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SEPTEMBER 6th - FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
IMPORTANT - PLEASE READ
FOR ALL STUDENTS

Schedule for first day of school:
Half day 7:45 am - 11:00 am. Buses will leave at 11:07 am.
ALL 9TH GRADE Report to the MAIN BUILDING - SCIENCE WING. Look for directional signage to your assigned “Huskie

Rooms” by 7:45 a.m. Room assignments for 9th Graders are divided alphabetically. Look for the signs directing you to
the following rooms:

A-Ba (Room L.112) L (Room L.119)
Be - Br (Room L.113) M - Mi  (Room L.120)
Bu-C (Room L.114) Mj - Pe (Room L.121)
D - Fe (Room L.115) Pf - Sc (Room L.122)
Ff - Ha (Room L.116) Sd - Sz (Room L.123)
Hb - Je (Room L.117) T-Ve (Room L.124)
Jf-K (Room L.118) Vf-Z (Room L.125)

ALL 10TH GRADE Report to the IGLOO by 7:45 a.m., where they will have their School Pictures taken by Life Touch.
ALL 11TH GRADE Report to the AUDITORIUM by 7:45 a.m., where they will begin their day with a ‘Class Meeting’.
ALL 12TH GRADE Report to the LOWER LEVEL COMMONS by 7:45 a.m. where they will find a ‘Huskie Club Fair’.
EACH grade will stay at their assigned ‘spot’ for about 35 minutes, then a bell will ring indicating for them to rotate
to their next assigned location. Each grade will be led by the Class Advisors and should stay together throughout the

morning.

EACH grade will attend all 4 locations, (Huskie Room, Pictures, Class Meeting & Huskie Club Fair) and everyone will end
the morning in the Igloo with a full school Pep Assembly.

Please join us for Northern’s 2011 Open House for parents and students. Our Open House this

year will be held from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on Monday, September 19. Please bring your stu- OPEN
dents class schedule with you when you come. You will have an opportunity to meet your son HOUSE
or daughter’s teachers, counselor, and administrators. ,
We will begin the evening promptly at 6:30 in the Auditorium to have a brief introduction and .

reminders of important information for parents. After this, parents will be released to follow

an abbreviated version of their student’s schedule. Teachers will have 10 minutes to review

grading policies, any major projects that will be required during the year, class expectations, and an overview of the
class. Please remember that there will be limited time available. If you need to speak with staff, on a personal mat-
ter, please schedule this for another time.

We are excited about beginning another school year and look forward to meeting you at this time.
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CLASS and LUNCH SCHEDULE
Portage Northern High School

1st Hour 7:45 - 8:35

2nd Hour 8:40- 9:30
3rd Hour 9:35 - 10:25
4th Hour 10:30 - 11:25

5th Hour
Lunch A (1st lunch)
Lunch 11:30 - 12:00
Class 12:05 - 12:55

Class 11:30-12:20
Lunch 12:25 - 12:55

6th Hour 1:00 - 1:52
7th Hour 1:57 - 2:50

Lunch occurs before and after 5th hour. Stu-
dents will have one of the above lunch times,
depending on what subject they have for 5th
hour (see below).

Lunches By Subject:

1st Lunch - Arts, Business, English, Social
Studies

2nd Lunch - FACS, Math, PE, Science,
World Language

Lunch B (2nd lunch)

WELCOME NEW STAFF

Nate Dale - Social Studies

Katie Paynich - Spanish

Leslie Buscher - Special Education
Denise Mitchell - Hall Supervisor
Tod Miller - Hall Supervisor
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NEW TARDY POLICY

This fall PNHS is starting a new tardy system. Here is a
synopsis of the policy:

o Every tardy is a detention. A tardy is defined as ar-
riving at class up to 9 minutes after the bell. At the
10th minute, or leaving class early for any amount
of time is considered an absence (EA, UA, or AD)

e The detention slip will be delivered the next morn-
ing. Students have two days to serve the detention.

e Students are issued four free passes each semester
that can be used by bringing the detention slip to
the grade level office.

o After the four free passes are used, the student
serves a detention for each tardy.

