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NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION

Welcome to our Orientation/Open House

All students entering CMS for the FIRST time in grades 6, 7, & 8 should plan on
attending an orientation on Monday, August 30th. Students with last names
beginning with the letters A-L are to attend at 9:00 a.m. If the last name begins
with the letters M-Z, they should plan to attend at 1:00 p.m. All students and
parents should come to the main office entrance at the front of the building where
there is a bicycle rack and lots of parking for cars. Parents are encouraged to
remain with students during the orientation and tour of the building.
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Communicating With
The School Year-Round

» Stay attuned to your child's
academic accomplishments
on a weekly basis. Praise

those accomplishments
appropriately.

» Communicate with the school
regularly. When you have a
concern or question, write a
note, or email or phone the
teacher. We need you on our
team!

» Think ahead: at the end of the
school year, schedule a meeting
to discuss with the teacher your
childs successes and challenges.

eCopyright Educationyorld.com

INFORMATION FOR ALL STUDENTS

Tuesday, September 7th, is a half-day. All half days are dismissed at 11:00.
Wednesday, September 8th, is the first full day of school. School hours are 7:43 -
2:47. Students will need a 3-ring binder (hard cover notebook or “trapper-keeper”),
2 padlocks for a hall locker and gym (combination or key-type), music instruments,
gym clothes (loose fitting shorts, a T-shirt type top, socks, and regular gym shoes),
writing paper, pencils/pens, lunch money/bring a lunch. Many students use book
bags or knapsacks in order to carry materials to and from school.

STUDENT SCHEDULES - All sixth grade students will receive tentative class
schedules during orientation. Seventh & eighth grade students will receive their
schedules on the first day of school in homeroom. Homeroom lists will be posted on
the front doors of the building on Thursday, September 2nd after 4 pm.

ASSIGNMENT BOOKS - All students will receive a special assignment book dur-
ing homeroom on the first full day of school. This book has spaces for all homework
assignments and contains lots of other important information. We urge all parents

to become very familiar with this book and review assignments and homework with
your students on a daily basis.

OFFICE HOURS - From August 30-September 2 our office hours will be from 7:15
-11:30 a.m. & 12:30-3:30 p.m. On Sept 7th, hours change to regular school hours,
which are 7:15 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Voice mail will record your message if we miss
your call. Our number is 323-5600, counseling office is 323-5687.

Dunlop’s Clipboard

2% Fall Sports - There are 3 sports being played at Central Middle School
O this coming fall. Football practice will begin on Monday, August 23rd at
7l) 5:00. Players are to meet in the locker room and need football cleats,
shorts and a t-shirt. Open gym for girls volleyball begins on August 23rd.
(7th grade 9-10:30, 8th grade 10:30—12). Cross Country practice will begin the
week of September 7th. There will be pre-season conditioning that begins in August.
Please email Mr. Dunlop at jdunlop@portageps.org for dates and times.

All athletes need to have a physical exam that was done on or after April 15, 2010 on
file before they may participate.
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Featured Front Office Facts...

Student Absences - Parents
are asked to call the school office

M at 323-5600 as soon as they

e know a child is going to be ab-

( sent or late for school. Parents
X may leave a voice mail message

if the office is not open.

Early Dismissals - Although
we would prefer that you do not
take your student out of school
for an appointment, we know
that they are inevitable. To
make this process easy for everyone & reduce disrup-
tion in the classroom, please follow this procedure. On
the morning of his/her appointment, have your child
come to the front office with a note from you indicating
time to be dismissed as well as the reason. The office
staff will give your child an Early Dismissal form to
show to their teacher. Your student will leave the class-
room at the designated time, drop off the Early Dismis-
sal form in the office and meet you outside. Students
return to the front office following the appointment for
an Admit to Class slip. Students will not be dismissed
with a phone call. The office must have a signature of
the adult who is responsible for the student on file.

Procedure for Changing Busses - Portage Public
Schools is concerned about the safety and security of all
students. Therefore, any changes to the scheduled bus
stop for a student can only be made with WRITTEN
authorization from the parent. Telephone requests can-
not be honored!

Homework Requests - All homework requests are
done through the Front Office (323-5661) We obtain
assignments for students who have been absent from
school for three consecutive days. Teachers are given
24 hours to respond to all requests. Students who have
missed school for less than three days may contact one
of their “study buddies” for updates on class activities/
assignments!

Deliveries - We can make deliveries and/or send mes-
sages to students during 2nd and 6th hours only.
We would appreciate it if you would minimize making
requests for other times, as we would have to call into
the classroom and disrupt teacher instruction. We do
not deliver instruments that are dropped off for a stu-
dent. A note will be sent to the student to pick it up in
the front office. Balloons, flowers, gifts, cakes, etc. for
birthdays WILL NOT be delivered. The items will remain
in the office until the end of the school day.

