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GETTING ACCUSTOMED: Offi cer Eric Kline works hard getting to know the students and new responsibilities of the school. Kline has 
replaced former Offi cer Ray Scott and will serve a three-year term here. 

There’s a new sheriff in the hallways

BY KEENAN CRONYN
Editor-in-Chief 

Fluorescent lighting, a football action fi gure with a 
matching helmet, a replica car, a tub of pretzels, a mini fridge, 
and a sack of candy occupy this room.  Is this the dorm room of 
a football player with a sweet tooth?
     No, this small dorm-like offi  ce is the home base of the 
school’s new liaison offi  cer, Eric Kline.  
     For six years, Offi  cer Ray Sco�  carefully protected the 
student body and managed to be a chameleon as he walked the 
thin line between friends and trusted professional like a trapeze 
artist.  
     On the verge of retirement, Sco�  decided to return to regular 
patrol, and a� er four serious applicants Principal Eric Alburtus 
was able to make a decision on the new sheriff  in town: 37-
year-old Eric Kline.
     “Not all offi  cers are made for interacting with students, but 
it’s hard to beat youth and it’s hard to beat energy; he’s very 
comfortable introducing himself,” Alburtus said of Kline.
     Kline spends 20 minutes patrolling the halls each morning, 
meeting and greeting students.  His extroverted approach 
to students comes from Kline being what he calls “young at 
heart”.  This husband and dad still fi nds time for paintball and 
fl ag football on the weekends, which he agrees helps make 
relationships with students just a bit easier.
     “It’s kind of hard because even if you didn’t talk with 
(Offi  cer Sco� ) you still knew who he was,” Senior Kevin 
Ledden said.  “But we’re only a week into school, and I’ve 
already seen (a lot of) our new offi  cer.”
     With only a three-year contract Kline is already working 
fast to make a positive impact on the student body.  His goal 
for balance in student relationships is acting as a catalyst in his 
ambition.
     “I want to be well-liked and comfortable to approach,” Kline 
said.  “It’s important and I hope students will trust me with 
their problems at home or in school.”
     Though being liked is important, both Kline and Alburtus 
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agree trust is the key to success in this situation.
     “At the same time that I want to be a friend, I also want 
people to know that I’m not going to be ‘that person’ when I see 
a complaint,” Kline said.
     If that weren’t enough for a rookie on the job, Kline is also 
responsible for each of the 3 buildings our students inhabit.
     “We’re now in 5 spots,” Alburtus said.  “You can’t just add 
square feet and not increase the risk of security.”

     Construction; paired with his other responsibilities of 
directing heavy senior lot traffi  c, a� ending numerous athletic 
events and handling cases can wear on anyone a� er time.
     Kline remains optimistic to fi nd a perfect balance between 
his new responsibilities, his new family and a growing school.  
Trying to fi nd an equilibrium of trust and student relationships 
is what even he agrees is “going to be a diffi  cult test.”

New police liaison offi cer hopes to build bridges with students
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Learning a lesson the hard way

LEARNING THROUGH EXPERIENCE: Jason King’s truck fl ipped 2½ times before he was able to crawl through the passenger’s side window and walk away 
from a serious accident Labor Day weekend.
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Junior hopes others will learn from his experience
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emergency room in an ambulance. As I was driving my truck 
about 4:30 p.m., a sharp le�  turn approached.

As I began to brake and take the curve, my rear tires 
slipped into some gravel on the side of the road. There were no 
shoulders on this road, but I naturally took the curve wide, as if 
shoulders were there.

This move turned out to be the wrong one. My truck 
swerved horizontally into the road and then fl ipped 2½ times, 
landing with me upside down in a ditch. By some miracle of 
God, I managed to crawl out the passenger side window and 
walk away from the wreck.

Shortly a� er, a passerby near the crash dialed 9-1-1, I was 
sent to the emergency room and eventually went home with 
merely a cervical sprain and sprained shoulder. These injuries 
were a joke compared to what should have been broken, once I 
had seen the actual damage to my truck.

I’m not taking this opportunity to try and get people to 
feel sympathy for me; instead, I want to send a clear message to 

I will always remember Sept. 6 as a life-changing 
day. You see, that Sunday I crashed my truck and escaped 
death by just a hair. Sounds pre� y dramatic, but the truth 
is considering what happened, I should be injured a lot 
more than I was, or even worse – dead.

What started out as a routine drive to work at 
the Miracle Camp in Lawton turned into a trip to the 

everyone: driving can be and is dangerous. I know adults 
always nag about driving carefully or urge you to go 
the speed limit, but contrary to belief, they aren’t doing 
this just to get on our nerves. They are speaking from 
experience.

Most parents have been in accidents and are just 
trying to pass on a lesson the easy way. I unfortunately 
learned the same lesson the hard way.

Drive carefully, even if you’re late. Driving over the 
speed limit and dangerously is not worth it. Being alive 
defi nitely is.

doyouhave a story to tell?
Submit your guest column to 
thecentralstampede@gmail.com. 
It should be school-related and 
between 400 and 600 words.
If it’s good, we’ll run it!


