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Issue 10 - May/June 2011PNHS  1000 Idaho   Portage MI 49024    269-323-5400

NOT A TAX INCREASE - Countywide Millage Renewal on May 3 Ballot

Voters throughout Kalamazoo County and the nine school districts will see a school funding renewal question on the upcoming 
May 3 ballot. This millage brings approximately $3 million a year to Portage Schools, or about $340 per student. 

In our District, these funds support a variety of instructional offerings and help limit class sizes. 
The ballot question is for a three-year renewal of the existing 1.5 mill property tax. Taxpayers will be paying the same rate for 
this millage as they have paid for the past six years. 

Absentee voting is available if you will not be able to visit your polling location on Election Day; contact your city or township 
clerk to request a ballot: Portage City Clerk: 329-4511; Texas Township Clerk: 375-1591; Pavilion Township Clerk: 327-0462; 
Kalamazoo City Clerk: 337-8793.

The millage was first passed in 2005 in response to State cuts to per-pupil funding and renewed by voters in 2008. 
It is important to note that operations spending, which supports instructional programs, is separate from funds raised through 
bonds for construction and renovation of facilities. 

Financial Stewardship

Portage Schools has made more than $5 million in cuts since 2003 in response to reductions in state funding, while working 
hard to ensure minimal impact to instruction and student achievement. During these years, the District has kept necessary 
cuts as far away from the classroom as possible. 

According to a recent bulletin from the Michigan Department of Education, the administrative operational costs of Portage 
Schools ranks among the lowest 11% in the State. The District also continues to be recognized for financial reporting from the 
Association of School Business Officials and the Government Finance Officers Association. 

Last year, to help balance the budget and avoid layoffs, all employees in the District agreed to a pay cut, along with increased 
insurance costs. To help balance the budget for the 2011-2012 school year, the Portage Schools administrative team has agreed 
to an overall 6% cut in compensation.

For More Information

Read more online at www.portageps.org (see the Vote May 3 link), call 323-5167, or read the Q&A at www.kresa.org.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
As we near the end of the 2010-11 school year the accomplishments of our staff and students are continuing to 
amaze those around the state!  We have many students that are being honored at many banquets and receiving 
scholarships as a result of their hard work and dedication.  In addition, Northern High School is very fortunate to 
have an exceptional staff that is dedicated to our students and has a keen focus on increasing student learning!  
Their work this past year has translated to more than a 30% reduction in failing grades and that is not possible 
without a continued focus and effort to connect with students!  Without their efforts to increase student achieve-
ment we wouldn't see these results.  Not only are teachers connecting with our students, but the connection our 
teachers are making with parents is also another key element to our continued success.  Remember as the year 
wraps up please encourage your child to finish the year strong!  Have a great summer!
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S EXAM SCHEDULES 2010-2011
SENIOR EXAMS - May 20, 23 and 24th  during regular class periods

If seniors do not clean out their lockers, ALL PAPERS AND PERSONAL ITEMS left in lockers will be discarded.•	
All BOOK CHARGES or other fees owed by your student must be taken care of by noon, May 25th, or your senior •	
will not have the privilege of walking in the Graduation Ceremony.

UNDERCLASSMEN EXAMS Grades 9, 10 & 11  May 31, June 1, 2 and 3, 2011
SPECIAL NOTES

Cafeteria will not be open – may bring own sack lunch.•	
Seminar classes do NOT meet.•	
Students must take their final exams in order to pass their class.•	
During Exam sessions – •	 no deliveries will be made.
If your student must leave a session early, this MUST be arranged with their Grade Office •	 PRIOR to 7:43 a.m.
Study Hall is available in the afternoon in the cafeteria & buses will leave at the usual times.•	

FRIDAY, May 27TH  - REVIEW DAY and LOCKER CLEAN-OUT 
      (All papers and personal items left in lockers will be discarded.)

TUESDAY, May 31st
7:45 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.		 1st Period
9:55 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.	 2nd Period
Buses leave at 12:15 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1st 
7:45 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.		 3rd Period
9:55 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.	 4th Period
Buses leave at 12:15 p.m

THURSDAY, JUNE 2nd
7:45 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.		 5th Period
9:55 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.	 6th Period
Buses leave at 12:15 p.m.

FRIDAY, JUNE 3rd
7:45 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.		 7th Period
9:55 a.m. – 10:55 a.m.	 Make Up Exam Time
Buses leave @ 11:07 a.m.