Central Issues

SAFETY & SECURITY - Because our top priority is
for the safety and health of our students, all entrances
to the building (with the exception of the entrance by
the main office) are locked after the beginning of each
school day. All visitors are expected to check-in with
the main office upon arrival. Identification badges will
be issued to all guests.

TRAFFIC - The turn-a-round in front of our building
works very well “if” drivers do not park in this area.
Thank you for helping us to have a safe flow of traffic in

front of our building.

BUSES - Transportation is furnished for students liv-
ing 1.5 miles or more from school. The bus route times
and locations are published in the back-to-school sec-
tion of the KALAMAZOO GAZETTE prior to the start
of the school year. Middle school students ride the same
routes as high school students. If you need help with
bus stop locations, please call our transportation office
at 323-5151. Students need to make sure they are
aware of where their bus will be in the afternoon so
they can board the bus after the dismissal bell. Buses
leave at 2:55 p.m., which is eight minutes after the end
of the last class period.

STUDENT DRESS CODE

Part of our responsibility at CMS is to prepare students
for the world of work. Proper dress is part of that prep-
aration. Additionally, appropriate dress is important
for establishing a positive learning environment in our
building. Clothing which is distracting in anyway in-
terferes with the overall educational process. Our dress
code prohibits the following clothing items at school:
print referring to drugs, alcohol or tobacco; offensive
print or double meanings; spaghetti straps, halter tops,
backless tops, low cut tops, muscle shirts, mesh tops,
midriffs (no skin or underwear showing in the middle);
visible undergarments, mini skirts or short shorts
(should be mid thigh); pajama pants or house slippers;
hats, bandanas, head sweat bands; any other apparel
deemed by building administration to be detrimental to
a positive educational environment. Also, coats and
book bags may not be taken into the classroom and
should be left in the student’s locker.

Parent Newsletter Changes

As a cost saving measure, we will only be mailing our first
and last newsletter of the year. The remaining newslet-
ters will be available on-line by the 1st day of each month.
Parents will be notified via e-mail when the newsletter is
posted online.
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES FOR 2010-2011 @ PCMS

Dear Parents...Your help with some of the following activities at PCMS would be greatly appreciated. In fact without your help,
some of these activities will not be possible. Please put an “X” by the area or areas where you would be willing to help. Thanks
in advance for helping to make Central Middle School a special place for students.

1. ___ After school Student Parties - 2:47-4:30 on Fridays; held 1-2 times during the year.

I would be willing to assist the staff person by calling volunteers for this activity.

2. Library - Friends of the CMS Library buy books needed or make a financial donation to the library.

3. Conference Snacks - I would be willing to provide snacks for teachers during conferences.

I would be willing to call volunteers and coordinate the conference snacks.

4. “Trot Around the Track” - Held in the spring.

I would be willing to call volunteers.

5. 8th Grade Dance - Help with planning/decorating/chaperone.

I would be willing to call volunteers.

6. Magazine Sale - Held in the fall. Help count orders.

I would be willing to call volunteers.

7. Teacher Breakfast—I would be willing to provide breakfast items during Teacher Appreciation Week in May.

I would be willing to call volunteers.

8. __ Call if needed — There may be other events we will need volunteers for.
Name Phone
Student(s) Grades

Parents email address

Every person is considered a PTO member. A $10.00 PTO Membership donation per family is appreciated. Please
make your check payable to PCMS PTO. Please return this form and/or check at your earliest convenience to the

school office or mail to:
PCMS PTO

c/o Portage Central Middle School
8305 S. Westnedge Ave.
Portage, MI. 49002

PTO meetings are usually held the 4th Tuesday of each month in the Media Center at 6:30.
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g - . - Directors:
Tradition * Innovation * Excellence Patrick W. Flynn &

Rennee L. Flynn
8135 S. Westnedge
Portage, Ml 49002
PORTAGE CENTEAL Office:
/.WIUS A NGS 269.323.5331

TO: Sixth Grade Parents

RE: 6th Grade Band - Instrument Information
FROM: Rennee Flynn & Patrick Flynn - Band Directors
DATE: August 2010

Dear Parents & Students:

During May, we fit over 165 5th grade students entering Central Middle School for band this fall! We took the
time to fit students to make sure each student will be successful in band this year on the 10 basic instruments:
Flute, Oboe, Bassoon, Clarinet, Trumpet, French Horn, Trombone, Euphonium, Tuba & Percussion. In
December, interested students in the Clarinet class will be selected for the opportunity to change to Saxophone, so
if your son/daughter is interested in saxophone they will start on Clarinet.

