10

Stampede

Oct. 2, 2009

World Series in Kalamazoo

COURTESY OF MICHELLE CLEVELAND

Game TiME: Michigan softball team, District 2, prepares to play Puerto Rico in the final round of the World Series.

BY MEGAN SCOTT

Staff Writer

The wait is over. After days of strenuous work, rainouts
and sweat, the final two are decided.

On Aug. 12, District 2 Women's Softball Big League team
competed against players from Puerto Rico’s softball team.

Five Portage Central students — including Shannon
Cleveland, Megan McQueen, Jackie Warr, Ali Herbert and
Becca Shemberger — all took part in playing for District 2.

Despite some controversy sprouting from the automatic
participation of District 2 for serving as the host team, the girls
refused to be intimidated. By being the host team, the girls
were invited to participate in the World Series while the other
teams competed with girls from around the country to gain the
winning spot.

“We knew they had to beat a lot of teams — and we

didn’t,” McQueen said. “But we were still ready.”

After losing an earlier game against the East, 3-2, the
future of District 2 was uncertain. But during a game against
Canada, the placement of the Portage Central girls in the
championship became clearerwhen Ali Herbert hit back-to-
back home runs in her first times up to bat in the tourney.

In the championship, many spectators were thrilled to
see a Michigan team. The game aired on ESPN2, live from
Kalamazoo, and ended in an overwhelming victory of 3-0,
giving District 2 the World Series championship.

Despite winning the championship, many of the girls
agree their biggest win occured against their rival, District 9
from Grand Rapids, who previously defeated them.

“It was just like getting some sweet revenge,” Cleveland
said.

Other teams included in the World Series were Poland,
Puerto Rico, Texas, California and the Asia-Pacific.

“It was a real World Series — a team from the U.S. and
Puerto Rico,” Herbert said. “It was a great game.”
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BY MORGAN CLOTHIER

Staff Writer

Junior Jackie Warr is one of three girls from Michigan to
play for the Beverly Bandits, an 18-and-under travel softball
team currently comprised of 13 girls that practice in Chicago
but travel to Florida and Missouri for games.

This fall, the team practiced only a few times, but in
January the girls will practice
every Sunday until summer.

“Everyone is there to win
and they’re all really talented
players, plus they don’t
forget to have fun and are
encouraging,” Warr said.

Coach Bill Conroy, who
buys all of the girls’ equipment
and food, also pays for their
hotel and travel costs. Warr says
that Conroy is all about helping
find his players scholarships.

“Seventy-five percent
of our team have 80 percent
or higher scholarships to top
schools,” Warr said. “I actually have a visit with Radford
[University] in Virginia coming up soon.”

Besides playing softball, Warr also participates in
volleyball and basketball. She played varsity softball as a
freshman and sophomore under Coach Dana Grosser as a
shortstop and leadoff hitter.

In volleyball she played libero, a back-row defensive
position, making the varsity team her freshman year as well.

“She was on my JV team for a couple weeks before the
varsity coach stole her,” Grosser said. “She is a great kid. She
is always giving 100 percent of her ability whether she is in
practice or at a big game. She is a team player,”

Although Warr is an overall athlete, she had to give up
playing school volleyball, which was a difficult choice. She
thought hard over giving up this sport and still doesn’t know if
it was the right decision.

Warr isn't the only one upset about leaving volleyball
behind. The coaches and players are very supportive of Warr’s
decision but Grosser said she will miss seeing Warr throughout
the season.

“She’s intelligent, athletic and hardworking,” Grosser said.
“Jackie is a great kid and I think all her hard work will pay off
for her in the end.”
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Portage Central Student Council 2009-2010

Fall Homecoming Dress-up Days
Monday-Costume Day

Tuesday-Fake an Injury Day
Wednesday-Eco Day

Thursday-Senior Citizen Day
Friday-Spirit Day

Get Involved and Support
Your School!




