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EXAM SCHEDULE  FOR FIRST SEMESTER - JANUARY 23, 2012 to JANUARY 27, 2012

SPECIAL NOTES:
For students who attend EFE, EFA, KAMSC etc… They should follow their Home School schedule.  For Monday’s •	
schedule, these students will report to the Media Center during their Off-Campus class period.
Cafeteria will have basic lunch service on T-Th from 11:55 am - 12:15 pm. They will be closed on Friday.•	
Cafeteria will serve breakfast Monday through Thursday.•	
Seminar classes do NOT meet on Monday afternoon, Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday.  Students will report to the •	
Lower Commons during these times if they are unable to leave campus.
On Tue, Wed & Thu:  •	
Specific Neighborhood buses leave @ 12:15 (Maps posted in Main Office.)•	
Study Hall is available in the afternoon in the cafeteria & buses will leave at the usual times.•	

MONDAY, JANUARY 23rd    FULL DAY OF SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS
READ CAREFULLY – THIS IS DIFFERENT FROM PAST YEARS
Regular classes will meet but will have abbreviated times ending with 7th hour exam the last 2 hours of the day. 
Buses will run at end of day, as usual.

		  1st Hr………7:45 – 8:25
		  2nd Hr. ……8:30 – 9:10
		  3rd Hr. ……9:15 – 9:55
		  4th Hr. ……10:00 – 10:40
		  6th Hr. ……10:45 – 11:20 (NOTE TIME)
		  First Lunch …..11:25 – 11:55
	 	 •	 Then 5th Hr. ……12 – 12:45
		  5th Hr. ……11:25 – 12:10
	 	 •	 Then Second Lunch …..12:15 – 12:45
		  7TH HOUR EXAM ………. 12:50 – 2:50
   
		  TUESDAY, JANUARY 24th  
		  7:45 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.		  1st  Period
		  9:55 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.		 2nd Period

		  WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25th  
		  7:45 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.		  3rd  Period
		  9:55 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.		 4th Period

		  THURSDAY, JANUARY 26th   
		  7:45 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.		  5th Period
		  9:55 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.		 6th Period

		  FRIDAY, JANUARY 27TH    - NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS
		  (STUDENTS WHO STILL NEED TO TAKE AN EXAM MUST REPORT @ 8:00 A.M. EVEN THOUGH THERE IS 		
		  NO SCHOOL TODAY)
		  8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.		 MAKE-UP EXAMS
Please call the Main Office (323-5400) if you have questions.
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EIGHTH GRADE PARENTS NIGHT

Eighth Grade Parents’ Night is scheduled for 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, February 8th at Northern High School. The pro-
gram will begin in the high school Auditorium with a brief general session, followed by your choice of several group
meetings with departmental representatives. The program will conclude at approximately 8:45 p.m. Students are
invited and encouraged to accompany their parents to this meeting.

If your student is considering participation in the International Baccalaureate Program during their junior and/or
senior year, we encourage you to meet with Northern’s IB Coordinator, Rick Searing, at an informational session on
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:00 pm in the Community Rooms. 

We hope that you will take advantage of this opportunity to participate in the educational planning for your son or
daughter who will be attending PNHS as a 9th grader in the Fall of 2012.  We look forward to seeing you at the Par-
ents’ Night program on February 8th, at 6:30 p.m.

The PNHS EARN-BACK TIME PROGRAM - 10 ABSENCES

Schools Policy:
High school students who have accumulated ten absences (unexcused and excused) within a semester shall be placed 
on an attendance contract.

Students who remain at 10 absences after signing the contract must pass the final exam in each class they have •	
qualified for the contract with a minimum score of 77.5%.
If the student signs the contract, and then goes over the 10, they have the option of waiving the attendance •	
policy by earning back time to reduce his/her absences to fewer than 10.  
Two hours in the program will earn back 1-3 periods for a specific date, while four hours in the designated pro-•	
grams will earn back a full school day on a particular date.  