HIGH SCHOOL YEAR END BUS SCHEDULE REMINDER

On exam days (May 31, June 1, 2,) school is dismissed at 11:55 a.m.  Buses depart at 12:15 p.m.

On the last day (June 3) school is dismissed at 10:55 A.M. Buses depart at 11:07 A.M.

Shuttle Bus between Northern and Central    May 31, June 1, 2, only 
       3  shuttle runs at 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 11:55 a.m. 

June 3 last shuttle @ 10:45 A.M.

EFE/EFA, KAMSC & etc. shuttle buses will go as scheduled until students notify the drivers that they will no longer 
need the service.

SHARED TIME STUDENTS
You should follow exam schedules. Atten-
dance is expected at both sites if there is 
no exam schedule conflict. In case of con-
flict, follow the home school schedule

LAST DAY FOR CAFETERIA
Last day for Cafeteria lunch is Friday, May 
27th.  LUNCH WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE IN 
THE CAFETERIA ON EXAM DAYS.  Students 
who must remain at school may bring a 
lunch from home.  BREAKFAST will continue 
to be served on May 31, June 1, 2, and 3.

If you have any questions, please call 
Northern High (323-5400) 
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STUDENT FINES FOR SENIORS
“Student Fine” letters will be mailed home this month to seniors with outstanding fines.  We encourage you to take care of them 
immediately so you can enjoy your graduation experience.  

The deadline to pay fines is as follows:  All fines over $75.00 must be paid no later than Friday, April 29, 2011. All fines under 
$75.00 must be paid by noon on May 25, 2011. 

Seniors with outstanding fines will not have the privilege to walk in the Graduation ceremonies on May 25, 2011 and will not re-
ceive their diploma until all fines are paid.

Please feel free to contact the Main Office (323-5561) if you have any questions.

STUDENT FINES – AN EXPLANATION
At the beginning of the school year, teachers assign each student a textbook using the number stamped on the inside covers.  Your 
student is responsible for the care and return of that same textbook at the end of the school year.

If the book is not returned, the teacher will charge your student the cost of replacing it.  Students may also be charged fines for 
returning damaged books, art fees, language workbooks, athletic/music uniforms and any other property belonging to Portage 
Public Schools.

“Student Fines” are recorded on the students file in the Main Office until:

1.	 The book is returned to the Main Office/or teacher in good condition, or
2.	 The book is paid for.

These fines will stay with the student until they graduate and may accumulate over the course of their high school year.   If you 
have a senior with outstanding fines, they will not have the privilege to walk in the Graduation ceremonies and will not receive 
their diploma until all fines are paid. 

“Student Fine” letters will be mailed home to parents throughout the month of May and the beginning of June.  If you receive a 
letter, we encourage you to discuss it with your student.  Please feel free to contact the Main Office (323-5561) if you have any 
questions.

BOOK DONATIONS
The Portage Northern Book Club is accepting donations of used and new books from all genres from 5th grade level to adult read-
ing levels.  Label your donation in care of John Fitzpatrick. Drop your donation of books off at the PN main office anytime during 
school hours.  The PN Book Club and students thank you for making reading opportunities available.
 

PA
RE

N
T

PERSPECTIVE

As the school year draws to a close, I would like to take this opportunity to reinforce the single most effec-
tive way to protect yourself in a motor vehicle crash- wearing seatbelts.  The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration estimates 13,000 lives are saved each year by drivers and passengers wearing their seatbelts.  
Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death in the United States for 15 to 20 year olds.  Always buckling 
up should be the rule, not an exception.  Air bags are designed to work with seatbelts in a crash, not by them-
selves.  Please remind your student to wear their seatbelt, whether they are driving or are a passenger in a car, 
and remember to set the example for them.   I wish you all a safe and relaxing summer break!

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS  Northern High Main Office Only

June 13 to August 19    7:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
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WHY DO I HAVE TO PAY?

The question “Why do I have to pay” seems present more or more as spectators come to sporting events at Northern. 
Some think it’s not fair to charge after they have purchased their son or daughter basketball shoes, spirit wear, and 
other miscellaneous athletic gear. Others think it is unfair that we charge students to attend games to support their 
own school. Yet others are upset that we do not honor their pass from their school. It may just be the tough financial 
times that have cause this question to come up more now than in the past, but whatever the reason, I will try to 
shed some light on how the athletic budget functions in the Portage Public Schools and provide fans with some cost 
saving tips.

