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From Classroom 
to Movie Set

 Sean Kingston is 
back with his new 
album “Tomorrow,” 
released on Sept. 
22.  Along with his 
hit song “Beautiful 
Girls”, “Fire Burning” 
made Billboard’s 
Top 100 Music Hits. 

This teenage sensation 
mixes up the beat from reggae to hip-hop 
while keeping the focus on the Jamaican 
theme. The high-energy choruses, although 
somewhat repetitive, allow the listener to sing 
and dance along. Kingston creates relatable 
songs that teenagers can sympathize with 
making “Tomorrow” an album worth buying 
for future rappers and hipsters alike.

RISING STAR: Senior Chase Maser stars alongside Disney star Kay Panabaker in the upcoming 
film “The Lake Effect.”

No longer are PC students famous only 
on the auditorium stage. Mustangs have 
shown up in movies as extras as well as lead 
roles in recent years. One of those students is 
senior Chase Maser, who plays a lead in the 
independent film “The Lake Effect.”

In the movie, Maser costars with Kay 
Panabaker of “The Disney Channel” and 
the upcoming movie “Fame.” He also stars 
beside Ross Partridge of “As the World 
Turns,” and Tara Summers, who played 
Katie Lloyd in “Boston Legal.”  

Maser starred in a lead role in the 
Portage Central production of “All Shook 
Up” as Chad and in “Marvin’s Room” 
as Hank at the Farmers Alley Theatre in 
downtown Kalamazoo. It was in the second 
weekend of that show that Maser got his big 
break. 

Kathy Mulay, director of the Portage 
Central Drama Department as well as the 
vice chair at Farmers Alley Theatre, came 
to him a�er the show and explained that 
someone wanted to talk to him about a part 
in a movie. At first, Maser didn’t believe 
Mulay, until the director of the movie, Tara 
Miele, came backstage to talk to him. 

 “I was  freaking out like a li�le girl,” 
Maser said about meeting the movie’s 
director.

 Miele explained that the character she 
had in mind for him was along the same 
lines of Maser’s in “Marvin’s Room.” She 
gave him the dates and times of the auditions 
held in South Haven. 

At auditions, Maser was first given a 
script to do a cold reading. A�er this reading, 
the director said he did a good job and 
suggested he return for callbacks. 

The majority of those trying out were 
much older than 17-year-old Maser and 
there were around seven people going for 
the same part. Against all odds, Maser kept 
ge�ing called back. He was there for hours, 
reading with one girl a�er another.

As the day wore on, Maser watched as 
each actor picked up his or her bags and le� 
the auditions until it was just he and another 
girl. A�er the final reading, Miele said that 
they’d be in touch. Maser returned to his car 
with a skip in his step to discover a parking 
ticket. He had been at the auditions so long 
that the meter had run out.

 Three weeks went by until Maser heard 
anything about the movie.

“The wait was excruciating,” Maser said. 
“I told myself that there was no way I had 
go�en the part.”

 On an early Saturday morning, he 
received a call from a number he didn’t 
recognize. Ignoring it, Maser later listened to 
the message from the producer of the movie. 
He got the part and rehearsals began in early 
June. They filmed in South Haven, Covert 

and Kalamazoo.
Maser stars as the character Jace, who is 

a seemingly introverted person until someone 
breaks through his tough outer shell. The 
character has had a turbulent past and he uses 
playing in a band and music as an escape.

“Jace is someone people wouldn’t think 
much of until they got to know him,” Maser 
said of his character. “He’s like a dog that 
barks at you until it gets comfortable. Then it’ll 
calm down and lick your hand.”

In the movie, Maser gets Kay Panabaker’s 
character, Celia, pregnant. Celia then returns 
to the household she was kicked out of and 
reconnects with her father, Rob, played by 
Ross Partridge.

Being Panabaker’s boyfriend in the movie 
set him up for some romantic scenes. To 
avoid the awkwardness, Maser substituted 
Panabaker for someone he actually had those 
feelings for, therefore making it more realistic.