« Failing to serve a detention within those two days
results in a 250 suspension or other increased con-
sequences.

If you have any questions regarding the new tardy policy
and the consequences, please feel free to

contact either:

Justin Walker (jwalkernhs@portageps.org) at 323-5458,
or Mike Huber (mhuber@portageps.org) at 323-5457.

CELL PHONE POLICY

The cell phone is not conducive to the educational
environment for our students. We require that all

cell phones be off and out of sight during the school
day. The school day is from 7:45 AM - 2:50 PM. We ask
that parents avoid calling/texting students during the
school day. As difficult as this may be, it is imperative
that you adhere to this requirement. If a cell phone is
out and visible during the school day, it will be con-
fiscated and turned into the appropriate grade level
office.

The following will be the process once a phone is con-
fiscated:

o The grade office will keep the cell phone for a
period of 5 school days, unless a parent/guardian
requests the phone and comes into the grade level
office and picks up the phone.

« If the phone is confiscated a second time, you will
be assigned three 2:50’s and the phone will again
be kept for a period of 5 days. If a parent/guard-
ian wants to pick up your phone, he or she may do
so during that time.

o If the phone is confiscated a third time, the phone
will be kept in the grade level office for the re-
mainder of the semester.



DRESS CODE

It has been a very warm summer, so now is a good time to review the dress code for the upcoming school year. The policy remains
the same from last year and includes the following language in the new student handbook. More specific language for each indi-
vidual high school can still be established however. The entire building except for the Igloo and Dog House is air-conditioned, so
please plan accordingly.

Good grooming is a matter of personal pride in your appearance. Your manner of dress influences the learning environment, not
only for others, but for yourself as well. Dress Code begins at home. Parents are asked to be supportive of the school’s dress
code. It is the responsibility of students and parents to ask questions about appropriateness of attire prior to the student wearing
it to school.

The world of work requires standards of dress. Schools require a standard as well. The school always reserves the right to make
adjustments on proper attire and appearance during the course of the school year. No dress code can itemize every item of dress
that is unacceptable for school. We ask students to use common sense, have an attitude of cooperation, a concern for modesty
and a realization that some clothing, while totally appropriate in some settings, is not appropriate for the school setting.

Some “rules of thumb” to help parents and students decide what is and is not appropriate for the school setting:

»  Appropriate footwear is required in the building.

e Shorts and skirts should be an appropriate length.

«  Students should buy and wear shirts that are of appropriate length. At the waistline no_skin or underwear should be showing
while sitting or standing.

« The school prohibits any clothing that disrupts the educational environment. This includes but is not limited to: clothing that
advertises alcohol or tobacco, contains vulgar, profane or suggestive language, or that promotes hatred, violence and/or sexu-
ally explicit content clothing that attracts undue attention such as muscle shirts, low cut tops that show cleavage, or jeans
with multiple holes or large rips

» Upon entering the building during the school day all students are to remove hats and other head gear and head coverings and
place them in their locker.

The school reserves the right to establish more definitive dress code regulations. A detention, or other consequences deemed
appropriate by the teacher or the administration, may be assigned for inappropriate attire in the school setting. Students will be
asked to change clothing and will be excluded from class until appropriate clothing has been substituted. Any class or part of a
class missed will result in either a tardy or an absence. Chronic offenders may be subject to further penalty for insubordination
as described in the student handbook. Please support the administration’s judgment and attempts at providing an environment
conducive for learning.

PYRAMID RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION

This past school year, NHS implemented a comprehensive Response to Intervention program that has demonstrated
tremendous results. Northern students decreased semester failing grades by over 30% as compared to previous
school years. The results are unprecedented and has resulted in recognition statewide.