During the CMS 6th grade Student Orientation in August, we will be present along with Marshall Music
(321-0415), a local music company, to answer questions and provide rentals at the orientation..

We want the band experience to be open to all of our students, so if you are unable to purchase or rent an instru-
ment please contact Mrs. Flynn and we will attempt to find one for you to borrow.

The band program at Portage Central has a strong history of “Tradition and Excellence” and we hope you will
consider encouraging your soh or daughter to participate in our program. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Rennee Flynn at 323-5331 or email at rflynn@portageps.org.

Specific Information:

All Instruments: Essential Elements 2000, Book 1.
All Woodwinds:

Flutes: Gemeinhardt 73SP or Yamaha 200 (open hole)
Oboe: Selmer

Bassoon: School instrument provided.

Clarinets: Selmer 201 wood or Yamaha 34 wood (w/Vandoren B-45 mouthpiece or Marshall music copy & Mitch-
ell Lurie Reeds #3 only!, and a plastic reed guard.)

All Brass:

French Horn: Yamaha or Holton double horn rental. (we do have some school instruments available)
Trumpets: Yamaha 2335 (w/ Bach 5C mouthpiece).

Trombones: Yamaha 354 (w/ Bach 6 % AL Mouthpiece)

Euphoniums: School provided instrument or you can rent - Yamaha (w/ Bach 6 % AL Mouthpiece)

Tuba: School provided instrument.

Percussion: Yamaha SCK300 Student Percussion Kit or similar (2 recent years of piano are required)
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Consumer Guide on
“Off-Brand” Instrument Hazards!

More “nlewdnadfifnstrument names have appeared in t
i n many previous decades of musical i nstrument m
This is due to thenapkevalcanad ogfs, mahhe i nternet,
t hiwod | d manufacturers without “cosneefict eopieseox p erreipeunt ca
and trusted brands. Be awar el
This is a short | isthrafndt’he ndsamgerenntwhipalo v adfef t c
1. Repair is often extremebbryamdd™ fiicaut t umdntno.t
rally wunavail able and/or the manufacturer can
simplest of parts |ike a valve guide are not

repairabl e.

2 . Someti mes sections of the instrument (such
way that they-adarjasftarhbdwer non

3. Often these brand name cosmetic copies are
taper, tuning slides) that the i nstrument wil
are made.

4 . Many of these instruments are made with inf
gui ck breakdown in workmanship (met al rot- ru
tering) and durability.

5. | nstrument s p usrcchhoaosle dmutshirco udgeha Ineorns ar e gene
catalog or internet c¢laims. Also, recommended
brand name instruments.

6 . Al ways contact a music deal er/ band director
of this | etter for our recommendati ons.

struments purchased through a reputable deal er
ay'! They also come with exchange and return pr
e store technicians.
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Voluntary Student Accident Insurance Program

During this school year the Portage Board of Education made available a voluntary student accident insurance
program. Since the District has made this insurance available, an increasing number of parents/guardians have
been taking advantage of this inexpensive policy. This fact dictates that as a community service, we will continue
to offer this voluntary insurance.

The District offers this program because of trends in rising family health and dental insurance costs, increased de-
ductibles, and co-payments. Furthermore, in an attempt to limit the Districts' rising insurance costs, this program
provides an alternative for claims due to accidental injuries that unfortunately occur on our property. This is the
case for both during and after school hours.

The plan described in the brochure you'll receive in the fall has been designed to respond to diverse family insur-
ance needs. Coverage provided can help decrease the burden of unexpected medical and dental expenses, includ-
ing those left unpaid due to family insurance deductibles and co-payments.

As it relates to middle and high school interscholastic athletics, this voluntary insurance plan also provides cover-
age for all sports except grades 9 through 12 tackle football. In that the District requires athletic insurance, you
should consider this policy for the coverage it will provide you and your child. A separate policy for high school
interscholastic football is also made available before practice begins in August.

Please watch for the enrollment forms at the start of the next school year.

Enrollment Information Is Now Online

In efforts to improve customer service and continue our efforts to place more information online, Portage Schools
has launched a new “Enroll Now” section on its website. There is an “Enroll Now” link on the homepage, in the up-
per left corner of www.portageps.org. Meanwhile, the direct link is: http://www.portageps.org/enrollment/

default.aspx.
The enrollment page contains links to all the information and forms necessary for enrolling a new student. The

site, launched in April, includes enrollment instructions for both residents and non-residents (and includes infor-
mation about “Schools of Choice”).

There are links to the “Program of Studies” and counseling office contacts for middle school and high school stu-
dents. There are also links to information including what immunizations are required, how to find the “Street
Guide” for those who may not know which school covers their neighborhood, and a listing of postal addresses for
each school for those who want to mail in enrollments. A Frequently-Asked-Questions section provides further in-
formation and will be expanded as needed.

