Dear NMS Parents and Families:

Please join me in acknowledging the successful ¢etiop of this years,
Michigan Educational Assessment Program (MEAP) testpite of the
many illnesses, students and staff did not loseso®©ur school values ¢
Respect, Responsibility, and (positive) Relatiopstand a rigorous
curriculum continue to guide us.

Thank you for all that you continue to do: chapéngrschool dances,
helping with the magazine drive, school picturesjations, and so muc
more. Your representation on district committesegreatly appreciated
and | celebrate all of you. | am especially premdnnounce that Mrs.
Kelly Knapp has joined our School Improvement Tesnour newest parent
voice.
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I would also like to remind you of our Fall Pard@@acher Conference (PTC)
dates and times:

Wednesday, November 18, 5:30-8:30 p.m.

Thursday, November 19, 3:00-6:00 p.m.
| have had the opportunity to meet many of yolnat@pen House and am
anxious to see all of you at our PTC.

Thanks to a grant and other funding, North willimegur school-wide Reading
Initiative from November 9 - December 18. Novedsé been selected for
each grade level:

6th Grade - The Revealers, by Doug Wilhelm

7th Grade - The Boy in the Striped Pajamas, by Bidyne

8th Grade - Schooled, by Gordon Korman
All of the novels carry a similar lesson of respiectself and others, empathy
and positive relationships.

To assure continued school improvement, your imprgquested. Computers
will be stationed throughout the building for yaudomplete a user-friendly
parent perception survey. Plan to take a few remduring PTC or you may
complete the survey on our school website.

Go Jr. Huskies!

Sincerely,

Dr. A. Celeste Shelton-Harris, NMS Principal




) a—4 HIN1 FLU TIPS
% To reduce the likelihood of catching and/or spread-
YEASSS ing the flu:
AT 75 ] , - Keep your child home if he/she displays any flu-
o - like symptoms and limit his/her contact with others
Veteran’s Day - November 11 if he/she is feelingill.

Make sure that your child is fever free without
International Day of Kindness - November 13 medications for 24 hours before returning to schopl
_ Call the school and let us know when your child
America Recycles Day - November 15 is sick and describe the symptoms.

_ _ Teach your child to cover his/her nose and
American Education Week - November 15-21 1,qth with tissue when coughing and/or sneezing.

Have your child wash his/her hands thoroughly

MIX-IT-UP AT LUNCH DAY with soap and water. o

National Mix-it-Up at Lunch Day is being celg-- Have your child avoid touching his/her eyes,
brated this year on November 10. This event efoSe and mouth.

courages students to sit at a different table dufin
lunch and make the move to meet others. This is FJDENT DIRECTORY o
opportunity for students to cross the invisibleelij Thanks to all to all of the students who Partiazgiat
of school division and meet new people. Mix-it-Upn the Student Directory “Front Cover” Design Con-
at Lunch Day helps students become more comfof@st. After a lot of deliberation, our PTSO grougsh
able interacting with students different from themselected this year's winner. The winning student re
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selves. For more information visit: ceived a $25 cash prize and a will receive a ftee s

http://www.tolerance.org/mix-it-up/lunch-day dent directory. The winner for the 2009-2010
school year is... Luna Zuniga, a 6th grader in Mrs.

FOOD SERVICES Wilson’s homeroom. Congratulations Luna!

FREE FOOD... Yes, you read it

correctly! Feel like you are al- Anyone still interested in purchasing a studergdir

tory can either print an order form off the NMS
website or pick one up at NMS and submit the order
along with $4.00 to the Front Office.

ways writing a check for your
child’s school lunch every time
you turn around? Did you knov
that the food service departme.
offers a 5% prepayment bonus
for deposits of $50 or more to a
single students account? That means you will get
5% credit towards future food purchases for prepa ;
ing. Please keep in mind that the prepayment $¢ A rrery—_
can only be awarded if your child does not have a
negative balance at the time of the deposit. @bnt
Mrs. Salemka in the cafeteria for more information

BOX TOPS for EDUCATION
Remember the school is reimbursed
440 ten cents for each box top collected.
All box tops may be dropped off at
our Front Office. Our thanks to the
PTSO for coordinating this activity.
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PEST CONTROL SERVICE DATES

Due to Acts 636 and 637 of the Michigan
PARENT INTERNET VIEWER State Department of Agriculture's Pestiaf \

Viewer (P1V) were mailed to home addresses. Qu \‘b, '
\7

€ 2quired to inform you of the sched-
uled pest control service days. This
months service will b&lovember 13

tions about PIV /or to obtain your student’'s P
code, please contact pivsupport@portageps.org.




PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES
Conferences will be held:
November 18, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
November 19, 3:00-6:00 p.m.
Students will attend full days of school.

The following traveling teachers will be availab|
for conferences on Wednesday, November 18:
~Mr. Jordan, Mr. Stevens, Ms. Tuinier

The following traveling teachers will be availableicy, ensuring that all medications are check

for conferences on Thursday, November 19:
~Mr. Bartz, Mrs. Goddeyne, Mr. Hazen, Mr.
Jordan, Mr. McNeal

PARENT TIPS FOR CONFERENCES:

As the Fall Parent Teacher Conferences appro
here are a few tips to help make your confere
time more efficient :

Before the conference...
Talk to your child so that he/she understands
you and the teacher are working together.
Find out your child’s favorite classes and why.
Make a list of the questions you want to ask

teacher and any information you want to share.

During the conference...

- Ask question - questions that you ask during
conference can help you express how you
feeling regarding a particular project, clas
teacher, etc.

Ask the most important question first.

Expect to spend about ten minutes with each

Leeaecéleeé Make an appointment if more timg is Avoid finishing/completing assignments for
' your student(s)

After the conference... Stay connected by continuing to read the
Stress the positive things first with your middle monthly Parent Newsletter
school student that were covered during the don- Check out the Parent Resources: Middle Year
ference and Reading Connection, on NMS website
Be direct about the problems and/or areas of im- yse The Jr. Huskie Way at home and work to
provement that were discussed. L build Respect, Responsibility, and positive Re
If an action plan is needed, develop it with yqur . .
child. tionships
Stay in touch with the teacher by email andfor

SCHOOL SAFETY AND TRAINED
DETECTION CANINES

We had our first visit from Interquest and dic
thorough search of student lockers, PE loc
rooms, and several classrooms, and there
lenot even ONE *“alert.” No illicit or even pre
scription drugs were detected, and no dang
ous chemicals were detected. Kudos to
students and parents for following District pc

in at the office and not in lockers or backpac
jackets!
~ Ms. Kimberly Kirshman

ADVICE FOR PARENTS

ach,

$eveloping good organizational skills is a key
gredient for success and life. Although some p&d
by nature are more organize than others, anyone

hapt routines and systems in place to help your n
dle school student(s) “get it together.” Here isst
of strategies that you can use to help your p

hgdolescent learner(s) become more successful:

Use checklists

Set up a homework schedule

Designate a study space

Set a designated homework time

Use and check the student planner daily
Access the Parent Internet Viewer (PIV)
Keep a master calendar
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6TH GRADE SCIENCE CLASSES ART GRANT
Mr. Blackman, Mr. In May, 2009, the Portage Public Schools received a

T : check for $2,500 from the Kalamazoo Community
Wa,gne.r and Mrs. Wag L ¢ Foundation for an Excellence in Education District
ners sixth Qrade scienc Incentive Grant. This was awarded to the distioct
students kicked off the 2 provide financial assistance for ten art teacheratt
annual “Salmon in the tend the 60 annual conference of the Michigan Art

Classroom” project early October by welcomEducation Association in November, which will be
ing almost 1,200 live Chinook salm nheId in Kalamazoo for the first time since the 1870

eqos. Salmon in the Classroom is a sixth ara he goal of this project is to enhance studentiear
g.g ' ) ; 9 ?/ providing quality professional development fent
science project where students raise |\vgt teachers in the Portage Public School district.

salmon and care for them from the egg to [hEhis year, because it is being held in Kalamazaw, |0
fry stage. The project is designed to maximjzi#volvement in the planning of this event will big-s
the integration of technology into the science pificant. It will provide the o_pportunity for oueach-
riculum and help students learn several science {grs to collaborate closely with other art teacliesm

h ks includi licati across the state and will give us the opporturaty t
dards and benchmarks including replicating a natyzory with area business leaders as we organizet®ven

ral habitat and gathering data as the fish mahe latter is a positive “involved” image for therR
ture. “Salmon in the Classroom” culminates wijttage Public Schools.

the release of the fry at a local estuary in Mag ar
field trip to the Wolf Lake Fish Hatchery.
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EXTRAVA“‘CAN’ZA
During the weeks of November"ao
November 28, PNMS Bible Club and
S.T.0.P. Student Leaders are sponsoring a cc
Here at PNMS, it is important to munity outreach program calle_
us that your children feel safe in“ExtravaCANza.” The students in Bible Club will be
our school community. We WartcoIIectmg pop cans or returned can receiptsaise _
. money to benefit families at the Portage Community
to make sure we equip all Stl-center. They will also accept monetary donations.
: dents with techniques that hel|pstudent leaders are accepting canned food items to
them handle conflict as well as teach them the |lifdonate to area Food Pantries. Please drop offopll

skills needed in order to have positive relatiopsti €an donations to Mrs. Wagner's room and fOOd' items
with others. In advisory for the month of October© Mr- Moiles”room. Thank you for your support!