The pyramid is on our website, http://portageps.org/schools/high/nhs/academics/pyramid/default.aspx, plus it is
displayed in all classrooms. The objective of the Pyramid is to help identify students who are in need of extra sup-
ports in their school work. It also provides a framework for teachers, students, counselors, and administrators to
understand what processes are in place to assist students when they are struggling in the classroom. A focal point in
this process is better communication between teachers and parents. We are requiring teachers to contact parents
if your student’s grade falls below a 70% in any given class. To assist in maintaining successful two-way communica-
tion, we ask that if you have any concerns over your student’s grades or learning activities please contact the teacher
immediately. The degree of support builds the longer the student demonstrates that they are continuing to fall
behind in any given class.

Please take a few minutes and familiarize yourself with our Pyramid on our web site. If you have any additional
questions or concerns please feel free to call Mr. French at 323-5461, or your student’s grade level assistant princi-
pal. This school year Mr. Walker will be in charge of 9th and 12th grade students and he can be reached at 323-5458,
while Mr. Huber will have 10th and 11th grade and he is available at 323-5457.
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THOUROUGHLY MODERN MILLIE - THE MUSICAL

The Portage Northern Drama and Music Departments are excited to announce the fall musical, the 2002 Tony Award
winning show, Thoroughly Modern Millie.

Millie Dillmount moves to New York in 1922 where she assumes the flapper lifestyle, takes a job as a stenographer,
and rents a room at the Hotel Priscilla for Women. She has big plans for her life. She soon makes a new best friend,
gets a demanding boss, meets a handsome playboy, along with a shifty, villainess hotel proprietor, and a glamorous
singer/socialite ultimately throwing her plans into disarray! This upbeat stage version of the popular movie includes
a full score of wonderful songs and bright dance numbers. Thoroughly Modern Millie is a perfectly constructed eve-
ning of madcap merriment!

Show dates are November 11, 12, 18, 19 at 8PM and November 13 & 20 at 3PM. Tickets are $15 for adults and $12 for
students of any age. The PN box office, 323-5470, will be open the week of November 7th. You won’t want to miss
this high-spirited musical!

All students interested in singing, acting, or dancing are encouraged to audition. No experience is necessary. There
will be an important information meeting after school on Wednesday, September 7th in the auditorium at 4 p.m. The
directors will go over the sign-up and audition process. Also, check the PN Drama website www.pndrama.org for
information about the show, music selections, and further audition information. Auditions will take place the second
week of school, September 12-16th.

iPOD AND CELL PHONE REGISTRATION

Over the past several school years the most frequently occurring crime on campus has been theft. Most of
these thefts involved small electronics such as cell phones or MP3 players. Many of these thefts could have
been avoided; however the items were left unsecured. Due to the high rate of theft in the schools, | will be
making available iPod/cell phone registration forms. Also included will be a theft prevention tip sheet. These
forms can be picked up at my office or printed at home from the PNHS website under Information > Forms. A
hard copy will be kept in the Liaison Office and the information will be stored on the school’s network.

As mentioned before, the number one trend on campus has been theft involving small electronic devices. An-
other common factor in these crimes is that many of these thefts could have been prevented simply by secur-
ing the items. Criminals will take the path of least resistance and will look for unsecured lockers or vehicles to
prey on. By registering your item(s) with the Liaison Officer, it will increase the likelihood of recovery should

l any plausible leads develop. Please have your make, model and serial numbers available when you register your
item. If you print your form at home, please remember to bring a copy to Officer Slavin at the Liaison Office.

ATTENDANCE POLICY UPDATE

A change in the district attendance policy will take effect this upcoming school year. Under the new policy, a student may waive
the ten day absence policy if they meet one of the following criteria:

e Astudent completes the requirements for testing out of the course.

e The student secures a medical waiver from a physician verifying that the student was absent for five or more days due to a
single, specific medical issue, coupled with a record of no unverified absences for the semester.

e The student earns back enough time to reduce the student’s absences to fewer than 10. Students may earn back time
through a program designated by building administration.