Student Role:
It is the student’s responsibility to keep track of the amount of time they need to complete in order to reduce •	
their absences back below ten. 
Students may serve time in the ASSIST program after school in room 3.120 from 2:55 pm until 4:50 pm, or by •	
working with teachers on a one-on-one basis after regular school hours.  
The student must have the Earn Back Time Form signed by the person they serve the time with, and then it must •	
be turned into the appropriate grade level Assistant Principal when completed.  

PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE
What is our Vision at NHS?  We have spent several months reviewing with our staff, Site-Based Team, and administra-
tion to thoughtfully represent what we feel is our purpose or Vision as a building.  The input has been fantastic and 
the focus has been on “Student Learning” throughout this process and it is incredible to work with such a dedicated 
group of people on behalf of our students.

We have finally put the finishing touches on our vision and here it is….

We want to inspire students through consistent engagement in the classroom and learning process to promote student 
achievement!

Have a great start to the New year!  Remember exams are quickly approaching, so please review the exam schedule 
in this issue of the Huskie Tracks to prepare for your upcoming end of course assessments!
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PN DRAMA ANNOUNCES - And A Child Shall Lead by Michael 
Slade 

This is the heroic and true story of children coming of age in Terezin, the “Jewish 
city” established by the Nazis near Prague as a way station before the death camps.  
In the face of unspeakable horror, these children use their determination and cre-
ativity to build lives filled with hope and beauty – playing, studying, making art, and 
writing an underground newspaper – all at the peril of being executed.  Their actual 
poems and stories are woven into a face-paced drama, evoking the universality of 
children caught in the insanity of war.

And A Child Shall Lead contains a stellar ensemble cast starring John Kramer (12), 
Haley Labian (10), Nolan Marsh (12), Adam Mayer (11), Emily Morgan (12), Nathan 
Novaria (12), Katie Noyes (12), and Allyson Williams (12). Seating will be limited 
(approx. 90 per performance) and will be on the stage providing the audience with a 
very intimate experience. Tickets are $12 for adults and $10 for students. Be sure to 
save the dates now! 

In the event that the District must cancel school 
due to weather, there are several ways for you 
to stay informed. 

Prior to 6 a.m., the announcement will be on 
the School Closing Hotline (323-6800), sent out 
via Twitter and Facebook, posted on the Dis-
trict’s homepage (www.portageps.org), through 
the District and individual school electronic 
communication e-mail lists that people sub-
scribe to, and also, of course, through the news 
media. 

SCHOOL CLOSING HOTLINE

323-6800

Or On-line  www.portageps.org

2012 INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE INFORMATIONAL MEETING
 
The evening is structured as a question and answer session targeted at incoming 8th graders, as well as current PN 
9th & 10th grade students who are interested in more information about enrolling IB coursework in the Junior or 
Senior year. 
 
The session will also provide a great opportunity for students and families to ask questions that they might have 
about the IB Diploma process before selecting their schedule for Fall, 2012.
 
This year, the IB Informational Evening will be held on February 1st, from 6:00 – 7:00 PM, in Community Rooms A & B.
 
We do hope that all interested students and parents will consider attending.  If you would like more information and 
are unable to attend the meeting, don’t hesitate to contact the IB Office at 269.323.5474 or rsearing@portageps.org.
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SPOTLIGHT ARTIST OF THE MONTH
	
Maddy Dirette

From January 7th- January 30th, junior Maddy Dirette will be exhibiting her work in North-
ern’s Learning Commons. Maddy has been involved with the art program for three years, 
most recently an HL IB Art student and a dual enrollment student in the Kendall College 
of Art and Design’s courses, 2D Design and Color. Maddy’s portfolio is a combination of 
work from Design II and the other courses mentioned. In addition, one of Maddy’s graphics 
pieces was displayed in Ric Perry’s (Superintendent of PPS) office. Please drop by and see Miss Dirette’s work!