The athletic budget in the Portage Public Schools is unique in that not all of the money used to support athletics 
comes directly from the general fund. Sure we have budget items like transportation, coaches’ salaries, field main-
tenance, etc. that do come from the general fund, but we also have several other expenses like officials fees, entry 
fees, equipment and uniform purchases that do not. Portage operates on a unique system where the athletic depart-
ment is asked to function on all the revenue which is generated from the gate receipts. We must pay for uniforms, 
other equipment, tournament entry fees, officials, and costs associated with MHSAA tournaments (i.e. hotels) from 
the revenue collected at each of the games. So when someone asks “why do I have to pay”, the simple answer would 
be to help us keep the ability to maintain our athletic teams.

Without the gate receipts, there would be no money to purchase new uniforms for teams when they become worn 
out. There would be no money to pay for entry fees for our teams to compete in tournaments. There would be no 
money to buy even the basic equipment for teams. There would be no money to pay officials to work our home games 
(some would argue their so bad, they don’t deserve to be paid). Obviously, you get the point. We survive on the funds 
that we collect at the gate and as much as it may hurt or seem unfair to pay that five dollars at the gate, be assured 
it goes right back into our teams.

With that being said, there are some great ways to save when attending Portage Northern sporting events. The 
athletic department offers a variety of pass options which are great deals. For our students, we offer the activity 
pass for $50. This pass allows students unlimited access to home sporting events. This pass is a great deal and pays 
for itself in just ten events. The students at Northern have the option to attend over 100 events each year! For our 
parents and families, we offer the 20 punch pass for $80. This pass allows 20 entrances in to our events and can be 
used by anyone in the family. When the punches are gone, a new pass can be purchased. This option gives fans a 20% 
savings over at-the-door prices.

The next time you find yourself attending a Northern sporting event, please remember that your money helps to 
support our teams and provide our kids with the best possible experience in athletics. These are experiences that 
the kids will remember and talk about for the rest of their lives and as spectators you will have experienced it with 
them. In my mind, $5 a game is a small price to provide our kids with the experiences and memories.

FOOTBALL

Check out Portage Northern Football on the web at www.portagenorthernfootball.org and “Like”  us on our new 
Northern Football facebook page.

ATHLETICS
PHYSICALS FOR THE 2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR

Date:  Monday, May 16, 2011		 Time:  6:00 ~ 7:00 p.m.
Location:  PNHS 			   Cost:  $30

All students must bring a completed “2011/2012 PPS Athletic Physical Exam/Consent” and it must be signed by 
a parent prior to a physician seeing you.  The doctors will not see you unless a parent has signed. This is a quick 
and easy way to get your physical done now and not have to rush or worry about getting it done prior to your season. 
Forms are available in the athletic office or online using link below.

http://www.portageps.org/Schools/High/nhs/athletics/forms/default.aspx
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ALL BUS RIDERS MUST REGISTER FOR 2011-2012 TRANSPORTATION
Do you want your student to ride the school bus next year?  

All Portage students must register for bus service in order for the Transportation Department to design efficient, low-
cost bus routes.  Portage students are not scheduled for bus service unless the parents/guardians notify the trans-
portation department in writing in advance. 

How to sign-up:
Pick up a Transportation Request form at any PPS school, the Transportation Office, or online at www.portageps.1.	
org/departments/transportation.
Submit completed forms to the Transportation Office via:2.	

		  -Fax: (269) 323-5193
		  -Email: transportation@portageps.org
		  -Mail: 8111 S. Westnedge, Portage, MI 49002
		  -Give the form to your student’s bus driver

Beginning May 1, you may register online at www.portageps.org.   Eligible students signing up for transportation will 
be assigned to bus stops based on their home address. 

Walking To School  
As a reminder, students may be expected to walk to school depending on the location of your residency.   Elementary 
students may walk up to ½ mile to a bus stop, while middle and high school students may walk up to 1 mile to a bus 
stop wherever appropriate walkways and traffic signs are available.  

Registration Deadline is June 30

If you would like your students to ride the bus next year, please sign-up early. Bus assignments will be based on the 
student’s home address as listed on his or her school records. Students signing up by June 30 will receive a postcard 
in late August with specific transportation information.  For more information, please ask your bus driver or call 323-
5151.  