we focused on bully prevention techniques. We b%'EARBOOK

gan with a whole school assembly by bringing|ifbiq your child forget to order a yearbook??!
Mr. Matt McCarty as a guest speaker. Mr. McCalrtyll is not lost. For a limited time, we can ordgzar-
has experience working with and leading middle aneboks for a small late fee of $5. Just write yoleck

high school students at Valley Family Church, Kaja@ut for $29 ($24 + $5 late fee) to NMS, put your

. child’s name and homeroom teacher’s name on it, and
mazoo. He spoke to the students about the im Wke it to Mrs. Honeysett's room (Room 82). Also,

tance of respecting others and taught them the S %’u can mail your check to:
technique $tep off, Talk about it,Overcome, an Nancy Honeysett
Protect). In the weeks following the assembly, Portage North Middle
teachers practiced with students this method and 9808 Oregon

taught them many other ways to deal with bully t p(éive yolfj?ré?\%?j’ tlxlelzzsi)f(t)zoélt memories in Totally Trec
behavior.

nicolor Times!
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SKI CLUB

Attention all skiers and snowboarders
It's time to start thinking about
hitting the slopes!!! There will
be an informational meetin
about ski club on Nov. 12, 200
at 6:30 p.m. in the Media Cente
Please be there to find out all the
expectations of NMS ski club!
Please bring your parents.
Contact Mrs. Howrigon with any questions/conce
at thowrigon@portageps.org.

BIBLE CLUB

The Bible Club will continue on Wednesday moinStudents must have a current physical on file &

ings at 6:50 a.m. in Mrs. Wagner's room (#9
Everybody is welcome to join even if you ha
never been before.

KNITTING CLUB

Knitting club will continue every
Thursday right after school unt
4:30. Our last meeting will be som
where after spring break. We ha
snacks!

If you have any questions, please contact M
Kathy Vander Wal at 323-5712 or_kvande

wal@portageps.org

ENVIRONMENTAL CLUB

Did you know that North Middle
School has an Environmental Clul
It meets every Friday after scho °
from 2:50-3:45 in Mrs. Roobol's
room (74) or Mrs. Toth’s room (93)
Make a choice to live Earth Friendl
everyday not just on Earth Day.

POPCORN TUESDAYS

have warm, buttery popcorn available
lunch for 25 cents/bag.

Every Tuesday Ms. Olweean’s class wiill

Winter Sports schedules are available on t
North Middle School website under the a
letic tab.

Winter sports start dates:
Boys Basketball: October 26
Girls Basketball: January 5
Wrestling: January 5

Any students interested in wrestling, there
ngre-season conditioning every Monde
Wednesday, and Thursday from 3-4:30 at
Igloo. Contact Mr. Wagner if you have a
guestions.
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Doffice in order to participate in athletics. A phoal
/@ated after April 15, 2009 is considered current.

BOYS BASKETBALL:

November 3 % grade @ West
8" grade vs. West
| 3:30pm
2-November 5 % grade @ Milwood
e 8" grade vs. Milwood
3:30pm
November 10 % grade @ Maple St
rs. 8" grade vs. Maple St.
r- 3:30pm
November 12 % grade vs. Linden Grove
8" grade @ Linden Grove
3:30pm
November 16 % grade vs. Linden Grove
(rescheduled from the 19) 8" grade @ Linden Grove
3:30pm
November 17 % grade vs. Linden Grove
8" grade @ Linden Grove
3:30pm
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Dr. A. Celeste Shelton-Harris
Principal

Ms. Kim Kirshman, M.A., Ed.
Assistant Principal

Guidance Department:

Mrs. Jessie Bierlein, LPC
Counselor

Mr. Harold Swift

Targeted Assistance/Student
Assistance Coordinator
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November is here and Thanksgiving is right aroume ¢orner.
It's that time of year when we take a look at thengs we are
thankful for and think about ways we can help ahego in the
spirit of the Holidays, the PTSO will be coordi-
nating donations for a delicious Thanksgivi
meal. If you are interested in contributing
this Thanksgiving event, contact the PTSO
ordinator, Tracey Arnold, at (269)226-5347.

THANK YOUI!