ACT PREPARATION WORKSHOP

All Squared Away, L.L.C. is offering a three-hour ACT Preparation Workshop for high school sophomores, juniors, and 
seniors.  The class helps students prepare to confidently take the ACT by explaining the format of the test, sharing 
the types of questions to expect for each section of the test, teaching both general and specific test-taking strate-
gies, giving tips for pacing during the test, explaining the rubric for the essay portion, as well as administering and 
correcting mini practice tests.  The best way to reduce anxiety and increase confidence is to be familiar with ex-
pectations.  With the recent requirement of all juniors to take the ACT as part of the Michigan Merit Exam (given in 
March), it is even more important that students pro-actively prepare for this test.  Students should bring a scientific 
calculator and a pen and pencil.  A manual that includes a complete practice test will be provided for in-class and 
home use.

Wednesday, Jan. 11 from 5:30-8:30 PM or Monday, February 13 from 5:30-8:30 PM.  Fee:  $65.  Classes are held at the 
Portage Community Education Center/Room 124.

English and Writing Skills for the ACT

Especially for 10th, 11th, and 12th graders, this class focuses on verbal and writing skills for students taking the ACT 
in March or April 2012. The class begins with a pretest, shows what to expect on the English, Reading, and Essay sec-
tions of the test, and provides extensive instruction in writing an argumentative essay.   All skills have applications to 
everyday reading and writing, as well as to specific types of test items. 

Reading and test-taking strategies will be included, but the emphasis will be on understanding and using principles of 
standard written English. Three practice tests will familiarize students with test formats.  All students who take this 
class can expect their mastery of written English and test-taking confidence to improve.

Saturday, Jan. 14 thru Feb. 25 from 9:30-12:00 Noon (No class 1/28).  Fee:  $269.  Classes are held at the Portage 
Community Education Center/Room 124.

http://www.ppscommed.org/insight/registry/classlist.asp?catID=853

DONATIONS NEEDED

Family and consumer Sciences class are looking for the following items. If you will be willing to donate them to 
the department please drop them off in the main office.

Gentle used car seats for infants. •	
Craft items for projects: craft paint, beads, puff balls, pipe cleaners, stencils, ribbons, felt, buttons, fab-•	
ric markers, fancy scissors, needles thread, glue guns, glue, sparkles, fabric paint, stuffing material.
Small bowls for soups and chili. (in good shape)•	
Colored paper•	
Small paint brushes•	
Small baby blankets•	
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NOTES FROM THE COUNSELING OFFICE…

Happy New Year!  We hope that the Winter Break was safe, healthy and happy for 
all!  Please remember that the first semester is still winding down.  Semester exams 
(during the week of January 23-27, 2012) will conclude the first semester.   Second 
semester will begin January 30, 2012.

Scheduling
Scheduling for next year’s classes will begin in February and end by late March.  
Students will receive very detailed, outlined and specific presentations regarding graduation requirements, course 
selection, course prerequisites and academic planning.  All presentations will occur in their English classes.  More 
detailed instructions will follow in February’s issue.  

Helpful info regarding semester exams:
•	 Use study guides and practice tests for upcoming exams
•	 Seek teacher help before/after school
•	 Pace yourself…work ahead of schedule
•	 Do not try to “cram” hours into studying the day before an exam
•	 Spend a little time daily on your most challenging subjects
•	 Sleep and eat well before all exams

ACT and SAT National Test Dates and Info
All test dates, info and registration occur online through each test’s website.
For ACT testing info, go to www.actstudent.org.
For SAT testing info, go to www.collegeboard.com.

	 ACT National Test Dates 				    SAT National Test Dates
Test Date		  Registration Deadline		  Test Date			   Registration Deadline
February 11, 2012	 January 13, 2012 		  January 28, 2012		  December 30, 2011
April 14, 2012		  March 9, 2012 			   March 10, 2012			   February 10, 2012
June 9, 2012		  May 4, 2012 			   May 5, 2012			   April 6, 2012

EFE and EFA Presentations
Education for Employment (EFE) and Education for the Arts (EFA) will hold presentations here at Northern in English 
10 classes in February.  All tenth graders will receive detailed information regarding EFE and EFA class options for the 
next academic year.  

FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)
We encourage all seniors planning on attending a two or four year college or university next year to file a FAFSA 
form.  Filing online is recommended and strongly encouraged.  All seniors had financial aid presentations in their 
English classes in mid-December.  Each received information about how to file a FAFSA form and general information 
about financial aid and scholarships.
Check out our website for detailed information on the FAFSA: http://portageps.org/schools/high/nhs/counseling/
fafsa.aspx

Get help filing your FAFSA for FREE on FEB. 12th 2012!
Local college financial aid professionals will be available at WMU’s Schneider Hall to work one on one with families. 
For questions about the workshop, please call WMU. Apply for the money now and decide later. If you wait, chances 
are you’ll get less.

PIV Help
Looking for help with using PIV? Go to this link: https://piv.portageps.org/pivinfo/PIVUserManual.pdf	

Upcoming Testing Dates

ACT/MME dates:
March 6th- ACT
March 7th-MME
March 8th:MME
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SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION!!
Name of Scholarship:	 The Robert P. Amrhein Memorial Scholarship

Robert Amrhein was a young man who participated in many activities.  In addition to being a valued member of the 
debate team at PNHS, he competed in forensics, the swim team, was a member of the USS Great Lakes Aquatics 
team and was a member of the National Honor Society.  During high school he received several awards for outstand-
ing academic performance, leadership and citizenship.  These awards included the Daughters of the American Revo-
lution Good Citizen Award, the Portage Northern Principal’s Leadership Award, the Jimmy Holms Perseverance Award 
and the Portage Northern Debate Departmental Award.

As a PN graduate of the class of 2006, some of Robert’s most admirable qualities were:  honesty, integrity, selfless-
ness, acceptance of others, concern for others, leadership, compassion and a general spirit of good will.  Robert 
succumbed to cancer after a long, courageous battle on June 7, 2007.  

How to apply:
Applications were available in the Portage Northern Counseling Office beginning December 1, 2010.•	
Students may be nominated by Portage Northern faculty. •	

Nominated students interested in being considered for the scholarship will be asked to fill out an application.  Stu-
dents may self-nominate and pick up an application as well.

Deadline:
Applications must be turned in to the Portage Education Foundation by February 17, 2012.•	
Recipient will be selected and notified in late March, 2012.•	

Criteria:
A PNHS senior who has attended Northern for at least 2 years and plans to attend a two or four year accredited •	
college, university or vocational/technical school.
The student demonstrates the following qualities:•	
Honesty, integrity, selflessness, acceptance of others, concern for others, character, leadership, compassion and •	
a general spirit of good will.  The award is primarily merit based, but financial need may be considered.

Award:
$4,000 non-renewable award…payable only to recipient’s college/university/school.

 
For questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the counseling office at 323-5475.  Also, please refer to 
our counseling section on the Portage Northern homepage at www.portageps.org. 

PORTAGE NORTHERN’S SCHOOL NEWSPAPER - THE NORTHERN LIGHT
Needs Your Help:

Want the school's newspaper delivered to your house? The cost is $15 for the remainder of the year, and then •	
you can stay in touch with the Huskies from the comfort of your home.
Own a business or know someone who would like to reach all of the Huskies and their families? We could use •	
advertisements or inserts to assist in funding. 
The Northern Light could also use friendly donations to help fund the students' hard •	
work.

Contact Information:
Ben Neal at bneal1@portageps.org or 323-5435
Make checks payable to The Northern Light



 - ‘

Portage Northern Parents
Keeping You Connected with Information Parents Need to Know!

Staff Appreciation Dinner
February 22 | 3-5 pm

New this year, the staff appreciation dinner will be a late 
afternoon meal for our teachers before conferences.  This is 
your opportunity to volunteer and show your gratitude.  If you 
are interested in helping, please contact: 

Mary Beth Henry (377-6246) or mbhenry@ymail.com
Katie Stryker-Clark at katiesc@sbcglobal.net

Volunteer & Show your Gratitude! 