Thank you in advance for your timely responses.  Don’t delay, sign up today.  You don’t want to miss the bus!

VOLUNTARY STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE PROGRAM
During this school year the Portage Board of Education made available a voluntary student accident insurance pro-
gram.  Since the District has made this insurance available, an increasing number of parents/guardians have been 
taking advantage of this inexpensive policy.  This fact dictates that as a community service, we will continue to offer 
this voluntary insurance.

The District offers this program because of trends in rising family health and dental insurance costs, increased de-
ductibles, and co-payments.  Furthermore, in an attempt to limit the Districts' rising insurance costs, this program 
provides an alternative for claims due to accidental injuries that unfortunately occur on our property.  This is the 
case for both during and after school hours.

The plan described in the brochure you'll receive in the fall has been designed to respond to diverse family insur-
ance needs.  Coverage provided can help decrease the burden of unexpected medical and dental expenses, including 
those left unpaid due to family insurance deductibles and co-payments.

As it relates to middle and high school interscholastic athletics, this voluntary insurance plan also provides coverage 
for all sports except grades 9 through 12 tackle football.  In that the District requires athletic insurance, you should 
consider this policy for the coverage it will provide you and your child.  A separate policy for high school interscho-
lastic football is also made available before practice begins in August.

Please watch for the enrollment forms at the start of the next school year. 
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NOTES FROM THE COUNSELING OFFICE…
2011-2012 Schedules:
Students will receive their schedules for the 2011-2012 school year in late May.  At that time, please 
check in with your student regarding their schedule.  Throughout the scheduling process, a class may 
have been dropped due to low enrollment or a schedule may be incomplete due to schedule (class) con-
flicts.   Counselors will talk with students regarding these issues in an attempt to resolve them; however, 
your student’s schedule may have been affected since new classes will need to be added in order to 
replace the dropped or conflicted class.  Please note: the only schedule changes that will be permitted 
are those in which level changes are required (i.e. class failure or poor class performance) or a student is missing an hour due to 
the dropped class or schedule conflict.  In order to maintain the integrity of the scheduling process, no other schedule changes 
will be allowed.  This includes teacher, lunch, or seminar requests.  We appreciate your cooperation with this matter.

The 2011-2012 Academic Awards Programs schedule is as follows:
THURSDAY, MAY 12TH:
	 11TH GRADE:		  Ceremony begins at 8:45  a.m.
	 10th GRADE:		  Ceremony begins at 10:45 a.m.
	 9th GRADE:		  Ceremony begins at 1:15   p.m.
	 SENIORS:		  Evening program begins at 6:30 p.m.
	 All ceremonies are in the PN auditorium.

Senior News / Graduation News:
PLEASE WELCOME MRS. CINDY FIGUEROA AS THE NEW SENIOR CLASS ADVISOR!

Her contact info is:  323-5424 and cfigueroa@portageps.org.  •	
Be sure to check your “senior calendar” that was mailed out in April.•	
If you do not have a calendar, pick up one in your grade office.•	
Prepare for graduation.  Make sure all your credits and grades are up to date and correct.  Contact your counselor if you have •	
concerns.
Make sure that all your PE waivers are turned in, if applicable.  If you do not have waivers turned in, you will not graduate!•	
Sign up for Grad Bash at the registration tables during lunch.•	
Be sure to have your cap & gown ordered and paid for before graduation!  All cap & gown info is located in your grade office •	
(Mrs. Augustine).

Important Dates for Seniors:
May 2:  Senior Academic Awards “practice” in auditorium:  3rd hour.•	
May 3:  Josten’s will be in auditorium for cap & gown delivery.•	
Be sure to bring your cap & gown to graduation.  If you forget one or lose one, the prices are:  $48 (cap & gown) and $12 •	
(stole).
May 11:  Senior class meeting in auditorium: 3rd hour.•	
May 12:  Senior Academic Awards:  6:30 pm PN Auditorium•	
May 17:  Senior Breakfast:  7-8 a.m. in cafeteria.  Senior envelopes (with graduation tickets, class pictures, senior notes, •	
etc…) handed out.
May 20:  Senior exams begin.•	
May 25:  GRADUATION at 7:00 p.m. at Miller Auditorium @ WMU!!! •	
EXTRA TICKETS FOR GRADUATION:    Each student will receive approximately 12 tickets to graduation.  Students are asked to •	
turn in their extra tickets to the counseling office immediately.  We will hold the extra tickets here in the counseling office 
and will disperse them to students who need additional tickets.  

