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A familiar face has returned to Portage 
Central this school year. Hall monitor Chris 
Sco� has retuned to roaming the halls a�er 
completing a six month internship.

Sco� was working in San Antonio, Texas 
on an architectural internship. Sco�’s internship 
was offered through Ball State University in 
Muncie, Indiana. Now he has returned to 

Portage and is in the midst of working 
on his architectural thesis for his 
undergraduate studies.

Sco� is pleased to be back at 
Portage Central, working with his 
old co-workers and students.

“It was a li�le 
humbling [to be back],” 
Sco� said. “I’ve had a 

nice warm welcome at 
PC from students and teachers.”

Upperclassmen will remember him as 
a teacher, teachers will remember him as a 
colleague, freshmen will remember him as “the 
announcement guy,” but many will remember 
Teacher Rod Nedervlet as a friend.

Nedervelt retired at the end of the previous 
school year a�er more than 30 years of teaching. 
Nedervelt, more commonly referred to as 
“Ned”, taught business classes. Last year, he 
was teaching one class during fourth hour and 
gave the morning announcements that same 
hour.

Every student and faculty member 
remembers hearing Nedervelt’s voice every 
morning and his timeless signoff “seatbelts 
on, we’re out of here.”

Despite the loss of some of Central’s 
well-known entities (Ned, Mr. Andrews, the 
400 hall), the school acquired some new staff 
members.

Teaching history at Waylee is Kayleen 
Grand.  In addition to teaching Modern 
American History fi�h through seventh hours, 
Grand, a college volleyball player, also coaches 
the seventh-grade volleyball team at West 
Middle.  

Former Central student Katie Brennan 
will also be teaching here a�er two years at 
Ma�awan High.  Some will recognize her as 
one of the a�ernoon hall monitors from last 
year, but she now teaches Freshman Focus/
health first through third hours and is the head 
cheerleading coach.  

Both teachers are enthusiastic and enjoying 
their first semester at Central.

 It’s no mystery that, due to construction, 
teachers residing in the 400 hall were forced 
to relocate to Waylee.  However, one teacher 
traveled a much farther distance – 70 miles to 
Grand Valley State University.
 A�er 11 years here, Gordon Andrews 
has taken a job as a professor at GVSU.  He 
first heard about the position through one of 
his fellow board members on the Michigan 
Council for History Education, who is also 
a professor at the university.  A�er a series 
of phone interviews and a long day of 
rigorous on-campus presentations, 
Andrews was chosen for the job over 
25 other applicants.
 Andrews’ friend and co-worker, 
Eric Rayle, was one of the first to find 
out about his colleague’s departure 
when the two discussed it last spring.  
Plenty of other students and teachers 
alike weren’t aware of the supposed 
disappearance until returning to 
school in September.
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New year, new school, new teachers 

Several colleges 
will visit PC

Event announced 
for November

Officials install 
hand sanitizers 

Blood drive will be 
held Oct. 13

 This month, juniors and seniors 
have the opportunity to meet with 
admissions counselors from several 
colleges.  These college visits will be 
conducted during the school day, and 
students can sign up in the guidance 
office.  Some universities visiting are 
Grand Valley State University (Oct. 
12), Purdue (Oct. 12), Notre Dame 
(Oct. 13) and Western Michigan 
University (Oct. 14).

Winter formal will be held in the 
gymnasium on Nov. 14.  This change 
in date has been made due to severe 
snowfall the past two years on the 
night of the dance.  Student Council 
feels that this will undoubtedly 
keep students safer and off the road 
during dangerous winter weather 
conditions.

Hand sanitizers have been 
installed in the cafeteria, locker 
rooms, and all restrooms, to help 
contain the spread of germs. These 
measures have been taken by 
administrators in order to prevent 
the further spread of sicknesses, 
including the H1N1 flu.  

 National Honor Society will be 
holding the first of their three annual 
blood drives on Oct. 13.  The blood 
drive will be held during sixth and 
seventh hour in the administration 
building.  Anyone over the age of 17 
is welcome to participate, and NHS 
students will be speaking in all junior 
and senior english classes.  Sign-up 
sheets will be in the blue office and 
Mr. Baker’s room, W19.

Fresh faces

Kayleen 
Grand, 
History

Katie 
Brennan, 
Health

Tim 
Marusek, 
Building 
Tech.

Kyle 
Herm, 
Comm. 
Support

Andrews’ sudden absence causes confusion
BY MARISSA MIARS

View Editor
 “He just le� everything in his room and 
walked,” Rayle said.  “He le� his computer 
si�ing there and was gone.”
 The switch from high school to college 
campus forced Andrews to adjust to many 
differences, including class size and class time.  
His largest class only has 17 students and his 

smallest class has only four.  This 
allows for more personalized 

teaching and more free 
time both for students and 
professors.
 “One real difference 
is the pace of the day,” 
Andrews said.  “I have 

time to sit, read and 
prepare for a class.” 

 Rosalea Pedrolini 

is one student primarily affected by the staff 
member’s relocation – Andrews is her IB adviser.  
She now has to do most of her communicating 
with him via e-mail, rather than just popping in 
his room like she did before.
 “I had him sophomore year and thought 
he was just hilarious,” Pedrolini said.  “He’s a 
really good teacher, and anyone that can write 
a book obviously knows a lot.”
 Andrews admits to being influenced largely 
by both the students and staff throughout the 
past 11 years.
 “[The hardest thing to leave was] the 
people; that’s the essence of teaching,” Andrews 
said.  “I really enjoyed what I was doing and 
who I was doing it with.  A�er a period of time, 
it becomes part of your identity.”
 Despite the fact that Andrews has le� , his 
sarcasm lives on in the words of fellow staff 
members.

 “When does he [Andrews] get out of 
prison?” co-worker Mark Sutherland 
joked.  “Was it three or five?”

Ned no more Scott returns New Mustangs
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forChange

Students, staff gather
for food, fun,
fellowship 

BE THE CHANGE: On 
Wednesday, students and 
teachers received a free 
lunch provided by the 
school and community to 
support Be The Change, 
a movement dedicated 
to promoting tolerance. 
In addition to the free 
luncheon, several student 
organizations promoted 
their work.JON ZOMER/STAMPEDE


