4 semester foreign language requirethdon't have to take any more
foreign language, ever).

*| got 14 credit hours from the tests, somethirgf ik allowing me to triple major
and still graduate in 4 years.

*From the IB Latin teacher, an anecdote about onleenfrecent IB grads:
| write to you regarding Student X and her expareeat GVSU. She completed
only three years of Latin with us and was placed beginning level (200ish, | think) of
Latin. During the first day of class, the professrcused her to his office (scaring her to
death) and met with her after class. He told hat $he had to move up and placed her in
a 400-level class. She is the only freshman ilssowith juniors and seniors and is
leading the class. ..with her eye on being a Lig@icher when she grows up.
A true Portage IB success story!
Grand Valley State University
PPS Class of 2005

Question 3:What are your feelings about your IB experience?

*IB was really helpful; it definitely preparede for writing extensive papers,
thinking critically, and practicing taking writte@xams, as opposed to short answer or
multiple-choice.



*| would repeat the diploma program if | got a sed@hance.

*| have a very positive feeling about the IB pragraNot only did it prepare me
for university, but it also got me to think globalll also really liked the fact that you can
tailor the program to meet your interests. | egpgtudying History and Languages and
both have given me a base for my university career.

*The IB program is only as rewarding as the stu@dliotvs it to be.
Personally, | feel more confident in regards taiwg, reading, and analyzing literature
on a college level because of my experience in bijool.

*| loved it. | was challenged, and my mind was &ged. | actually looked
forward to coming to my IB classes and discussegsiubject matter. Specifically, my
experience with IB English has made me want tageaching degree in English as well
as history. IB also gave me a global outlook icheaf my subjects, which | thoroughly
enjoyed.

*During my junior and senior years, | was quiterdedic about the amount of
work required for the IB classes and especiallytiierdiploma. In hindsight, it was very
similar to a year of college courses.

*| feel more prepared for college than | would héesn without it, but I do not
like the way the IB English curriculum is set upthwthe World Lit papers one year and
the oral/written exams the second year...I thimlould've felt more prepared if one of
those papers had to be written senior year. 1\oelfd® can prepare a student for college
just as much as IB can, and it is more mainstreasineacepted in colleges.

*The IB experience was significantly easier tharatvkveryone makes it seem,;
granted | didn't ace every class, but | think leohdp just fine. | would therefore
recommend it to all high school students becausetier prepares you for college, and
doesn't ruin your high school social life as somtuelsnts have been known to make it
sound.

*Although the program was very time-consuming antimes, very frustrating,
speaking to the English program specifically, whselemed much more difficult than any
other IB class | took (World Lit. papers, IB oratsmmentaries, etc.), | found the
program very rewarding. It set me apart from ostadents in high school and I believe
that colleges appreciate the fact that | took tlkieult, college-level classes. The



program is good for students that like to challetigegmselves. | am very proud to have
taken many of these higher level classes, andatisrewarding to have done well
enough in them to have received college credit.

*| hated it while doing it as it felt like unnecesgy difficult work and a lot of it,
but in the end | thoroughly enjoyed it.

*QOverall | think | had a pretty good experiencewiB. | know at the time there
were things, mainly the oral presentation typedhithat | was not really happy about
doing, but in the end it is all worth it. | thitkat one of the best parts about the diploma
is that the school reimburses you for the cosakiing the tests, so not only is it great that
you are getting college credit, but that you géditiree. One of the things that I think
was key to my overall experience was the freedanitlallows you with the Extended
Essay to choose something that interests youn't Bnow how motivated | would have
been to do all that work in the last couple of web&fore it was due, when | switched
areas from science to history, had it not beermpi towas extremely interested in.

*Although the IB program in high school was tougim glad | took IB classes.
They gave me an advantage over other student inrawgjcredits as well as the skills |
learned.

*The classes are great and cover a wide subjegiad detail—an example being
that I've seen references to most of the bookseae in IB English and | knew what they
were referencing.

Question 4:Would you recommend an IB class to a high schoolwslent and why?

*| would recommend IB to EVERYONE! It is not a pmagn for the gifted or
extremely intelligent. Yes, it does require an widiial to be a good student and be
willing to put in all the effort required, but tipeogram can and does change the lives of
everyone involved (both teachers and students)ifdiad any say, it would be the
ONLY curriculum allowed to be taught in high sch®akross the globe. Its life lessons,
especially in diversity and in forcing people téle@et on non-native perspectives, are
lessons that every citizen of our global commusitguld possess.

*| encourage any student considering the IB dipldmpursue it and any student
not considering it to consider it. Even if a stadéoesn’t wish to pursue the entire



diploma, even just taking a few IB courses, esplgdiae higher-level ones and in
particular the higher-level history courses, wél\ery helpful in college. | have often
been surprised how unprepared for college-levelnea and history courses many of my
fellow students at the University of Connecticig.aMany of these students have come
through the AP program at their high schoolss Iy opinion that the IB courses are
more valuable in the long run than AP courses amduld tell that to any student
considering taking an 1B course. The IB prograwmvjates a quality education that will
help prepare the student for college no mattertatwlegree they are involved in the
program, whether they just take a few courses,uyaucsrtificates, or the whole diploma.

*I'd recommend IB to younger students becauseatdiver prepare you with
important basic skills of reading, writing, and bia thinking.

*| especially enjoyed my IB Spanish V class becamsgead some amazing
literature pieces. It was so helpful because mdilyeostories we read senior year, | had
to read in my Spanish classes here. It helpsute haolid background and a previous
understanding. Also, | really liked both IB Englislasses | took because it really helped
in learning how to write an academic essay.

*IB Psychology. It is an extremely interesting dashd allows students to finally
break away from the mandatory curriculum they haways been accustomed to.

*High school students should seriously consideingkB courses if they have a
real interest in any specific subject because @irttdepth nature of IB. College credit
and acceptance consideration are not as imporsahegpreparation and experience that
the IB classes offer.

*IB English is an asset in college. It will improyeur writing skills and allow
you to be able to more effectively critique yourrowork and the work of your
classmates.

*| would emphatically recommend an IB class in vavatr strength the given
student has. You will be challenged and engagsilyau may be surprised at what your
potential can bring you to.

*| recommend IB classes, especially for studentsae a strong interest in a
particular area of study. The depth of learninfargastic and the teachers have a knack
for making the process interesting.



*|t prepares you for college better than a "reglgael” class would--it is
especially helpful in the foreign languages becawasecan often start college taking
sophomore or junior level foreign language classes.

*| would strongly recommend an IB class to a highaol student. These classes
are in a completely different league than your dasilege classes and, while they are
challenging, they are completely worth it. Theyyleti work and think in different ways
and you are presented with material you wouldntmadly see in a high school class,
specifically because the curriculum is a world-wmtegram. | got to read very
interesting articles in my IB German classes thatildn't be open to me in a standard
level class. | read some amazing books in my Engliasses that | wouldn't have picked
up off the shelfWutheringHeights, Chronicle of a Death Foretold, Things Fapart,
etc.). | really can't say enough positive thingsudlihis program and I think it would be a
shame if Portage schools decided to get rid optbgram. It distinguishes our
community from other communities in Michigan.

*| would definitely recommend IB classes.

*| would most definitely recommend an IB class thigh school student.
Although they may be a lot of work in high schabk skills | learned from IB have
made many of my college courses much easier.

*| definitely would recommend that high schooleakd the IB classes and if
possible do the extended essay.