Parents will still receive notices via the postal service when your student reaches six, eight and ten absences in a class. A staff
member will make a phone contact with the parent and meet with the student when he/she accumulates 10 absences in a particu-
lar class.

Students are still expected to make up all missed assignments promptly and as determined by the teacher and building administra-
tion.

More information will be shared with students on the first half day of school, and parents are invited to contact their appropriate
grade-level assistant principal with any questions.
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SIGN UP FOR EMAILED Scan this QR code below to
DAILY HUSKIE ANNOUNCEMENTS go to the PNHS Website!
AND THE HUSKIE TRACKS

In an effort to improve our communication to you, we are gathering parent e-
mail addresses. Having your e-mail address will help us send announcements and
information to you quickly and easily. This is a different listing than the district’s
email list. Also please note, the August issue of the Huskie Tracks is the ONLY
issue mailed home. Subsequent issues will be available via our web page or
emailed to you.

If you would like to be included on the NHS parent e-mail list, please visit our
webpage and scroll to the bottom and fill out the form.

Our webpage can be found at: http://www.portageps.org/schools/high/nhs/

YEARBOOK INFORMATION

2010-11 Yearbook Distribution

ALUMNI STUDENTS CURRENT STUDENTS

+ Friday, September 9, 2011 + Friday, September 9, 2011
+ 3:30 to 4:45 p.m. ONLY +7:15 -7:40 a.m.

+ Lower Level-Cafeteria + During all Lunch Periods
+ Parents may pick up for alumni + Lower Level-Cafeteria

TO ORDER 2011-12 YEARBOOKS

Price  $55.00 during the month of September ONLY
$65.00 beginning October 1, 2011

You will be able to order your 2011-12 Yearbook on-line. Look for detailed information in next month’s Huskie
Tracks. You may also order at one of the following events:

NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION ‘HUSKIE DAY’ during Club Fair

+ Thursday, September 1, 2011 + Tuesday, September 6, 2011
+1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. +7:45 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
+ Lower Level Student Commons + Lower Level Student Commons

For further information, contact Aimee Wendland, Adviser. awendland@portageps.org

MORE BAND TO SEE, MORE BAND TO HEAR!

If you visit Portage Northern during the school day this fall, there’s a good chance you’ll hear a drum cadence carry-
ing on the breeze. That’s because your PNHS Marching Band is now practicing outdoors during 3rd and 5th hours and
right after school on Tuesdays.

The band has grown tremendously —we’ll put nearly double the number of students on the field for football games
and marching competitions this year! And our rehearsal conditions have greatly improved, with a new, grassy prac-
tice field up on the hill behind the music wing and a new teaching platform erected by the PN Band Boosters.

Look for a bigger, better PN band at the season’s first football games....We will show you just how loud the Huskie
fight song can be!
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NOTES FROM THE COUNSELING OFFICE...

Welcome back! We hope that you had a restful & safe summer. During the last week in fig
August, a detailed Counseling Office Newsletter was mailed home to each student. If
you did not receive a copy, please call the Counseling Office at 323-5475. The newslet- §
ter highlighted our staff and services and outlined what parents/students should expect
in each grade level this year.

Counseling Caseloads

Counselors are assigned to students by their last names. Below is the list of counselors and their assignments.

Mrs. Shari Smith: LettersA-D 323-5527 ssmith@portageps.org
Mrs. Krista Hovestadt: Letters E - K 323-5420 khovestadt@portageps.org
Ms. Amy DiMaggio LettersL- Q 323-5472 adimaggio@portageps.org
(Director)

Mrs. Cindy Figueroa LettersR - Z 323-5424 cfigueroa@portageps.org
Scheduling

Students received their 2011-2012 class schedules during the last week of school in June. At that time, the only
schedule changes that were permitted were those in which level changes were required (i.e.: a class failure or poor
performance) or a schedule was missing an hour because of a schedule conflict. Due to the need to maintain the in-
tegrity of the scheduling process, no other schedule changes were allowed. This included teacher, lunch or seminar
requests. This same philosophy applies in the fall. As a result, there will be no schedule changes allowed unless a
student is missing an hour or requires a level change. Thank you for helping to work together to provide our stu-
dents and staff with the best possible environment for learning.