Final Transcripts for Seniors

It is the student’s responsibility to make sure that his/her final transcript is sent to the college s/he plans to attend in the fall.   
Students who do not complete the “college survey” or indicate their final choice, will not have a final transcript sent out.  It is 
imperative that college bound seniors confirm with Mrs. Beverly in the counseling office to where they would like their final tran-
script sent.  

College Planning:
Counselors visited all English 11 classes during the last week in April to discuss college planning for all juniors.  A detailed presen-
tation was given and students received multiple handouts.  Some highlights are:  researching college options, arranging college 
tours/visits, taking and re-taking college entrance exams (ACT/SAT), funding tuition, the college application process and timeline 
and resources/tools to help guide them in these steps. To follow up with the group presentations, counselors will meet with stu-
dents individually during the first weeks of May.  Counselors are committed to providing the best opportunity for open discussion, 
planning and research for all juniors as they begin the college exploration process.
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Scholarships
All students are encouraged to check out scholarship info in the counseling office.  For any scholarship questions or 
concerns, please contact Mrs. Beverly at 323-5482.

ACT and SAT National Test Dates and Info
All test dates, info and registration occur online through each test’s website.
These sites also have great practice questions, practice tests & test descriptions.
For ACT testing info, go to www.actstudent.org.
For SAT testing info, go to www.collegeboard.com.

ACT National Test Dates and Info			   SAT National Test Dates and Info
Test Date		  Registration Deadline		  Test Date	 Registration Deadline
June 11, 2011		  May 6, 2011			   June 4, 2011	 May 6, 2011

	
AUDITS:
Counselors will individually “audit” each student upon completion of the second semester.  That means we will review each 
student’s transcript and credits earned.  If the student has failed a required class, the counselor will adjust the schedule for next 
year accordingly.  If the student is behind in credits necessary for graduation, the counselor will notify the parent and student via 
phone and a letter home.  The letter mailed home will outline credit recovery options available for students.  This information 
will be time sensitive as enrollment in summer online classes for credit recovery will be limited and classes will begin the first 
week in June.  Contact your student’s counselor if you have questions.

OFFICE HOURS:
The Counseling Office will remain open until the middle of June.  Hours will be 8:00 to 3:00 pm.  We will be closed for lunch from 
noon to 1:00 pm.  A counselor will be available until June 17th.  

2011-2012 Testing Dates

PSAT -October 15, 2011
ACT/MME - March 6,7, 8, 2012

Summer ideas for juniors:
*Visit colleges and get a list of possible schools pared down to final choices.
*Work on college essays.  Check out college applications online for your prospective schools.  Be familiar with what the application 
will require when you apply in the fall.
*Make a “brag sheet” (similar to a resume) of your high school activities to give to your counselor in the fall for your college ap-
plications.
*Request letters of recommendation from teachers (if needed) for your applications in the fall.
*Make plans to retake your ACT or SAT early in the fall, if you need to.
*Get a job or do volunteer work.  Both look good on college applications.
*Think about how to make your senior year the best ever!!

Summer ideas for sophomores:
*Work or volunteer somewhere.  You will need the experience.
*Accrue volunteer hours / experience now if you hope to be selected into the National Honor Society your junior year.  Keep ac-
curate records of events, names of coordinators, contact information and phone numbers.
*Put together a resume that you can add to as you gain more experience.
*Go online and visit college websites.
*Plan how to get more involved in Portage Northern next year!

Summer ideas for freshmen:
*Work or volunteer somewhere.  You will need the experience.
*Accrue volunteer hours / experience now if you hope to be selected into the National Honor Society your junior year.  Keep ac-
curate records of events, names of coordinators, contact information and phone numbers.
*Begin exploring your interests for post-high school.
*Take enrichment classes somewhere.
*Think about how to get more involved in Portage Northern next year!
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S ARTIST STUDIO 
SPOTLIGHT” – Rachel Stickney, Artist of the Month

From May 9th- May 24th, senior Rachel Stickney will be exhibiting her work in Northern’s 
Learning Commons. Rachel has been involved in the Visual Art program for four years and 
has taken Design I, Design II, Design III, Independent Study, and Drawing I, a dual enroll-
ment course offered by Kendall College of Art and Design. Rachel plans to pursue a career 
in Visual Arts at WMU this fall and was a local award winner at the Kalamazoo Institute 
of Arts High School Area Show. Rachel will be rotating her works throughout the month, so please drop by the Media 
Center frequently to view her portfolio!

