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New trainer, 
new tricks

At a scary movie, it’s appropriate to tell oneself that it’s 
only a movie, but when watching sports, nobody should say 
that it’s only a game. 

When I asked some friends of mine why I didn’t see them 
at the football or basketball game, a few of them just shrug and 
explain that they simply don’t enjoy sports. As the editor of 
the sports section (thanks for reading it, by the way), I take 
off ense to this.  If any of you dislikers-of-sports care to read 
on, I’ll do my best to sway you.

 Take for example the Central-Northern football game. 
We all expected an intense and competitive ba� le between the 
two teams, but there were a number of aspects to the game 
that went much deeper than third-down conversion rates 
and yards per carry.  

Since most students were focused on the entrance 
of the Mustangs, they may have missed the Huskies’ 
moving entrance.  Since the game took place on 
9/11, the players thought it would be appropriate 
to enter with one of their team captains leading 
the pack brandishing an American fl ag.  
Patriotism has always been a huge part of 
sports; in 2001, all eyes were focused squarely 
on the New York Yankees as they played 
their fi rst game a� er 9/11.  The fi rst pitch 
signifi ed the fi rst step back to normalcy 
a� er the tragedy. 

During athletic competitions, 
as in life, the players face immense 
challenges and in many cases overcome 
them.  It’s hard not to have respect 
for athletes like senior running back 
Spencer Munson.  Against Coldwater, 
Munson dislocated his le�  shoulder 

A HELPFUL HAND: Trainer Eric Gustafson lends a helping hand to sophomore A.J. Tuckey between plays.

  Eric Gustafson, Portage Central’s 
new athletic trainer, instills confi dence in 
our players.
 Gustafson is enrolled in Western 
Michigan University’s graduate 
program a� er recently graduating 
from Minnesota State University. As 
an outgrowth of his love of sports, 
Gustafson is focusing his education on 
athletic training.
 “I’ve always enjoyed playing sports 
and being around sports,” Gustafson 
said. 
 A� er playing soccer in college, 
Gustafson realized that soccer was not 
going to be a big part of his future career. 
However, he wished to continue in the 
fi eld of athletics.
 Gustafson compartmentalizes his 
time with schooling and taking care 
of high school athletes. Although it is 
a tremendous challenge, he fi nds time 

to manage all of the athletic teams 
including football, volleyball, men’s 
soccer, men’s tennis, women’s golf, 
women’s swimming and cheerleading. 
In order to make things run smoothly, he 
stresses the art of communication.
 “Communication is key if you want 
success, on and off  the fi eld.” Gustafson 
said.  
 Athletic training does not coincide 
with the regular workday. He begins his 
workday a� er school and works into the 
evening and weekends whenever there 
are sports events. 
 “Eric is very nice and willing to help 
you with any injury you have,” Claire 
LaFave said. “He also tries to equally 
support our athletic teams. 
 Gustafson supports athletes through 
his degree of education, his experience in 
sports and his a� itude towards players. 
 “I want people to know I’m an 
approachable guy, I’m pre� y easy-
going and I like to meet new people,” 
Gustafson said. 

– twice.  He simply popped it back in and went on to run for 
nearly 120 yards and a touchdown.  

It amazes me that some people aren’t impressed by or 
interested in athletics. Any kind of sporting event compares 
perfectly with life; there are trials, tribulations, jubilations and 
heartbreaks.  In fact, many players play as if their life depends 
on making a shot or hi� ing a curveball.  When a runner 
breaks a personal record, they prove to themselves and 
others that they have improved and grown personally.  While 
playing a sport, one can experience each and every emotion 
humanly possible: euphoria, fury, wonder, shock or anything 
else one can think of.  

Looking back on September 11 of this year, some 
spectators may remember 35-14, or the fact that Husky ball 
carriers were about as sure-handed as Goofy.  I will always 

remember the devotion 
of a Portage Central 

parent who walks 
the sidelines, 
videotaping each 
moment that his 
son plays, or the 
way a Husky 
running back kept 
fi ghting for extra 
yardage even a� er 

his helmet popped 
off  his head.  

That’s what sports 
are about: patriotism, a 
father’s love, extreme 
dedication and never 
saying die.  A two-hour 
sporting event somehow 

always fi nds a way to 
contain more storylines 

than a series of novels 
and entertain us in 
numerous ways. Why 

would anybody ignore 
sports and choose to stay 

home while the football team 
ba� les against a division rival 

like St. Joseph (tonight) or Benton 
Harbor (next week)? A� er all, 

it’s only fi ve bucks to see this 
incredible show.
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How can you not love sports?

Season starts 
next spring June 3

Girls’ Soccer  wins
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP!

June 12

Softball 
reaches 
Final Four 
in states

Season starts next spring
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September 2

Record: 
7-3-1

Next Game:
League 
Tournament

Head Coach: 
Tim Halloran

Central blanks 
Northern        4-0

BY SARAH MANIS
Staff Writer

ALEX MCCARTHY

sports
editor
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Men’s Soccer
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