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During the school day, Alburtus 
says all doors are locked with the 
exception of the side doors for 
students to enter and exit. 

Despite the security 
arrangements made and 
consequences of skipping class, a 
handful of students have reportedly 
made the leap to leave school 
property in between classes for a 
quick snack. 

Sweets Convenience Store 
employee Carrie Klavon states there 
have been a minority of occurrences 
where she has seen possible 
students with backpacks and books 
in hand, stop into the store for candy 
or a soda.

“I don`t understand why they 
can`t wait for lunch.” Klavon says, 
“It`s not worth ge�ing in trouble 
over.”

With the newfound freedom of 
walking to class as if on a campus, 
Alburtus sees the “split school” as 
an opportunity for students to gain 
responsibility and get some fresh air 
during the day.

“We don`t want it to be a 
prison.” Alburtus says, “We are 
present out there and watchful. We 
can only encourage [the students] to 
make good decisions.”

As the construction of the new 
high school continues, the strenuous 
path to Waylee leaves questions 
concerning the level of security in 
passing time.
        While the high school has 
numerous hall monitors patrolling 
the halls between classes, checking 
hall passes and delivering messages, 
many wonder if Waylee Elementary 
contains similar security.

Since Waylee holds fewer 
classes and less students than the 
high school, fewer hall monitors are 
needed. Tom Hamilton spends his 
school day as a “House Manager,” 
keeping an eye on students and 
helping teachers with various tasks. 
Hamilton oversees activity in the 
halls as well as in the passing to 
assure that students manage to get 
to class in a timely manner and do 
not wander off school property.

Principal Eric Alburtus clearly 
states that the walkway from 
the high school to Waylee is still 
considered school grounds, and any 
illegal activity or insubordination 
will result in a reflection of any 
school punishment.
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With the addition of Waylee to campus, security is compromised
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Teachers’ new troubles at Waylee

It’s 12:18 p.m. and psychology 
teacher Eric Lancaster is hungry 
for some home-packed  C Lunch. 
He gathers his daily lunch and 
walks down the hall into the old 
office conference room at Waylee 
Elementary School, now adopted 
as the neighbor satellite of Central 
High School. 

“The move here was rough and 
we are trying to make the best of it 
here, even though it is not the same 
as being at the main building with 
everyone else,” Lancaster said.

In the teacher lounge, you can 
find an assortment of close teacher 
friends who refuse to be alienated by 
the several hundred foot walk at the 
mercy of the weather. At C lunch, 
(which all Waylee fi�h hour classes 
adhere to) the variety includes:  
Lancaster, Eric Rayle, Kent Baker, 
Chuck Schira and others with their 
classes now at Waylee, and teachers 
that migrate over daily including 
Jason Badders, Chris Czuk, Corey 
McNeal and company.

“Basically, its weird. Going over 
to Waylee feels like stepping in a 
foreign environment,” math and 
science teacher Czuk said.

Being at Waylee also restricts 
the choices for lunch for the 
teachers as well.

“I have to pack my lunch each 
day or I have to preorder it, which 
can be kind of a pain,” Lancaster 
said.

The teachers that have been cast 
to Waylee are disconnected from 
their fellow 
educators 
and staff, 
and the only 
chance for 
reunification 
is at lunch or 
during the 
monthly staff 
meetings.
 The feeling 
is mutual for 
all teachers 
on both 
sides of the 
flat concrete 
curtain as old friends have been 
separated on many fronts. 

“It sucks seeing all of them 
[teachers at Waylee] isolated from us 
here at the school. It’s like the back 
half has shi�ed over to Waylee,” 
Czuk said.

Many of the things we have 
here at the school have now become 
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isolated from Waylee such as the 
muffin cart. Everything has become 
a complete inconvenience for the 
displaced teachers that were once 
taken for granted. 

“We miss out on popcorn 
Wednesdays here at Waylee, and 
when we have fun food Fridays...
the people at Waylee would have 

to travel to 
the main 
campus to 
get some of 
that food,” 
Lancaster 
said.

The 
Waylee 
teachers 
also have 
the choice of 
parking at 
the Waylee 
lot on the 
side of the 

school which brings them even 
closer at being farther away from the 
high school.

To adapt to the longer trek, two 
minutes have been thoughtfully 
but inadequately added to the 
passing period on both ends of 
the journey. Even with the total of 
two extra minutes to travel to and 

from Waylee, it is still difficult 
to venture from the depths of 
Waylee into the caverns of the 
ancient high school within the 
allo�ed time. 

Students are constantly 
late on both sides by at least 
a minute or so. This means 
delays in the start of class and 
some disruptions which can 
get annoying for teachers a�er 
nearly daily occurrences.

The teachers outcasted to 
Waylee have become Central’s 
familiar neighbors.  With the 
combination of tardy students, 
big puddles, complicated lunch 
plans and the overall physical 
seperation, the teachers at 
Waylee have a lot on their 
plate.  Even with the additional 
challenges, teachers at Waylee 
are determined to make this 
year successful.

“ Going over to 
Waylee feels like 
stepping in a foreign 
environment. 

CHRIS CZUK
Teacher

“

Students are beginning 
to dread the number seven 
almost as much as they fear 
the number thirteen.  The new  
passing time from Central to 
the added campus, Waylee, 
has students scrambling to 
arrive at class on time and 
avoid detentions.

Due to the renovation 
of the school, numerous 
classes have been shuffled 
to multiple buildings.  
Students are running from 
the 2000 wing upstairs to the 
great outdoors to Waylee 
Elementary, and with only 
seven minutes to do it.  Some 
students make this transfer 
barely in time to not be 
considered tardy.  

“I have to power walk 
to get there [Waylee] by the 
bell. So if I forget something, 
I can’t get it,” sophomore 
Kenneth Smith said.  

With classes distributed 
all over the place, it’s difficult 
to be on time sometimes.  
There are fi�een teachers at 
Waylee, three at CMS and one 
teacher at the administration 
building.  They were 
distributed this way in order 
to keep most areas of study 
together. 

“We’ve tried to keep 
most classes together so 
students don’t have to run 
back and forth to Waylee,” 
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Assitant Principal Jason Frink 
said.  Unfortunately, there are 
still a select few who do.

Senior Andrew 
Trevarrow transfers five to 
six times a day because he 
has classes in five different 
buildings.  

“It’s a constant rush,” 
Trevarrow said.  “I can get 
from the top [of Central] to 
room twenty-five [Waylee] in 
probably eight minutes, but I 
have to kick it into gear.”

With an average walking 
time of four minutes from 
Central to Waylee, only three 
minutes are available for 
students to move through the 
already overcrowded halls of 
Central.

Students have had a hard 
enough time ge�ing to places 
in Central and now they have 
to run to Waylee on top of it. 

“From Ms. Moss to Mr. 
Taylor’s, it’s a long haul, 
but it’s doable,” Frink said.  
The trip may be doable, but 
students are still cu�ing 
it close with only seven 
minutes. 

“I don’t like the walk to 
Waylee...It’s pre�y ridiculous 
that you get an added two 
minutes to go an extra four 
minutes,” Smith said.

Students’ say on Waylee

The new campus 
on the block
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Walking on sunshine
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