Congratulations to Julia Braganini, MAEA Competition Award Winner 
Julia Braganini’s mixed media artwork has been selected to be part of this year’s Michigan Art Education Association 
High School Show. Her work will be exhibited at the Richmond Center, WMU during the Michigan Youth Arts Festival 
from May 12th-14th and is open for public viewing.  Congratulations on your success, Julia!

NORTHERN LIGHT DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME
Want the Portage Northern school newspaper, The Northern Light, delivered right to your house? It’s only $15 for all 
of next school year’s editions! If so, send an email to Ben Neal, advisor, with your name and address (bneal1@por-
tageps.org). You can also send a check made out to The Northern Light for the $15 to Portage Northern High School, 
1000 S. Idaho, Portage, MI 49024.  

Also, check out the paper online – www.thenorthernlight.info. However, don’t let the fact that the paper is online 
deter you from supporting the paper with a subscription.

YEARBOOK DISTRIBUTION INFO! 
Please plan to attend our 2010-2011 yearbook signing party in the fall of 2011 when the books arrive.  Yearbooks will 
be available for pick-up on or after Friday, September 9th.  Listen for more details regarding the yearbook signing 
party, as we near the first week of school.  Your yearbook staff appreciates your support!

FANTASTIC FORENSICS!!
Nineteen members of the Portage Northern forensic team attended the MSCI Novice State tourna-
ment on March 29th at Dexter High School.  All are first year participants.  Northern students took 
three 1st places in the eight events entered and were awarded the 1st place sweepstakes trophy 
as the Michigan Novice State Champions.  Individual First place winners include:

Katherine Rothe, Informative; Billy Rude, Dramatic Interpretation; Stephanie Beckner for Prose 
Interpretation.

The Portage Northern forensic team walked away with impressive results at the Class A, Region 
VII competition at Mattawan High School on Saturday, April 16th.  Forty-four Northern students 
competed in fourteen events and Northern students took twelve out of the fourteen first place fin-
ishes.  Students who qualified for the Michigan Interscholastic Forensics Association State Tourna-
ment to be held at Oakland University in Rochester on May 6th and 7th include:

Elizabeth Stone, Eric Krawczyk, Duo Nolan Gapske and Troy Robertson, Emily Morgan and Kristen Norris, Multiple  Spring Awak-
ening featuring Kari Bormann, Mary Fletcher, Ronni Hapman, Adam Mayer, Drew Moshier, Nathan Novaria, Emily Vellom, and 
Jake Vogds, Multiple Shrek featuring Katherine Andrews, Alex Billedeaux, Drew Bormann, Sarah Jane Carpenter, Brett Gowen, 
John Kramer, Billy Rude, and Allyson Williams, Larena Code, Nolan Marsh, Nat Zegree, Bryce Maurer, Buchanan Highhouse, Aly 
Badalamenti, Katie Noyes, Becky Thomason, Hannah Sawyer,  Rebecca Coryell, Philip Mulder, Alex Coryell, Brennan Mange, 
Sujay Dewan, Mackenzie Henry, Laura Jewett, Caitlin Utt, Maddy Price, Phoebe Huang, Alec Sullivan, Derek Krinock and Talya 
Spivak.  

Coaches for Northern include head coach Laurel Scheidt and assistant coaches James Menchinger, Brian Snell, Michael Scheidt, 
Robert Weiner, Adrian Blazek, Chris Wessell, and Elizabeth Heintzkill.
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REQUEST FOR NON-DISCLOSURE OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT PERSONAL 
INFORMATION TO MILITARY RECRUITERS (Section 9528 Request)

I, ________________________________, hereby exercise my federal right, granted to me by the Con-
gress of the United States under Section 9528 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as 
amended by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, (and any other state, federal, or local law or any school 
policy), and hereby request that the name, address, and telephone listing of: 
_________________________________________________ (name of student),  a current student at 
Portage Northern High School, not be released to military recruiters without prior parental consent. I do, 
however, consent, to the disclosure of such information to institutions of higher education other than mili-
tary schools.   Signed by:   ___ Student     ___ Parent    (Check One)

___________________________________________/__________  Signature/Date
______________________________________________________  Print Name
______________________________________________________  Address
_______________________________________________________ City/State/Zip 

This certificate can be signed by either student or a parent. A student does not need parental consent to submit this 
certificate. Any secondary school student, regardless of age, can sign this certificate and is authorized by law to sub-
mit this request. Parents can also sign this certificate for any secondary student. When completed, submit this form 
to: Portage Northern High School, 1000 Idaho, Portage MI 49024.  
Only one request is needed and is good throughout all of high school.