Academic Support

Please encourage your student to seek help, if struggling, in his/her classes. Many teachers are more than happy to
help students before or after school. Encourage your child to make an appointment with a teacher for extra help.
Also, please try to communicate (as soon as possible) with the teacher in question, if/when a concern arises.

Northern works very hard to ensure that all students learn and are successful in their classes. There are several re-
sources available to your student. After school, we offer the ASSIST Program. The ASSIST room is on the East end of
the building on the third floor. Students are encouraged to “drop in” to the ASSIST room any time Monday-Thursday
from 2:55 to 4:55. Students can extra time and practice with a teacher and can seek help from many tutors that are
available. Ask your classroom teacher or counselor for more information regarding these supportive resources.

Free tutoring will be offered by National Honor Society students starting in late September. This tutoring occurs
after school in the ASSIST room Monday through Thursday. We strongly advise students to seek help in this friendly,
non-threatening and flexible environment.

Standardized Testing at Portage Northern

All standardized tests are managed by our Testing Coordinator, Stacie Phillips. She is the contact person for any
question regarding these tests here at PN. Mrs. Phillips is also a classroom teacher, so she is in the classroom part-
time and she is located in the Counseling Office part-time. Her contact info is: sphillips@portageps.org and 323-
5433. She will handle all test registration.

Standardized Testing for Each Grade Level

9th grade: 9th Grade Social Studies MEAPs: required: free of charge.
10th grade: ACT Plan: early fall: strongly recommended: free of charge.
11th grade: MME: March: required: free of charge.

PSAT: early fall: optional: $15.00

ACT/SAT: national testing dates: see websites below
12th grade: Possibly re-take ACT/SAT, if interested.
Six



ACT and SAT National Test Dates and Info

All test dates, info and registration occur online through each test’s website.
For ACT testing info, go to www.actstudent.org.

For SAT testing info, go to www.collegeboard.com.

Test Date Registration Deadline Test Date Registration Deadline
September 10, 2011 August 12, 2011 October 1, 2011 September 9, 2011
October 22, 2011 September 16, 2011 November 5, 2011 October 7, 2011
December 10, 2011 November 4, 2011 December 3, 2011 November 8, 2011
February 11, 2012 January 13, 2012 January 28, 2012 December 30, 2011
April 14, 2012 March 9, 2012 March 10, 2012 February 10, 2012
June 9, 2012 May 4, 2012 May 5, 2012 April 6, 2012

June 2, 2012 May 8, 2012

General Class / Grade Info

The counselors would like to remind parents and students that we are here to advocate for the students and their
needs. We would like to encourage parents to:

o contact the individual teachers first with concerns about assignments, grades or student progress.

o ask teachers for specific feedback and to offer specific recommendations/suggestions for improving academic
achievement in their classes.

contact counselors if grade concerns are not resolved.

seek additional help from teachers before or after school...consult teachers to make appointments

utilize the ASSIST program offered here at PNHS.

contact counselors if/when questions arise.

Suggestions for Students and Parents

« The Counseling Office works hard to communicate with both parents and students in a variety of ways. Please
be sure to check the Portage Northern website under “Student Services: Counseling” and listen to daily an-
nouncements. Counselors will visit all grades, in their English classes, within the first few weeks of school. We
will provide handouts to all students. Please ask your student for copies of the presented work.

e Have a great school year! Be sure to check in with your counselor if/when you have questions or concerns.

Thank you! Have a great school year! Be sure to check in with your counselor if/when you have questions or con-
cerns.

