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FIVE ON FIVE

The Questions...
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What do you think 
about the handprint 
wall being covered 
up? 
What’s your 
opinion on the new 
attendance policy?

What do you think 
about the new police 
officer?

Do you think the 
football team will
go undefeated?

What’s the meaning 
of life? 

Nate Ryder, 9th Kristy Wilkinson, 10th Jarred Bassett, 11th Natalie Hall, 12th Mr. Schafer  

It’s not great because 
if you cover it up, you 
can’t remember. 

It’s a good thing 
because people are 
sick a lot.  

He’s great at what he 
does. 

I don’t know.  Three 
Rivers is really good 
[this year].  

We’re here to help 
the earth and what it 
contains.  

[It’s kind of] sad, 
a tradition here [is] 
going to be  gone. 

It gives kids who need 
it them a chance to do 
well in school. 

He could totally attack 
someone if he had to. 
He kind of scares me.  

Yes; they have a good 
team bond and all 
seem to get along well.

To love and be loved 
and have many friends.  

It’s disappointing 
because it’s a tradtion. 

It gives people who 
don’t intentionally miss 
anything  a chance.

I think he’s chill and 
understanding of the 
school.

I think we’ll win the con-
ference championship.

Travel only with those 
that are equal to or 
greater than yourself.  

I think it’s pretty obvious 
we need lockers.  

It’s an okay policy until 
it gets abused. 

He seems to be a nice 
guy and a good officer.  

 It’s always good when 
a team pulls together 
to achieve their goals. 

Enjoying the road that 
you travel and writing 
your own ticket to travel 
that road. 

 It’s kind of good, but 
I don’t like the exam 
rule. 

I’ve never talked to 
him, [but] he seems 
friendly. 

Oh yeah!  (I think posi-
tive.)

Have fun, be good.  
That’s what my dad 
says to me. 

[I] think about freshman 
year, but I can’t see it 
anymore.

While no one can disagree using high school time to properly prepare 
for college by diversifying the work load is not beneficial, at what point 
must we draw the line and leave room for more creative channels? 

For the current freshmen, sophomores and juniors, there are five 
more required credits for graduation than students in years past. The 
total number of credits (26) remains the same. However, for students, the 
amount possible of elective classes has dropped from 13 to eight. That 
five-credit difference is what seniors used to add in their seminars and 
other elective classes.

One could say that the extra math and science credits are used to 
prepare students and keep them occupied before summer vacation, but 
it seems that students’ creative sides are taking the back seat. For this 
year’s seniors, there are fewer required classes which allow them more 
freedom to choose the classes they want or do not want to take.

 Only the students who are completely willing to do all that is 
humanly possible to be able to take their elective, EFA and EFE classes 
are able to do so. I myself tried to take an EFA class this year, but I was 
told it was not possible unless I wanted to have C lunch and have to pack 
my lunch every single day due to the conflicting bus schedules. There 
are too many conflicts that arise from trying to take any sort of class 
outside the building in various locations.

I find it all to be an unneeded stress generator for students and 
guidance counselors, who already have so much to deal with the first 
few weeks of school. High school is supposed to be a time when students 
look for new interests and have new experiences. With the instatement 
of these extra required credits, there is a grand choice between want and 
need.

Until there is a statistic stating that graduates over the years have 
been less equipped to meet the challenges of higher learning than those 
with increased credit requirements, I will continue to stand by my 
disdain for the new way of mandating our lives.

Omo Ogbomo is a staff writer for the Central Stampede. Carly Nagengast is a staff writer for the Central Stampede.

When our parents were in high school, there was no IB. The AP 
program was but a fledgling. There’s no question, academics has changed 
obscenely in the past few decades. In fact, one could say it has evolved. 
Our students and children are not only expected to perform be�er, but 
are raised with the capability to accomplish these buffed-up standards.  
It’s the natural advancement of humankind’s intellect. 

So it seems illogical to feel outraged at the prospect of our school 
adding five more required class credits, which would otherwise 
be possible elective courses in our mandatory 26 credits needed to 
graduate.

I’m sure it’s not just me that thinks this.  A�er all, I have confidence 
our underclassmen are skilled and mature enough to handle slight 
schedule changes, especially if they have any college ambitions.  I know 
my peers wouldn’t complain about being given a possible edge over 
other applicants to their post-graduation path. 

If anything, this addition of requirements shouldn’t register as 
anything but a blip on any diligent student’s radar. Even though, as a 
senior, these changes won’t apply to me, I’ve personally already exceeded 
them. Surely it can’t be that hard if I can accomplish such a goal before 
even knowing it would exist. 

There must be some evil purpose behind the state of Michigan’s 
guise of providing a be�er education and academic preparation for its 
students. There must be something sinister I can’t see hidden underneath 
the veil of increasing our intelligence and ensuring we keep pace with 
other school districts. 

I know I must not be hearing my friends correctly, because I trust 
my fellow students would be able to see past any pe�y bias or selfish 
motive of their own to see the bigger picture in ways I clearly cannot. 

I know they’re smarter than that. 
A�er all, they’ll have to be if they want to survive real life. 

Freshman requirements set 
students on the right path

Students’ chances to explore 
creativity take a backseat
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Vandals deserve
stiffer
punishment

The Sources...

Merit
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This summer, four 
students broke into PCHS 
and vandalized lockers and 
hallways with profanities and 
offensive comments about the 
teaching staff.  Photographic 
evidence, obtained from the 
Portage Police Department, 
shows the damage to be so 
extensive and distasteful that 
we couldn’t publish some 
of them. By disrespecting 
school property in such a 
foul and widespread manner, 
these students are a disgrace 
to our high standards. The 
vandals received a brief 
suspension and must pay for 
the damages. However, due 
to the severity of the damage, 
we believe they should 
have faced expulsion. Their 
behavior was unacceptable, 
and such a serious disregard 
for the school and its teachers 
should have yielded tougher 
discipline.  