Join Us for Grad Bash Planning 
January 9!

Senior parents, we would love your help to plan a fabulous 
graduation-night celebration! Join us on the second Monday 
of every month at 7 pm in the Community Room. The next 
meeting is January 9. Missed some meetings already? No 
problem! You can join anytime. 

The Grad Bash team will communicate important dates and 
information through email, announcements and the website: 
On the PNHS home page, go to “organizations,” then click on 
Grad Bash for information and minutes from past meetings. 
Still have questions? Email Jeanne Trompeter, jmtmrc@
gmail.com or Terri Novaria, novikazoo@aol.com

$$$$ Needed Now! 

Every year, generous donations from parents reduce the 
number of Grad Bash fundraisers that must be held. These 
funds are critical to the event!

If you haven’t had a chance to consider a donation, please 
do so. You may make your tax-deductible check payable to 
Portage Northern Parents/Grad Bash and mail it to PNHS, 
1000 Idaho, Portage MI 49024, Attn: Jeanne Trompeter- 
Terri Novaria/Grad Bash. 

CULVER’S FUNDRAISER
STAY TUNED...STAY HUNGRY 

Watch for announcements and e-blasts regarding the 
Culver’s fund-raiser at the end of January.  It’s good, easy, 
and profitable for our seniors.  

Next PNP Meeting 
 February 8 at 11:30 am

No PNP Meeting in January!

Jessica Winstanley, PPS Technology Integration Special-
ist, is on the agenda for our February meeting with a spe-
cial presentation on how Northern students are learning 
with technology. Stop in at the Main Office to sign in and 
get a visitor badge and directions. We make every attempt 
to adjourn by 1 pm. If you can’t attend, read the minutes 
online: From the options on the Portage Northern home 
page, click “Organizations” and then “Parents” to get to 
the PNP page. 

Thank you, Thank you
Holiday Dance Volunteers

A huge thank you to all who volunteered for the December 
Holiday Dance. More parents helped than ever before, 
including many freshman parents!  The “Peppermint Twist” 
was one of our best PNP fund-raising efforts, with nearly 
600 students attending!  

We send a special Huskie cheer out to event co-chairs Terri 
Novaria, Sheila Labian and Connie Livingston for all their 
hard work. Additional thank you’s go to:

Melissa Shufelt, for coordinating volunteers•	
Barb and Kyle Emblad, for coordinating snacks and •	
drinks  
Dave Shufelt and Raimond Jesaitis, for parking lot duty •	
(all night long!) Don’t Miss the Annual

Portage Athletic Foundation (PAF)
Steppin’ Out at the State

At the historic State Theatre 
in downtown Kalamazoo

January 28, 2012 | 7:30pm – 12:30am

Live Music and Dancing with
 Al’s Basement Band  and  2nd Shift

Silent Auction, Free Appetizers, Cash Bar
Casual Dress
Must be 21

Tickets $25 in advance, $30 at the door
All proceeds support 

Portage Public School athletics

Purchase tickets by contacting 
Ann Woolley at (269) 324-1279 or 

woolleyann3@gmail.com
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17
PN Lacrosse 
Registration 
5-7 pm Lower 
Commons

18 19 20 21

22 23
Final Exams
See Page 1 for 
details
7th period
12:50-2:50pm

24
Final Exams
1st period 
7:45-9:45
2nd period
9:55-11:55

25
Final Exams
3rd period 
7:45-9:45
4th period
9:55-11:55

26
Final Exams
5th period 
7:45-9:45
6th Period
9:55-11:55 

27
Make Up Exams 
8 am
Records Day 
No School for 
Students

28

29 30
First Day of 2nd 
Semester

31 Feb 1
IB Meeting 6-7 
pm Community 
Rooms

Feb 2 Feb 3
Winter Play 
Performance 
8:00 pm
Auditorium

Feb 4
Winter Play 
Performance 
8:00 pm
Auditorium

January 2012

Portage Northern Huskies

Winter Recess