Having this information online will be especially useful for families moving in from out of town who have limited
“time on the ground” and for parents enrolling kindergarten students, reducing the number of trips to their school.
Some families may use this site as a way to obtain the forms so they can be filled out at home, and then brought
into the school, while others — especially those coming from out-of-town — may access the materials and mail the
enrollments into their school.
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Dave Babcock, Principal
Chuck Haskin, Assistant Principal

CMS Counseling Corner

If you were not in the Portage Public Schools last
year, plan to enroll your child in the Counseling office
beginning Monday, August 30th. (Phone number 323
-5687).

Required immunizations before entering middle
school are as follows: 4 doses DTP/5 year Tdap
booster on or after the 11th birthday if 5 years
since last dose of tetanus/diphtheria vaccine, 3
doses polio, 2 doses MMR, 3 doses Hepatitis B, 2 dos-
es Varicella or history of chickenpox disease, and 1
dose of meningococcal conjugate vaccine
(MCV4) on or after the 11th birthday.

All medical forms for your children must be updated
every year. As children grow and change, there may
be changes in dosage of medication. Portage Public
Schools require that new forms filled out by parents
and the family physician, be submitted each year.
These forms are located in our Counseling Office.
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BOOK CARDS - School-supplied textbooks are identified
with a specific number code. These code numbers are as-
signed to students for each academic class and are placed
on book cards for accountability at the end of the school
year. Abuse or loss of school-owned books results in stu-
dents being assessed fees in order to provide replace-
ments. The average price of a book is $50.00!

GRAPHING CALCULATORS - Students enrolled in
7th & 8th grade Math classes will be using the Texas In-
struments TI-83 graphing calculator at school. Calcula-
tors for classroom use are available, however, those stu-
dents and parents purchasing calculators this summer for
school may wish to consider this particular calculator.

A Look Ahead...

Aug. 30 New Student Registration

Aug. 30 New Student Orientation

Sept. 7 School Begins, 1/2 day Dismissal 11:00
Sept. 8 First Full Day of School

Sept. 13 Picture Day

Sept. 16 Magazine Sale Kick-off

Sept. 21 Open House 6:30 - 8:30 (7th & 8th Grade)
Sept. 28 PTO Meeting 6:30 Media Center

SCHOOL PICTURES - Will be taken during the
morning of Monday, September 13th Infor-
mation regarding prices & packages will be sent
home with students the week of Picture Day!

OPEN HOUSE - Our annual OPEN HOUSE (7th &
8th Grade) will take place on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 21st (tentative), from 6:30 -8:30. We
hope you will plan to join us!

CMS PTO

Central Middle School’s Parent Organization does a great
deal to enhance the quality of life in our school. Please
take a moment to fill out the volunteer opportunities form
on page 3 and return to CMS or mail. The PTO also helps
fund our Student Directory, which will be distributed
during Parent/Teacher Conferences. Below is an opt-out
form if you DO NOT wish to be included.

MAGAZINE SALE KICKOFF!

Once again this year our generous P.T.O. group will contribute funding for the publication of the C.M.S. Student Directo-
ry. The Directory will include the telephone number, address and parents’ name for all sixth, seventh and eighth grade
students. If you wish to have your name and other information EXCLUDED from our Directory, please fill out the form

below and return to the office by SEPTEMBER 13, 2010.

PLEASE EXCLUDE OUR FAMILY FROM THE 2010-11 C.M.S. DIRECTORY.

Student’s Name

Parent’s Name

Pl ease think of our school
notices start to arrive in
through our school, your s
ed. Our magazine kick off
16t h. A portion of the su
school to fund many needed
throughout the year. I f we
this year, we are sure to

You might want to start re
friends, and business asso
ciate their ordering selec
the upcoming sale Keep i

scriptions make great gift
greatly appreciated!
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CMS T-SHIRT SALE

The PTO will be selling CMS t-
shirts at the 6th Grade Orienta-
tion on August 30th and at the
Open House on September 21st.

Student Directory Opt Out

Portage Public Schools occasionally provides student directories to organizations
such as Parent Teacher Organizations, colleges and libraries offering special pro-
grams to school age children, and political action committees. This information
may include the studentds name, addr es
of birth, parent/guardian name(s), honors, activities, and awards, grade level, and
dates of attendance. Parents wishing to opt a student out of directory listings
should contact the main office in writing to request omission. Please notei exer-
cising this right will exclude this information from all external requests for directory
information, i ftwilnotdmpacgthe mcluSion©f infosnation in
school publications such as yearbooks, school newspapers, extracurricular pro-

grams,etc. | f you wish your studentds informatic

tions as wel |, pl ease contact the scho

We are on the Web!
http://

www.portageps.org/
schools/middle/cms/
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