Jace is almost the exact opposite of the 
characters students have seen Maser play in 
the past. He is neither the smooth yet hilarious 
roustabout, nor the overly excited child he 
played last year.

“Everyone in school thinks of me as the 
funny guy because I’m always smiling and 
joking around, but I’m not like that in real 
life,” Maser said. “I’m actually really mellow 
when I’m alone so I relate to serious characters 
more. I can implement myself more in them.” 

The movie is scheduled to come out in 
January, first at the Sundance Film Festival in 
Park City, Utah. 

Maser’s isn’t the only PC face showing 
up in movies. Two other students, Jordan 
Teachout and Morgan Torre, both juniors, 

have played extras in films. 
“Joshua” and “Cherry” are two films 

Teachout has participated in. She played 
an extra in “Joshua,” filmed in Illinois, and 
was a stunt double in “Cherry,” filmed in 
Kalamazoo. Teachout learned of these parts 
from her father, who is in the movie business. 

Torre was an extra in the movie with 
Maser. Torre learned about the part because 
Maser wanted the support of some of his 
friends.

He hoped they would be interested in 
being the extras that the movie needed. Torre 
was one of those friends, and it turned into a 
“really, really cool experience,” she said. 

Torre believes that being in the movie will 
help her acting and performance career. 

“Doing anything, even in small 
community theaters, gives you experience 
and teaches you how everything works. Just 
working at it and doing things like this helps,” 
Torre said. 

Maser agrees that this movie will 
positively affect his future. Many producers, 
directors, writers and actors a�end the 
Sundance Film Festival, opening up many 
more opportunities for him to be cast in other 
films. 

 “There are always people who are 
searching for young actors. I think I have 
something to offer,” Maser said.

The path these students are taking before 
they’re even out of high school proves they 
do have something to offer. Portage Central 
students will probably be popping up even 
more on the big screen as students like 
Teachout, Torre and Maser continue to climb 
their way to Hollywood. 

  Art Hop      Oct. 2
What?The Kalamazoo Art Hop 
featuring local artistsWhere?Downtown Kalamazoo

When?Tonight, starting at 5 p.m.
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       O
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A Taste of Texas Corners
Oct. 3 & 4What?A farmer’s market, local per-

formers, food & magic showWhere?Q Avenue and 8th Street, the 

corner of Asiago’s parking lot
When?Saturday 8a.m. to 11 p.m. 
and Sunday noon to 5p.m.

Taylor Swift in concert
      Oct. 2What?Taylor Swi� in concert 

during her fall tourWhere?Van Andel Arena in down-

town Grand RapidsWhen?Tonight, beginning at 7:30 p.m.

  Taylor Swift in concert
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Julie Halpern                 
get well soon  
Fiction 

     Hautman’s 15-year-
old Kelleigh is relatable 
and clever, resorting to 
joyrides in strangers’ cars 
as a means of relieving 
the stress caused by her 
best friend’s strange new 
behavior, her lawyer-
father’s embarrassing 
defense of a rapist, and 
her sort-of-boyfriend’s 

awkward advances. The fast-paced novel 
is laugh-out-loud funny and surprisingly 
thoughtful, great for reading between classes 
or right before bed.

                                    - Christianna Gluys

Pete Hautman             
How To Steal A Car 
Fiction 

Quick Hits

Books

Music

     “Get Well Soon” is 
an extremely exciting 
and wi�y book up 
until the very joyous 
end.  It showed me 
that even in a mental 
hospital, wit, humor 
and happiness can 
be found.  Overall 
the book is a highly 
upli�ing story that 
keeps readers guessing 
main character Anna’s 

nex move and rooting for her victory.
                                    - Amber Lester

- Emma Page

An all-access guide
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this weekend

A Taste Of Texas Corners

      Oct. 3 & 4
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