It is a violation of federal law to disregard this request and release the name, address, or telephone number of this 
student to any military recruiter without prior written parental or student consent. Reference - Section 9528(a)(2) of 
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.

The PNP offers a student-parent directory that is sold at the Portage Northern fall conferences.

Changes and omissions in the Student-Parent Directory from the school database must be done every year, with 
this form. We can add both parents’ phone numbers if requested yearly. 

If you wish to change your information in the directory, please fill out this form and drop it off at the main office, or 
send the form to our address:  	 PNHS, Attn: PNP,  1000 Idaho Portage, MI 49024.

THIS FORM WILL NOT ALTER INFORMATION IN THE SCHOOL DATABASE. (School database changes and use restric-
tions must be done through the Counseling Office Staff.)   Your data can be checked by calling the Counseling 
Office at 323-5475.

REMOVE ALL INFORMATION FROM THE 2011-2012 PTO DIRECTORY _______
REMOVE ADDRESS ___________	 REMOVE PHONE NUMBER __________

CHANGE PTO DIRECTORY TO  	LOOK LIKE THE FOLLOWING:

Student(s) Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________

Student(s) Grade(s) ________________________

Mother Name __________________________Phone________________

Father Name __________________________Phone ________________

Signed	_____________________________________________  Date _______________________
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Portage Northern Parents
Keeping You Connected with Information Parents Need to Know!

PNP Meeting - May 11 at 11:30 a.m. - Help us Welcome our New 2011-2012 Board!

Attend our monthly PNP meeting and be “filled” with great information. The meetings are a great place to learn about things at 
school before your student even hears them. PNP meetings (held the second Wednesday of the month) are held in the Media 
Center; they start at 11:30 am and end by 1 pm (or earlier).  As always, if you are not able to attend regular meetings, the minutes 
are posted to the PNHS website within about 10-15 days of the meeting date.  

Seniors.....You still have time!
Order Your Grad Video Now!

This fantastic Class of 2011 Grad Video will include a photo 
montage of pictures submitted by seniors, video footage from 
the graduation ceremony and from Grad Bash. All these un-
forgettable memories on a DVD for just $35! Simply go to: 
www.absolutevideo.com/go/pnhs-grad - a new and 
improved easy to click on link. 

Questions?:  

Contact: Julie Kieser (343-9811) or gradvideo11@gmail.com

Grad Bash 2011...We’re on Facebook!

FACEBOOK GRAD BASH!  Yes, Grad Bash 2011 has a Fa-
cebook Page - PNHS Gradbash.  All of the Grad Bash chairs 
will use this site to update Senior Parents on the final details.  
It will start to get busy and this is one way to stay in touch.  
Like us, it’s your link to information. 

The next Grad Bash meeting is Monday, May 2 at 7 p.m. in 
the New Community Room.  Everyone is welcome and we 
could use your help.  

Grad Bash Chairs:
 Jeanne Trompeter | jmtmrc@gmail.com

Andrea Teff | andrea.teff@yahoo.com

Academic Awards -  May 12  

PNP helps to coordinate the Academic Awards 
Program on May 12.  Invitations to students have 
been mailed. PNP needs available parents to help 

with the event for both daytime(am or pm shifts) and evening 
programs,  along with donations(about 20 people) of 2 dozen 
home made-style  cookies.  If you’ve not already signed up to 
help, contact Terri Novaria at 345-2404 or 
Novikazoo@aol.com 

Volunteer Parents needed for Grad Bash!

We need volunteers for Grad Bash! If you are a senior par-
ent, please consider joining us for a shift. There are multiple  
volunteer jobs, and the shifts are: 9:30 pm until 11:00 pm and 
then the entire night which will last until about 5 am. Sounds 
horrible, doesn’t it? But, it’s not and the reward is watching 
your senior have a fantastic time celebrating their last memo-
ries with their friends. The party is all-night and the jobs are 
easy. If you can, please sign-up and contact Andrea Teff at 
andrea.teff@yahoo.com.

