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2010 MUSTANG ROUNDUP 

important senior dates:
Senior Picture and Quote due Nov. 2nd

Senior Memory Ads due Dec. 7th

homecoming week book sales:
This week only! October 5-9

$50.00 Book

$10.00 Spring Supplement

$5.00 Name Plaque

checks payable to portage central high school in room 300!

save $5

YEARBOOK

Though frustrating, students fi nd humor in walk to Waylee

Visit us at our site - www.portageps.org for all your 
information needs and sign up for our e-mail List 

Service news messages.

OR

Follow us on Twitter:
www.twitter.com/portageschools

BY CARLY NAGENGAST
Staff Writer

It’s a normal a� ernoon in the 300 hall, 
just like any other school day. The sky is 
blue, the air is fresh, and then there’s a 
rumble outside the window as pencils ji� er 
in place on a desk and fall off  the edge. 

Something seem amiss? 
If you answered ‘no’, then no worries! 

You’re not insane; you simply a� end 
Portage Central. 

Long before our fi rst day of school, 
active construction not only morphed our 
school buildings but encompassed the 
remains of its survivors.

The most notable change throughout 
this multiple-year transition is not the noisy 
disturbances during class periods, however, 
but the relocation of several teachers and 
classes to the Waylee Elementary building, 
forcing the majority of our students to 
make at least one extended trek to and from 
Waylee each day. 

“It should be a gym credit,” said junior 
Connor Eckler, who has four classes at 
Waylee during the school day. “It gives you 
a workout.”  

There are developing concerns about 
the sort of experience to come during the 
rest of the academic year for those students 
who have to make this extra journey daily. 

“So far, it’s fi ne since the weather is 
good,” sophomore Emma Singer said a� er 
one of her three classes at Waylee. “But 
when it starts snowing, it’s [going to] suck.”

Students have expressed concerns other 
than that of physical tribulations.

“[The walk] takes the social time out of 
high school,” said senior Michael Kasten, 
who a� ends three classes in the former 
elementary building. 

“You kind of feel you’re not part of 
Central,” Singer said. 

Kasten even went so far as to explain 
how estranged he feels. 

“Sometimes I feel like a penguin alone in 
the desert [during the passing periods],” he said, 
“when I’m walking between schools, and I’m 
too far between schools, and I’m too far away to 
see any friends, and I’m away from my natural 
environment.” 

A� er all is said and done, however, students  
realize this is all for the greater good. The 
construction will eventually clear, and students 
of the future will have a superior environment to 
learn in and prepare themselves for their future 
lives. 

In the mean time, “it’s sort of a daily 
reminder of what they’re trying to do for us,” 
Eckler said. 

Following the gray cement trail
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Random Thoughts from

ZACK ANDERSON

 Senior year: It’s what we have been waiting for 
our entire lives.  We sat through fi ve horrendous 
years of elementary school, sipping on juice boxes and 
taking naps.  We’ve tried to suppress the memories of 
middle school with all of its awkwardness.  We’ve even 
managed to wade our way through three years of high 
school, because we could just smell that the end was 
near.
 But look at us now, we’re right back where we le�  
off  some 12 years ago — lugging ourselves back and 
forth, to and from Waylee.
 What happened to the hustle and bustle of the 300 
hall?  Where is our senior wall?  How about the constant 
aimless wandering throughout the halls every day?   
 These next two years are coming at a rough spot 
in our high school careers.  Not really gaining anything 
from the construction, we still have to deal with its 
inconveniences.  Somehow we are going to have to 
make the path to Waylee a bit sexier, especially with 
the looming snow fronts that are beginning to form just 
beyond the horizon.
 I have heard suggestions ranging from a path for us 
to scooter and bike on, to a golf cart shipping kids back 
and forth, charging $1 per ride.  One easy way to pass 
from the two buildings would be to buy a fresh pair of 
Heelys.  We’re all si� ing in an elementary school, so we 
might as well wear what we wore then, too.
 The path does have some advantages that walking 
through the halls doesn’t off er, and senior Sean Magee 
was open to discussing his favorite part about walking to 
Waylee.
 “I can let out all of my farts…  It’s about one every 
three steps,” Magee said.
 Since we never have time to properly utilize the 
senior wall like classes in the past have been able to, why 
not designate a few stones out there that we are allowed 
to decorate and make our own?  Senior Mikey Martin 

was all for the idea.
 “It would be cool if we could just spray paint some of 
these stones and chill out there. It’d be kind of nice on warm 
days,” Martin said.
 Waylee teachers are even feeling like they are secluded 
from the rest of the world out at Waylee, missing some of the 
luxuries that they use to enjoy at the main campus.  Social 
studies teacher Marc Uhlmann off ered up a clever suggestion 
to make Waylee feel more like home, saying that if “Popcorn 
Wednesday” could move its station to the middle of the path 
between the two buildings, teachers and students who are 
being deprived from this great event will now once again be 
included.
 The trek that we undertake every day between Waylee 
and the high school is a major headache for all of us, and we 
all wish that things could go back to the way they were in 
years past.  However, we can fi nd new ways to make the path 
between the schools more fun than we could ever imagine, 
and this year will once again feel like senior year.
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Zack Anderson’s feature column appears monthly in the 
Central Stampede.

Seniors: Make the path our own
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SO CLOSE, BUT SO FAR AWAY: Students regularly 
make the trek to Waylee Elementary during 
passing time.