PARENT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Parent volunteers are needed to help with struggling readers! Can you help out on Tuesdays and/or Thursdays dur-

ing third hour? If you are interested please contact Stacie Phillips at sphillips@portageps.org.
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Rortage Nonrthern Parents

KeepinghtYou Connectedwith*Inforniation’RarentsfNeed torKnow!,

Volunteering
It’s about getting connected

Volunteering at school is a great way to meet other parents
and students—including your child’s friends! It also provides
a way to make your student’s high school experience spe-
cial.

We need parent volunteers to help with the following
PNP-sponsored events:

October 22 Homecoming Dance
(note: a different night than the homecoming football game)
Volunteer to donate food, or be there to serve.

November 19 March of Dimes Breadlift
Volunteer to help setup, serve breakfast to students, clean-

up.

December 10 Holiday Dance
Volunteer to decorate, setup, work the coat-check,
chaperone, help serve food, or cleanup (the next day).

March TBA  Staff Appreciation Luncheon
Volunteer to donate food, help decorate, setup, serve, or
cleanup.

April 21 Prom Decorating
Assist Junior Class with venue setup and decoration

May 9 Academic Awards (for underclassmen)
Volunteer to usher or coordinate student locations

May 9 Senior Awards Night
Volunteers are parents of underclassmen and they help to
usher and direct students

May 15 Senior Breakfast
Volunteers help to donate food, decorate, setup, cleanup

May 25 Grad Bash
Volunteers are parents of seniors and there are a variety of
volunteer needs.

To volunteer, please return the PNP “Get Connected” form
included in this newsletter.

Yes! Open House is Still Important

Now that “you” are in high school, your attendance at school
functions is more important than ever! As your children
prepare for college, it's crucial to meet their teachers,
experience the environment in which they spend their school
day, and understand the rigor of their daily schedule.

And more than anything you can say, your presence at
school will show them your conviction that education is
important!

Open House is Monday, Sept 19 from 6:30-8:30 pm.

You’re Invited: PNP Meetings

We hope you will join us for the year’s first meeting of
Portage Northern Parents on Wednesday, September 14,
at 11:30 a.m. in the Media Center. Parking continues to be
a challenge, due to construction, so we suggest parking at
North Middle School and walking over. Stop in at the Main
Office to sign in and get a visitor badge and directions. We
make every attempt to adjourn by 1 pm.

Every PNP meeting includes a presentation by Principal Jim
French and a representative from the Guidance Office. Our
monthly agenda is full of information you need to know—
updates about upcoming events, construction, testing, policy
changes and, most important, how you can be involved at
Portage Northern!

2011-2012 PNP Meeting Dates

PNP meets on the second Wednesday of each month at
11:30 a.m. in the PN Media Center:
September 14
October 12
November 9
December 14
January — no meeting
February 8
March 14
April 11
May 9

If you can’t attend, read the minutes online:
From the options on the Portage Northern home page, click
“Organizations” and then “Parents” to get to the PNP page.

2011 - 2012 Portage Northern Parents Executive Officers

President Connie Livingston 385-3573 deadrock59@charter.net
Vice-President Sheila Labian 372-3331 slabian4ceo@aol.com
Treasurer Margo Staunton 353-7194 margo.staunton@sbcglobal.net
Co-Secretary  Nancy Sawyer 978-8636 nsawyer11@charter.net
Co-Secretary  Melissa Shufelt 372-4553 mijshufelt@aol.com




Portage Northern Huskies

September 2011

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
New Student
Orientation 1-3pm
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Huskie First Day Picture Day Volleyball
7:45 am - 11:00 7:00-10:30 am Tournament
am. Buses leave
at 11:07 am
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
PNP Meeting
11:30am-1pm
Musical Auditions 3-8pm
| |
Freshmen Performance Testing
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Open House Musical Parent Varsity Football Volleyball
6:30-8:30 pm Meeting 6:30 Home 7pm Tournament
pm Auditorium Dance 9 pm
25 26 27 28 29 30 Oct 1
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