Thank you from the Tummies of the Teachers! 

Thank you to all the volunteers who donated food and time 
...our Staff Appreciation Luncheon on March 31  was “UN-
COMMONLY GOOD” and the PNHS staff truly felt appreci-
ated.  A big round of applause to Mary Beth Henry and Ka-
tie Stryker Clark for their coordination and decorating savvy.  
Thank you too to Olive Garden and Tina Louthan! 

PNHS Will Make $20 for Every Test Drive
It’s benefits PNHS Sports - ALL SPORTS

250 test drives could raise $5,000!

On Saturday May 14 in the McCamley Field parking lot, 
Vicksburg Dodge & Chrysler will  have 6-8 vehicles to be test 
driven during the Matt Thrasher Lacrosse event. For each 
test drive taken by an individual 18 or older, Dodge will do-
nate $20 to PNHS athletics. Ask any sport booster group - we 
need money for athletics.

Dodge representatives will be on site from 4-7:30 p.m. with 
cars that you will enjoy driving. The more people we can get 
to test drive the more money we make. No obligation to pur-
chase, no strings attached. And, anyone who drives can put 
the name of their student athlete on form so that they are 
entered to win prizes.  And, we will keep track of the sports 
groups that come to help us raise money for athletics. Please 
mark the date on your calendar. 

In these tough economic times, the athletic department can 
use every dollar we can raise. Please show up and drive a 
car and help us raise some funds. By the way, this is far bet-
ter than having to sell cookie dough, raffle tickets, or anything 
else you can think of and it is no money out of your pocket- 
just a few minutes of your time. Bring your friends, relatives, 
neighbors, or anyone to help the cause!



H
U

SKIES  •  H
U

SKIES  •  H
U

SKIES •  H
U

SKIES  •  H
U

SKIES  •  H
U

SKIES •  H
U

SKIES  •  H
U

SKIES  •  H
U

SKIES •  H
U

SKIES  •  H
U

SKIES  •  H
U

SKIES •  H
U

SKIES  • H
U

SKIES

eleven

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Senior Athletics 
Awards 1:00 
Commons

Cabaret Per-
formance 2:30 
Auditorium

2 3
Cap & Gown 
distribution
10:00 - 1:00 
Auditorium Lobby
Forensics Eve of 
Champions 6:30 
Auditorium

4 8 6
Talent Show 8:00 
pm Auditorium

7

8 9 10 11
PNP Meeting 
11:30 am
Media Center

12
Academic 
Awards
JR - 8:45 am
SO - 10:45 am
FR - 1:15 pm
SR - 6:30 pm

13 14

15 16
Athletic 
Physicals 6-7 pm 

Choir Concert
7:00 pm Audito-
rium

 

17
Orchestra Concert 
7:30 pm  Portage 
United Church of 
Christ

18 19
Band Concert 
8:00 pm First 
United Methodist 
Church
Kalamazoo

20  Senior 
Exams during 
regular class 
periods

21

22 23  Senior 
Exams during 
regular class 
periods

24  Senior 
Exams during 
regular class 
periods

25
Graduation 
7:00 pm Miller 
Auditorium

26 27 28

29 30
Memorial Day 
No School

31
Final Exams
1st - 7:45 -9:45
2nd - 9:55 - 11:55

June 1
Final Exams
3rd - 7:45 -9:45
4th - 9:55 - 11:55

June 2
Final Exams
5th - 7:45 -9:45
6th - 9:55 - 11:55

June 3
Last Day of School
Final Exams
7th - 7:45 -9:45
Make up - 9:55 - 
11:55

June 4

May 2011

Portage Northern Huskies

IB/AP Exams

IB/AP Exams

IB/AP Exams
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A NEW WAY TO SIGN UP FOR EMAILED DAILY HUSKIE
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND THE HUSKIE TRACKS

In an effort to improve our communication to you, we are gathering parent e-mail addresses. Having 
your e-mail address will help us send announcements and information to you quickly and easily.  This is 
a different listing than the district’s email list.  Also please note, the August issue of the Huskie Tracks is 
the ONLY issue mailed home.  Subsequent issues will be available via our web page or emailed to you.  

If you would like to be included on the NHS parent e-mail list, please visit our webpage and scroll to the 
bottom and fill out the form.  
Our webpage can be found at:  http://www.portageps.org/schools/high/nhs/


